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THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths) took the Chair a: 3.30 pm, and read prayers.

STATEMENT - PRESIDENT
Ruling by Presiding Officer, Dissatisfied Members' Procedure

THE PRESIDENT: I need to clarify certain matters as a result of remarks made by
Hon Sam Piantadosi in the adjournment debate on Thursday, 3 November. A member
who is dissatisfied with a ruling by the Presiding Officer is obliged to move dissent from
that ruling at the time, for the very obvious reason that a decision should not be allowed
to stand where the House disagrees. In the case to which the honourable member
referred, he happened to be the member interjecting as I called the House to order. My
call for order and his interjections overlapped and I though: it necessary to remind him
that all members must cease inerjecting or carrying on their conversations in the
Chamber when the House is called to order.
The necessity for immediacy in moving dissent disposes of the complaint about the use
of the tape recording. Revisiting the situation by hearing the recording does not, and
cannot, undo the Chair's decision. The opportunity for chat to occur has passed.
However, I should add that when the relay and tape recording system was installed in
1983-84 the then Presiding Officers, of whom I was one, decided that tapes were not to
be made available to members, but could, where some doubt or confusion arose, be used
by the Presiding Officers to assist clarification. Whether that earlier decision governing
the use of tapes has been followed by successive Speakers, I do no: know, but neither
does that have any bearing on the rules applying to the Legislative Council. If, after the
time for moving dissent has passed, an honourable member remains dissatisfied with the
ruling or conduct of a Presiding Officer the way of expressing his or her view is to bring
forward a substantive motion after giving notice. It is inappropriate and, in fact,
disorderly, to criticise the Chair in debate on a motion that is not before the House for the
express purpose of judging the Chair's conduct or decisions.
It is no: my desire to have the relationship between this Presiding Officer and any
honourable member, but in particular the honourable. member to whom I referred, soured
by a situation that occurred during the course of a debate in this Chamber. I rather hope
that the honourable member concerned will do what I did immediately the matter was
brought to the attention of the House; that is. to forget about it and get on with the next
business of the House. I venture to say there are few, if any, members in this Chamber
whom I have not called to order because I believed that at that particular time they were
behaving in a way that was disrupting the activities of the House. The member may no:
feel he is interrupting the proceedings of the House, but that is the judgment the Chair
has to make in the circumstances that prevail at that time. On a different occasion, with
the same interjection, the Presiding Officer may not call the member to order. I repeat:
It comes down to the situation which prevails in the House at the time that determines the
extent to which the Presiding Officer goes in his endeavour to bring order to the House.

STATEMENT - CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Deputy Chairmen of Committees, Rosier System

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [3.40 pm] - by leave: I thank the House for
granting me leave to make a short statement which follows from the comments you,
Mr President, have just made. It refers to comments made by Hon Sam Piantadosi in the
adjournment debate on Thursday, 3 November. 1 am disappointed that he elected to raise
the matter during the adjournment debate when I was in the Chair and could not respond.
Therefore, I am obliged to make my response on the record. His allegations appear to
centre round a perceived lack of a fair go with regard to the time spent in the Chair as



Deputy Chairman. Firstly, it is important that we clearly differentiate between the two
roles of Deputy President and Deputy Chairman and, in my case, Chairman of
Committees. Obviously the running of the House is in the hands of the President and it is
his prerogative to organise rosters if he so wishes. I understand that some system along
those lines operates in the other place. However, the role of Deputy President is for relief
only for the President. The President is obviously required to be in the House at various
times and these times cannot always be determined in advance. I cannot read his mind
with regard to the time he wishes to be in the Chair. Therefore, there is no routine and in
this situation it is difficult, if not impossible, to draw up a roster. I seem to spend long
periods in the Chair and, although I do not mind that, I would welcome more relief.
Hon Mark Nevill: You get paid for it.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: That is right. I am paid for it; it is an elected position and it is
pant of the responsibilities. Recently when it was obvious that we were in for a long
session in the House. after a brief conversation with the President, I drew up a roster as a
guide. I did not keep a copy of the roster, but I recall that the President and I were
allocated twice the time of all others involved as Deputy President. After the first half
hour, the roster had to be changed because the first relief Deputy President did not turn
up. A short time later, the roster was abandoned because Hon Sam Piantadosi refused to
take his turn.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: That is not correct; get your facts right.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: When I was elected to this position last year, members may
recall that various Deputy Chairmen were rostered to be in the Chair during debate on
certain Bills. Hon Sam Piantadosi and Hon Cheryl Davenport, as Deputy Chairmen of
Committees, were consulted and asked which Hills they wished to participate in debate
on. Quite rightly, they said they wanted to participate in debates on various Bills, which
happened to be those which occupied most of the time of the House. Those times were
allocated to other members. Therefore, I think it is unreasonable for Hon Sam Piantadosi
to say that they have not been given a fair go during the 18 months of this Parliament.
The system has broken down to some extent, as many Bills have involved long
Committee stages. The Deputy Chairman, like anybody else, requires relief at some
stage and that relief was provided not on an organised roster basis, but on a relief basis.
During the last long session, which I understand is the session which raised Hon Sam
Piantadosi's ire, he refused to take his turn in the Chair during the debate on the student
guilds legislation. I am happy to reinstate a roster system and to allocate Bills to various
members, if Deputy Chairmen want that, but I will not wear Hon Sam Piantadosi's
criticism that he does not get a fair go. when he disqualifies himself from being in the
Chair during long. contentious debates which occupy most of the time of the House.
[Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting.]

MOTION - URGENCY
Interest Rates Rise

THE PRESIDENT (H-on Clive Griffiths): Order! I have received the following letter
addressed to me, dated 22 November 1994 -

Hon Clive Griffiths MLC
President of the Legislative Council
Dear Mr President
At today's sitting it is my intention to move, under Standing Order 72, that the
House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on 25 December 1994 for the purpose of
discussing the growing community concern at the prospect of a return to
spiralling interest rates and the damage it will cause to families in Western
Australia.
Yours sincerely
Hon lain MacLean MLC
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In order for this matter to be discussed it will need- the indication of support from at least
four members standing in their places.
[At least four members rose in their places.]
The PRESIDENT: Four members having stood in their places, I call on Hon lain
MacLean.
HON L.D. MacLEAN (North Metropolitan) [3.52 pm): I move -

That die House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am 00 25 December 1994.
I seek the support of the House in condemning the use of interest rates as the sole means
of controlling the Australian economy and remind members of the effect that has on
families in Western Australia. When people speak of interest rates rising as a means of
adjusting the economy - to put the lid on the heat - and when they speak of beautiful
numbers and the recession we had to have, they must remember the effects of that on real
people and real families with real problems.
Hon Reg Davies: They are the ones who register their cars every year.
Hon L.D. MacLEAN: Yes; they lose their cars because they cannot afford to meet the
repayments on them. In many cases the causes are not of their making. These problems
are lost on those in Canberra and on the Opposition.
Hon John Halden interjected.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: I live in Girrawbeen, which has some of the most affordable
accommodation for low income earners in this State.

Point of Order
Hon TOM STEPHENS: Mr President, I draw your attention to Standing Order No 83.
The PRESIDENT: In connection with what?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: The member's speech.
The PRESIDENT: The member should draw my attention to the offence, not the
standing order.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: The member is precluded from reading a speech to this
Chamber.
The PRESIDENT: Is he doing that?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: Yes.
Hon Mark Nevill: It might be his maiden speech!
The PRESIDENT: Order! I draw the member's attention to the fact that he cannot read
speeches. I take it he is aware of that and if he is doing it; he will cease.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: Thank you, Mr President I am referring to my notes because, to
be perfectly honest, I am a little nervous speaking here.
Hon John Halden: It has not stopped you before.
Hon E.J. Chariton: You do not need to be nervous in front of us, and you should not
worry about those opposite.

Debate Resumed
H-on L.D. MacLEAN: Girrawheen, an area containing affordable housing for low income
earners, attracts many first home buyers - young families who sometimes struggle to
make ends meet so that they can afford their Australian dream. During Mr Keating's first
reign of tenor as Treasurer I saw many of those people have their hopes dashed and lose
that dream by losing their houses. I saw families destroyed. The reason we were given
for the interest rates to continue to increase in those days was that the Governent had to
put the lid on the pressure cooker of the economy. It had to cool down the corporate
cowboys so lovingly embraced and supported by those opposite when in government.
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Hon Mark Nevill: All members of your party.
Hon IED. MacLEAN: It was cooled down to the tune of $400mn which the community
must repay.
Hon Graham Edwards: The same as your Premier, boasted about in Joondalup only a
couple of weeks ago?
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: Its mismanagement while in government cost this State its AAA
financial rating. That does not sound much to the Opposition because I am sure it does
not understand it. However, it meant that the cost of money increased.
Hon John Hlden interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Ordjer!
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: When money costs more, interest rates increase and the squeeze is
put on, but nor on people such as those who can afford $2.2m for a home because they
negotiate separately. The people who are squeezed in that type of economy are those
who cannot afford it, the low income earners, those on fixed incomes. The current
repayment rate on a Joan of $80 000, which is not much money these days, is $760 a
month. That has increased in the past three months from $660. It does not sound much,
but if a home owner is on a fixed income, $25 a week is a lot of money. The Opposition
does not seem to understand that; it never has and never will.
Hon Graham Edwards: You are a goose.
Hon 1.D3, MacLEAN: The increase of 0.75 per cent to which I refer was brought about,
not by the banks, not because money was drying up or because the economy was on the
up, but because the Reserve Bank needed to prop up the Australian dollar.
Hon Graham Edwards: The Federal Opposition was calling for rises in interest rates.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: It needed to prop up the Australian dollar because overseas buyers
recognised that the Australian Federal Government was not doing enough; it was not
retiring enough foreign debt or doing anything to reduce its own spending.
Hon Mark Nevill: Now we know who advises the Premier.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: The three-quarters of a per cent rise in September was not the end
of the matter. A full 1 per cent rise also occurred in October, purely as a result of
economic mismanagement by the Federal Government. There is no other reason for it. It
could not retire the debt and it will not cut back on spending. Foreign investors
recognised that and refused to buy the Australian dollar unless interest rates increased.
Hon T.G. Butler: That is rubbish.
Hon L.D. MacLEAN: Interest rates have increased by 1.75 per cent over two months.
The repayment on that $80 000 loan has increased from $660 to $760.
Hon Mark Nevill: At what interest rates?
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: In November The Australian reported that an economic analysis
indicated that the Australian interest rate was notionally fixed to American interest rates,
and there was a 60 per cent to 70 per cent chance that Australian interest races would rise
by a further 0.75 per cent by the end of December. That report even nominated
6 December. That is quite a hike in interest rates in the three months leading up to
Christmas, and amounts to 2.5 per cent. However, industry analysis says that interest
rates will not increase by just 2.5 per cent; that they will not be 10.5 per cent. Some say
they will go to 14 or 15 per cent.
Hon John Halden: Who are they? The National Bank of Australia? The Commonwealth
Bank of Australia? Are they saying that? No, they are not.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: If interest rates increased to 15 per cent, the $80 000 loan I was
talking of before would cost $960 a month - nearly $1 000 for a $80 000 loan. For
people on a low income of $20 000 a year - that is nor a bad income in some areas - it
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would be over half of what they took home. It is $230 a week. When tax is taken out,
which is around $80, it does not leave much to buy anything else. However, the Federal
Government has fixed that, because the only thing people have left to buy is food, and
most of the food they can buy is a luxury; it is taxed at 20 to 30 per cent. Those opposite
and those in Canberra say they embrace people on low incomes; that they are the only
people who defend them. They do not defend them; they try to crush and destroy them at
every opportunity. I recognise there are cackles from the other side of the House.
Hon John Halden: Only at the content of your speech.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Opposition members don't care about the poor people who suffered
as a consequence of them.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: I do noc know whether I should be angry or ashamed that members
opposite think it is so funny that people on low incomes who have gone out on a limb to
buy their Australian dream - a family who in mast circumstances have only the one
income and a couple of small children, and who have tried to better themselves and do a
bit mere for their children - are suffering. Members opposite cackle when I talk about
rising interest rates and about the threat thes people are under - the threat that they will
lose their homes.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: You are the threat.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: On a number of occasions Mr Keating -

IHon John Halden: Do you mean the leader of the Australian Labor Party federally? At
least it has a leader.
H-on 1,D. MacLEAN: - has said that interest rate rises were all talk.
Hon John Haiden: No, he didn't.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: Then he took the position that it was only a minor adjustment.
Now he says that it is all someone else's fault and that the economy needs to be
corrected; it is overheating- When Mr Keating talkcs about overheating and the need to
raise interest rates, he still does not realise chat all he is doing is putting cheap homes on
the market for a speculator to buy, because people must sell out. I visited a school site in
the northern suburbs last week; something which members opposite cannot boast they
did.
Hon John Halden: I have probably been to more than you.
Hon Mark Nevill: Was it one that closed down?
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: It is a brand new school site; it has not been opened yet. Members
opposite cannot boast about opening new schools.
Several members interjected-
The PRESIDENT: Order! I will not ask honourable members all the afternoon to come
to order. I just want members to listen to what the member has to say. He has two and a
half minutes left, and then other members have an opportunity to say something.
Hon L.D. MacLEAN: In one street more than half the houses were for sale; only one was
under offer. In the suburbs surrounding that area there were many more "For Sale"
notices. There had been a lapse of only two weeks since I last visited the area. People
are now starting to suffer.
Hon T.G. Butler: That is because of the property races.
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: They are not going up. Further rises in interest rates will force
people out in fire sales they cannot afford. When people on low incomes sell their house,
they sell their drean- They cannot afford to buy another house because they will never
be able to afford the deposit, and they will not have access to the assistance for first home
buyers. When people on low incomes are forced out of the market, that is it for them. In
more cases than not their families are broken; they are devastated, financially and
mentally. Mr Keating is offering the families of Australia a great Christmas present!
Many will struggle to make ends meet; many will try to have a normal Christmas while
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the spectre of rising interest rates looms in the back of their minds. However, many will
have nowhere else to go. Members opposite talk about the destitute on the shreets;
however, their talk is a whim. The Federal Government is putting more and more people
an the streets because it cannot manage the economy. Interest rates are increasing and
we must fight to keep them down. We must get the national economy going, as it is in
this State.
Hon Mark Nevill: Is that a suggestion that you have failed?
Hon 1.0. MacLEAN: I am being bipartisan. The whole economy of Australia needs to
get going. Debt reduction mechanisms need to be put in place and some of the spending
of the Federal Government needs to be retired. If it is not, interest rates will continue to
soar and families will be forced out of their homes.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [4.06 pm]:
When Hon lain MacLean rose to speak he said that he was nervous. If I had to present
that sort of claptrap I would be nervous too!
Hon Graham Edwards: I think he has stamped himself as definite ministerial material!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: No doubt exists that the Labor Party in this State and federally is
of the view that them is a need for the deficit to be reduced.
Hon 1.D. MacLean: Why don't you do something about it?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: We will get to that. The Federal Government borrows $S1b from
the public annually. A low inflation regime is in place; that must be retained.
Companies need to spend more money on production and to invest funds, not to compete
with government for funds. We do not want funds to become dearer all the time. We
know that Australia has a poor record of savings. This means that a lot of its borrowings
are from overseas. This places considerable pressure on Australia's current account and
on its dollar. Reducing the deficit is important to Australians, and it is important to the
inflation rate, particularly for home buyers. However, we will not solve the problem in
the way this member just proposed. Under his breath he says that we should cut
spending. There are two options: Cut spending or raise taxation. Is Hon lain MacLecan
advocating the latter? No. He is suggesting that we cut spending. Should we cut it from
the defence forces? Are we to cut it from single mums; from those Hon lain MacLean
supported in his speech?
Hon 1.0. MacLean: Get rid of K~eating.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Hon lain MacLean is full of nothing but rhetoric. That is the
problem. He finished by saying that we should cut spending. Those from whom he
would cut spending are the needy. They are the people who most need this money - the
social security recipients; the people on health benefit cards. They are the people he
wants to attack by this motion. However, he is not smart enough to get away with it, nor
is his mate, Downer, in Canberra. This motion is all about an attack on expenditure from
the Federal Government Budget. A reduction in spending can be achieved, and the
Federal Government has a way to do it. It says that by 1997 it will institute a program
which sees the Budget deficit at I per cent of gross domestic product. Theme are some
requirements for that to occur, one of which is a continuation of 3 to 4 per cent growth. I
understand that, but I do not come heme in a mealy-mouthed, rhetorical way and present
the argument - with crocodile tears - that we axe concerned about the workers, the low
and middle income people, but we must cut their benefits. The member's speech was
nothing but hypocrisy.
We must manage the economy properly. We must ensure that we do not have
speculative investment. We do not hear much about that topic, and I can give the reasons
for that. Speculative investment occurs in the housing industry -
Hon Max Evans: What about the Bell shares?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am glad that the Minister for Finance is in the Chamber. Let us
talk about investment in plant and manufacturing in Western Australia. With these great
economic managers, with their crocodile tears.-
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Hon Tom Stephens: The Minister for Finance thinks that would be buying Mnother Rails
Royce.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He may.
I turn to the figures supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Minister for
Finance relating to investment in plant and manufacturing in our growing Stare and
economy. For the first three quarters of 1993-94 that investment is running 31 per cent
below the comparable period for the Lawrence Government in 1992-93, yet Ron lain
MacLean blames the Federal Government. Where are the State Government's policies to
ensure that finances are directed to areas where they can have the best effect - to non-
speculative area to halt the inflationary spiral? The policies do not exist, but the
member suggested that the situation is totally the fault of the Federal Government. His
statements suggested that he is the supporter of the poor, the weak and meek in our
community, but then he said that their benefits should be cut. This is nothing more than a
sham.

Point of Order
Hon L.D. MacLEAN: At no time did I say that those benefits should be cut -
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon I.D. MacLEAN: I have been in that situation -

The PRESIDENT: Order! When I call order, the member should sit down. He is
defying me. The member will have an opportunity to respond to the debate, if he is still
in the Chamber - and he will not be in the Chamber if he does not come to order when I
call for order. That is not a point of order.
Hon Graham Edwards interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! When I call a member to order because a situation requires
me to do so because of the state of the debate, it is not very helpful if Hon Graham
Edwards, -who normally knows much better, immediately interjects. 1 ind it very
difficult to comprehend why members do not listen to what I say when I speak. I made a
little speech at the beginning of the day's sitting, about similar circumstances. Members
must allow the Leader of the Opposition to make his speech. If they do not agree with
his comments, they will have 10 minutes during which to let us know.

Debate Reswned
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have made a comparison between the figures that applied
during the last year of the Lawrence Government and the first three quarters of the Court
Government. Investment for the 1992-93 financial year reached $678.5m, and under the
Court Government the Treasury figures indicate that only $470rn will be invested in
1993-94. Business investment is the key to business confidence. It is the key to stopping
speculative investment and stopping interest rates rising. The Government is doing
absolutely nothing, apart from inviting one of its weakest backbenchers to move a pious
motion in order to grab some cheap headlines!
Let us talk about the facts, because the member's speech was short on facts. In an article
in The Australian on 27 October 1994 the Managing Director of National Australia Bank,
Mr Don Argus, made some comments. It reads -

He added though that fears about an interest rates spiral towards around 17 per
cent - levels last seen during the recessionary days of 1989 - were unfounded, if
only because inflationary pressures, at this stage, were minimal.

Another newspaper article states that the Commonwealth Bank supports that proposition.
It is stated that itris not going to be an inflationary spiral like the situation in 1989.
In his hypocrisy the member forgets that in 198 1-82 the Fraser Government introduced a
wage freeze, when the housing interest rate was 17.5 per cent. The member is
experiencing a latter day conversion. At that time I ran the northern suburbs action group
against the Liberal Government's inflationary pressures which were causing interest rates
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to rise. I remember the time well; the inflation rate was up, unemployment was up, but
the Fraser Government wanted a wage freeze, with interest rates increasing. That is a
good record to compare inch for inch. In 1983 the Liberal Government lost power.
Members opposite have no credibility. They do not have the guts, as a government, to
deregulate the Australian dollar. We cannot control the domestic market in the way we
could in the past. We must expect the lumps and bumps in interest rates. However,
members opposite suggest that we can control interest rates and stop the whole economy;
we can stop the unemployment rate rising and allow inflation to run at 5 or 6 per cent!
What son of irresponsibility is that?
Members opposite are part of a Government which has seen investment fall by 31 per
cent. I suggest members opposite return to the party room and talk to the Minister for
Finance or the Premier. They should insist that the Premier and his Ministers do
something because they are responsible as well. Without doubt, the Federal Government
must reduce its deficit; it must control the current account deficit and the budget deficit.
If it does not, it cannot purport to represent the people that we represent, and there will be
certain implications. We will take some action in that area. We will take steps to control
inflation and to reduce the unemployment rate. It is a package. It is not a simplistic
piece of gobbledygook or intellectual claptrap. Ultimately, members opposite have some
responsibility. They should not try to make cheap points and blame the Federal
Government for the situation. They should get on with the job because so far their
performance has been abysmal.
HON MAX EVANS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Finance) [4.17 pm]: I have
been wanting to speak on this subject for some time. I am appalled that all Governments
try to interfere with interest rates in the marketplace. This is one of the biggest problems.
As a liquidator, I have done very well in past years. Many liquidations are accelerated by
business problems, and we have seen that in recent times. Expectations arise when leaks
are made about what will happen; people make some calculations and interest rates
increase which affects the price of shares. In time it is almost a self-fulfilling prophecy.
Demand for finance diminishes as a result of expectations about interest rates.
I agree with Hon lain MacLean that housing interest rates are a problem for many people
in the low income bracket. Some good marketing has occurred on behalf of people
selling houses with low interest rates. Unfortunately the people wanting to buy housing
have not been around long enough to benefit from the movement in interest rates. For
these people a rise in interest rates is very difficult to handle. I remember duning a recent
crash in the housing market the interest rate was 15 or 16 per cent. People said that the
bank manager was prepared to lend the money so they thought it would be all right. I do
not know how we can overcome those problems.
Interest rates are a problem for Governments also because we have large borrowings and
increasing interest rates affect the ability to spend money where it is needed most. It is
fortunate that I have the Treasurer's Annual Statements which allow me to indicate how
much better we are able to withstand interest rates today compared with 1991-92, the
years of the previous Government. The Treasury Corporation borrows money from
overseas on the short term market, and locally, and when interest rates increase the effect
is felt by government trading enterprises which must increase their costs - whether for
water, power or other areas.
The effect of billons of dollars worth of borrowings flows right through government.
Page I11 of the Treasury's document, "Analytical Information in Support of the
Treasurer's Annual Statements 1993-94" shows that the loan liabilities of the State
Government have decreased by $329m, and total liabilities have decreased by $239m.
Interest is not paid on loan liabilities, accounts payable or superannuation. Therefore,
Western Australia is the only State in Australia that has shown an improvement in its
financial position. I spoke to the Queensland Treasurer, Keith De Lacy, in Brisbane last
Monday. The Queensland Government has increased expenditure this year to catch up
on infrastructure. Taiwanese officials at that meeting stated that Taiwan, which has a
reserve of $100b, has a deficit in government wrading to catch up on infrastructure. This
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year Western Australia had a surplus in the current account - the consolidated fund - of
$130m. In 1992 the total liabilities of the Stat increased by over sib. If we added
$l.56b to $329m the State is $1.4b better off. As a result of good management of our
finances we will be able to handle increased interest races in a way char the families
referred to by Hon lain MacLean will not. They are stuck with a mortgage, and during
hard times they will not get the overtime to pay for extra interest costs. The borrowing
ratio of 25 per cent of salary for mortgage repayments is too high. The banks should look
at net salary, not at gross salary. Many people are borrowing too much, but I cannot do
anything about that. In 199 1-92 total liabilities increased to $1.7b.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Was char the last year of the Lawrence Government?
Hon MAX EVANS: Yes; although to be fair, it was an election year and the Lawrence
Government had to ramp the system of spending money. It did nor win the Labor Party
that election. We came in and tried to rectify those things.
Hon Mark Nevill: Expenditure was wound down in that time.
H-on MAX EVANS: I do not have sufficient time to tell members where that money was
spent. This Government maintained capital works at 7 per cent above the previous year,
and 5 per cent above the year before that. The Government can save money by bringing
down capital expenditure, but it will catch up with it sooner or later. In the past couple of
years the total liabilities have improved by $1.9b. That has a big impact on the future.
For example, if someone suddenly camne into money he could repay a debt arid he would
find that life would become a lot more comfortable. However, the families to which Hon
lain MacLean referred will never have anything to fall back on to help them.
Orchestrated interest rates are fed to politicians by economists who have never been in
the real world, but who have read all the books. Sometimes members of Parliament of
both sides should ask what the real marketplace is saying. I was at a function where
Dennis Thompson of West Australian Newspapers Ltd said that he knew ther was a
downturn in the economy, because advertising was down by 30 per cent. We did not
need a false interest rate to bring down the demand for housing. It was coming down in
any case. The false factors which are brought into the marker to save the situation only
create far mome pain than is necessary. It is sad.
The Stare Government will be able to withstand increases in interest rates better than
most other Stare Governments, and far better than the previous Government. I feel sorry
for these people. I am sorry that the Federal Government is using artificial means to try
to solve the problem.
HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [4.24 pm]: In spealking to his motion,
Hon lain MacLean seemed to miss the major points in the question of interest rates.
There has been a modest increase in interest rates for housing, but one could not call it
spiralling when one looks at the situation that occurred in the early 1980s. I can
remember negotiating a loan for 15 per cent in late 1981, or in early 1982; three months
before that loan became effective, the interest rate increased to 23.5 per cent. That is
what I call high interest rates. In those times high inflation was combined with high
interest rates. Ar the moment inflation is low at around 2 per cent. To compare those
two times is false, as we now have a different economy. The Fraser Government through
the 1970s had control of both Houses of the Federal Parliament. The Campbell inquiry
reported on the financial system of Australia. John Howard was the Treasurer, and
although he may have wanted to do something, the Fraser Government did nothing. In
1983 the financial system of this country was brought into this century when a host of
changes were brought in, including the floating of the dollar and the deregulation of the
banking system. We saw the manufacturing industry outstripping agriculture in the
economy.
We have had a complete change in the economy. What we are seeing today cannot be
compared with what happened in the early 1980s. A recent newspaper article reported
that die Swiss Banking Corporation predicted a much Iower deficit for the Federal
Government, and that is pleasing to see. The other factor in the market is competition
between banks. The National Australia Bank did not follow suit when Wesrpac jacked
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up interest rates. That put tremendous pressure on those banks, and on regional banks.
The massive pressures that banks such as the National Australia Bank and the ANZ Bank
have put on other banks will make life very difficult for this Government in floating
Bank West. We are seeing real competition. For a long time we saw a nexus between the
interest rates of all those banks. We have now seen the NAB with its strong balance
sheet taking on the other banks and offering a more competitive interest rare which will
in effect keep the pressure down.
Hon lain MacLean said by way of interjection that we could keep down Federal
Government costs if Prime Minister Keating stopped buying red wine. I am surprised
that Mr Keating even drinks wine, as I was not aware that he was a drinker. I did read in
the Financia Review that he took two boxes of Australian wines to Bogor in Indonesia
for heads of States at the APEC conference, where traditionally French wines are offered.
I do not know whether Hon lain MacLean was referring to that. I am not aware that the
Prime Minister even drinks wine, and to suggest that that has somehow affected
Australia's debt is a nonsense.
The Minister for Finance referred to the debt levels of the early 1990s. The growth rate
in the Western Australian population was over double what it is now when compared
with the late 1980s. There was a massive surge of people coming to this State, which
generated a demand in public infrastructure, particularly for the northern suburbs. That
demand has tailed off. Hon lain MacLean has not put forward any argument to justify
his case. The economy is in a good stare. Our population is growing. Jobs are
increasing. Inflation is at historically low levels, and interest rates have moved up
marginally in the past couple of months, but Hon lain MacLean cannot suggest that they
will spiral as they did in the 1980s because the underlying factors present at that time are
not present.
[Motion lapsed, pursuant to Standing Order No 72.J

ACTS AMENDMENT (PERTH PASSENGER TRANSPORT) BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly without amendment.

ENERGY COORDINATION BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [4.32 prnj: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Legislation already introduced into Parliament provides for the separation of the State
Energy Commission of Western Australia into two new operating units - the electricity
and gas corporations - and the vesting in the new corporations, and in the coordinator of
energy and the director of energy safety - two officials to be appointed under this Bill - of
certain powers of SECWA under the State Energy Commission Act, the Electricity Act,
the Gas Undertakings Act, the Gas Standards Act and the Liquid Petroleum Gas AcL
Provision must also be made for the allocation of those activities currently performed by
SECWA which can no longer be appropriately performed by, or demanded of, the new
corporatised businesses. Essentially, these activities fall broadly into two areas -

(a) policy advice and the coordination of economic and commercial matters in the
energy sector, and

(b) regulation of technical and safety matters.
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The Energy Coordination Bill provides for the appointment of two officials, a
coordinator of energy and a director of energy safety. Although the Bill does not dictate
the form of organisation embodying these positions and the suppont staff, it is the
Government's intention that an office of energy be established. The office of energy will
include both the coordinator of energy and the director of energy safety, and their
respective support staff, as well as the staff currently employed by the Energy Policy and
Planning Bureau. The office of energy will be independent in its advice and operations;
however, transitional arrangements will be in place during the first 12 months of
operation.
Thke functions of the coordinator of energy are to assist the Minister in planning and
coordinating the provision of energy in the State and providing the Minister with wide
ranging advice on energy policy. The coordinator of energy will monitor the operation of
the State's energy industry and its participants, sponsor research into energy, promote the
development of commercial applications of renewable energy, produce and publish
information on energy related matters and provide support in the resolution of disputes
about energy related matters. The coordinator of energy also inherits the functions of
SECWA with respect to the approval of the establishment of any generating station or
extension of electrical transmission works, or any new gas undertaking for the supply and
distribution of gas. The director of energy safety assumes the safety functions of
SECWA in relation to die Electricity Act, the Gas Standards Act and the Liquid
Petroleum Gas Act. Thus, these two officials undertake between them the policy
advisory and safety regulatory roles that were previously the province of SECWA.
By virtue of the various amendments to the Electricity Act, the Gas Standards Act, the
Gas Undertakings Act and the Liquid Petroleum Act effected by the Energy Corporations
(Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Bill referred to earlier, the coordinator of
energy and die director of energy safety are invested with functions and powers which
SECWA held in relation to those Acts. The coordinator of energy and the director of
energy safety may both delegate functions, and the Minister has a reserve power to give
directions with respect to the performance of their functions. This directions power is
couched in similar terms to the general directions power in the two corporations Bills,
and also provides for the tabling of directions when given. Both the coordinator of
energy and die director of energy safety must provide information to the Minister as and
when requested.
The Bil also rationalises the appointment of inspectors under the Electricity Act and the
Gas Standards AcL. Both the coordinator of energy and the director of energy safety may
designate inspectors, as the coordinator of energy has the responsibility for the inspection
function under the Electricity Act, and the director of energy safety has responsibility for
the same functions under both the Electricity Act and the Gas Standards Act. The Bill
includes provision for penalties for breaches emanating from these inspection provisions
which include obstruction of inspectors and failing without reasonable excuse to comply
with a request under clause 14(d) of the Bill which empowers inspectors to carry out a
wide range of inspections and investigations. Consistent with the functions to be
undertaken by the coordinator of energy, there is wide power to obtain information in
relation to the quantity, quality, service or supply of energy, facilities for scoring or
distributing energy and any works of apparatus that consumes energy and that is used or
available to an occupier of premises.
A qualified exemption to the above requirement applies where disclosure would result in
the revelation of commercially sensitive information. Penalties will also apply for failure
without reasonable excuse to comply with die coordinator of energy's request or for
giving false or misleading information. The coordinator of energy - the director of
energy safety or any person performing functions under the Bill - is bound by strict
confidentiality, breach of which may result in penalties or imprisonment. Having regard
to the coordinator of energy's broad advisory fuitctions covering a wide spectrum of
energy matters, the Minister may establish committees to advise on a particular matter to
be chaired by the coordinator of energy or his nominee. The Minister must review the
operations and effectiveness of the coordinator of energy and the director of energy
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safety at the expiration of five years from the commencement of the legislation. I
commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Cheryl Davenport.

ADOPTION AMENDMENT BILL
Resumption of Debare

HON CHERYL DAVENPORT (South Metropolitan) [4.37 pml: I move -

That under Standing Order No 128 the order of the day for the second reading of
the Adoption Amendment Bill be made Order of the Day No 1 for Wednesday,
23 November 1994.

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [4.38 pm]: My
understanding was that the member intended to give notice of a motion that would enable
consideration of that motion to be taken at a later day. By the wording of the motion I
now understand that she is moving for the Bill to be taken as Order of the Day No 1
tomorrow. If it is made Order of the Day No I tomorrow the Government is not in a
position to respond, because I have not yet had an opportunity of discussing it with the
Minister in another place. Therefore, I san unable to proceed along those lines.
However, if the member wishes to make it Order of the Day No 5, say, that will enable
me to have discussions with the Leader of the Opposition as to general procedure and
business of the House. It will also allow various other matters to be considered prior to
that. Quite clearly if the advice comes forward, then we can jump over other business to
get to it. It is a case of my being able to get the necessary response. The Leader of the
Opposition has raised the matter with me, and I have told him that I will antempt to
accommodate debate on this matter. It is just that if it were Order of the Day No 1
tomorrow, that would not be possible.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon W.N. Stretch): Before I call the Leader of the
Opposition, I will read Standing Order No 128 so that the House will understand what is
happening. it states -

Any Member may move without notice that any notice of motion standing in his
name, or any order of the day of which he is in charge on the paper for that day,
shall be a notice of motion or order of the day for some subsequent day. No
amendment or debate shall be allowed on any such motion; but the Council may
proceed to division thereon as in other cases.

HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [4.41 pm]:
Mr Deputy President, by way of clarification, is it possible for the member to seek leave
to withdraw her motion and to move it in accordance with the undertaking given by the
Leader of the House; namely, that it be made Order of the Day No 5 for tomorrow?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
HON CHERYL DAVENPORT (South Metropolitan) (4.42 pm]: I move -

That under Standing Order No 128 the order of the day for the second reading of
the Adoption Amendment Bill be made Order of the Day No 5 for Wednesday,
23 November 1994.

Question put and passed.

ACTS AMENDMENT (LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND VALUATION OF
LAND) BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.
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Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [4.43 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
I am pleased to bring before the House a Hill to significantly improve the powers and
responsibilities of councils in a number of key areas. The Bill deals with amendments
relating to council differential rating powers, the rating and valuation of mining and
petroleum tenements, the appointment of council employees, and the regulation of
offensive or indecent practices on business premises.
In relation to differential rating, members will be aware that for some time local
governments have been requesting a widening of the current differential rating powers in
the Act to allow rating based on different land uses. Currently councils are able to rate
differentially only on the basis of zoning, using town planning schemes. This is very
restrictive and does not allow councils to deal with non-conforming uses, mixed uses or
other characteristics. This Bill provides for those changes, but at the same time includes
further accountability measures, allowing electors and ratepayers a greater say in the
rates to be levied. The power to rate differentially is to be extended from being based on
planning zones to include land use categories deter-mined by each council. The Bill also
provides for other characteristics to be prescribed by regulations. Where any
differentiating rates are to be morn than twice the lowest rate, the Minister's approval
will be required. This will overcome the existing situation where every differentiating
rate must be approved by the Minister while ensuring a measure of balanced oversight
remains.
Tied to these new rating provisions the Bill incorporates several new accountability
measures. A council's budget must contain details of all rates and objects for each rate.
These details must be included in the rate notices to ratepayers. In addition, all proposed
differential rates must be advertised and electors and ratepayers will have a 21 day period
to make comments prior to a council's formal adoption of its budget. A council must
consider any objection received and may adopt the differentiating rate with or without
alteration. In this way the electors will have an enhanced role in council decision making
and the increased accountability will balance greater autonomy and flexibility for
councils in setting differentiating rates.
A ratepayer's rights of objection and appeal are to be extended to include objections and
appeals against a land category and other differentiating rating groups. This is consistent
with existing appeal provisions. The Bill also provides amendments to the Local
Government Act and the Valuation of Land Act for valuation and rating of mining
tenements. The amendments have been based on recommendations made by an
interdepartmental committee and have been long awaited by councils.
The existing valuation system draws on outdated values which are better based on rentals
set by the Department of Minerals and Energy and which are adjusted from time to time.
These amendments change the method for valuing Mining Act and petroleum tenements
for rating purposes from an amount per hectare to a formula based on the annual rent of
the tenements. The method of valuation of agreement Act tenements will be the same as
for mining Act tenements, although there will be a sliding scale to keep larger leases at
reasonable valuation levels. It should not be assumed that these new valuation bases will
automatically lead to higher rates for such tenements. The key determinant remains the
rate in the dollar set by each council, which may differ widely from council to council.
An important amendment for local government is the provision to limit the application of
the concessional valuation given to holders of tenements under agreement Acts. Section
533B, which contains this concession, will now apply to those owners who are now
entitled to exercise the concessions and who have previously elected to use 533B or do so
within three months of these provisions coming into operation.
A further provision in this Bill will empower local government to delegate to an officer
the power to appoint or terminate the employment of staff. Local governments have been
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doing this for many years. However, a legal anomaly has cast doubt on the practice and
the amendment now clearly permits this to occur. The amendment also includes
validating provisions where such delegations have occurred previously. This provision
reflects sound management practice and will facilitate such practices in those councils
which have yet to do so. Members will recall the problems the former Perth City Council
was having with the operation of the Slic Chix restaurant. Unfortunately there is no
legislation to regulate or control actions which are considered to be offensive or indecent
in a restaurant which is not licensed under the Liquor Licensing Act. Consideration has
been given to various options for control including health, police and town planning but
each had its limitations. Given the concern shown by the then Perth City Council, die
preferred course of action is as set out in this Bill. The Local Government Act is to be
amended to give local governments the power to make by-laws to prohibit absolutely or
to license such conduct on any unlicensed premises.
AUl these issues are important ones for councils and their communities and in some cases
have been long awaited. This Government is pleased to be able to deliver these
initiatives.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Cheryl Davenport.

ENERGY CORPORATIONS (TRANSITIONAL AND CONSEQUENTIAL
PROVISIONS) BILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [4A49 pm): I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Energy Corporations (Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Bill is a linkc
between the existing Statute law relating to the energy industry and the new Electricity
and Gas Corporations which are to come into operation as of 1 January 1995. This Bill
fulfils a number of essential functions in the change process.
(a) It dissolves the State Energy Commission of Western Australia.
(b) It vests in the two new corporations operational powers of SECWA that will be

essential to the proper functioning of the new corporations.
(c) It facilitates the division of SECWA's assets and liabilities between the two new

corporations and recognises the transfer of staff with the retention of pre-existing
benefits and accruals.

(d) It vests in the Coordinator of Energy, a new official to be appointed under the
Energy Coordination Bill, powers which SECWA has previously exercised in
relation to the approval of new entrants to the electricity generation business and
new participants in the business of supply and distribution of gas.

(e) It also vests in the Director of Energy Safety, the other statutory office holder
under the Energy Coordination Bill, the safety regulation of both the electricity
and gas industry which has previously been the responsibility of SEC WA.

(f) It will rename the State Energy Commission Act as amended, the Energy
Corporation (Powers) Act

The Energy Coordination Bill will be introduced following this Bill and is the last of the
series of enactments assembled for the restructure.
The dissolution of SECWA and the vesting in the two new corporations of provisions of
the Stare Energy Commission Act relating to essential operational powers of SECWA
are provided for in part 2of this Bill. In order for thertwo new corporationsto be able to

[COUNCIL)7256



[Tuesday, 22 November 1994])25

fulfil the role of SECWA as the supplier of electricity and gas respectively, those
corporations must be endowed with the same operating powers which SECWA enjoyed
under the State Energy Commission Act. The amendments in part 2 achieve this and also
ensure that the operational powers vested in the two corporations are no greater than
those which SECWA had under the State Energy Commission Act. The operational
powers that are vested in the new corporations include the power to acquire limited
interests in land; to gain entry in emergency circumstances; to take action to protect
meters; and to prosecute for malicious damage to corporate property.
Part 3 of this Bill provides for the systematic allocation and trasfer of the assets and
liabilities of SECWA to either of the two corporations. It also makes provisions for
unallocated assets and liabilities. The legislation provides for the substitution of the
Electricity Corporation or the Gas Corporation, as the case may be, for SECWA in State
agreements, the preservation of rights in respect of any debentures or inscribed stock
issued by SECWA or any State guarantees given in respect of SECWA. SECWA is
required to complete necessary transactions where they could not be effected by this Bill.
The legislation exempts from state tax and facilitates the registration of any instrument
necessary to give effect to the transfer processes.
It is recognised that there must be continuity of the services to the community which
SECWA provides. Part 3 thus provides for the transfer of staff from SECWA to the new
corporations or the Office of the Coordinator of Energy or the Director of Energy Safety
and for such matters as the presentation of the final annual report; the ability of the
corporations to complete anything commenced by SECWA; and the devolveneni on the
corporations of any immunities enjoyed by SECWA in respect of matters assumed by the
corporations. The commission is to continue in existence to perform any necessary
transitional functions and the Minister for Energy is able to attend to any unforeseen
administrative matters not covered expressly by the legislation.
Parts 4 to 7 of this Bill deal with amendments to the Electricity Act 1945, the Gas
Standards Act 1972. the Gas Undertakings Act 1947 and the Liquid Petroleum Gas Act
1956 and are also referred to in my comments on the Energy Coordination Bill. The
transferring of the administration of these Acts from SECWA to the Coordinator of
Energy and the Director of Energy Safety has brought them into sharp focus. The powers
vested in the Coordinator of Energy and the Director of Energy Safety are no greater than
those which were capable of being exercised by SEC WA in relation to these Acts. Of the
four Acts under consideration the earliest, the Electricity Act, was passed in 1945 and the
latest, the Gas Standards Act, was passed in 1972. It has become apparent that with the
passage of time these Acts should be reviewed with a view to being amended to reflect
the new energy environment following the introduction of the suite of legislation to effect
the restructure.
Amendments to the Electricity Act have a twofold purpose. First, they provide for the
Electricity Corporation to be a supply authority for certain purposes and, secondly, they
provide for the Coordinator of Energy and the Director of Energy Safety respectively to
assume the regulatory role which SECWA had previously fulfilled. The inspection
provisions have been repealed and have been replaced by comprehensive inspection
provisions in the Energy Coordination Bill. In order to maintain flexibility in the new
energy environment the Bill provides for the Minister for Energy to exempt the
Electricity Corporation or a supply authority from the requirement to pass certain
installations before electricity is supplied on such terms and conditions as the Minister
for Energy thinks fit.
in the interests of lighit-handed regulation and to allow the transitional process to proceed
smoothly, there is provision for consultation with the Electricity Corporation before any
new regulations affecting that corporation are made under this Act.
The role of SECWA under the Gas Standards Act is in the area of safety and that Act is
to be amended to substitute the Director of Energy Safety in place of SECWA. Their are
amnendments to give effect to possible changed circumstances following the introduction
of the legislation in that die Minister for Energy may exempt a gas undertaker or pipeline
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licensee from the duty to inspect certain gas installations on such terms and conditions as
the Minister thinks fit. The provisions dealing with inspection of certain gas appliances
have been tightened and a fee introduced to defray the cost of inspection.
The Bill includes a provision which is similar to that included in the Electricity Act
which allows consultation to occur prior to the introduction of any new regulations under
this legislation affecting the Gas Corporation.
The Gas Undertakings Act is directed towards the regulation of gas distribution, and the
amendments to the Act in the main substitute the Coordinator of Energy for SECWA as
the party responsible for the administration of that Act. Under the amendments to the
Liquid Petroleum Gas Act, the Director of Energy Safety will assume the role of
SECWA in relation to die regulation of the scandard, sale and delivery of liquid
petroleum gas. Finally, part 8 of the Act is devoted to effecting consequential
amendments to Acts which contain references to SECWA. I commend the Bill to the
House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Cheryl Davenport.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT (ELECTIONS) BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan -Leader of the House) [4.57 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to amend the Local Government Act and die City of Perth
Restructuring Act to give all councils the opportunity of having four year electoral terms
with half the members retiring every two years; and give the restructured City of Perth
and the three new towns the option of having their rut elections conducted by postal
vote and the State Electoral Commissioner.
Currently the Local Government Act provides that members of a council have a three
year term with a third retiring each year. This system is seen as reducing accountability
in that electors can vote for or against only a minority of councillors at any one time. In
addition, many councils are burdened with annual election costs. The proposal to have
four year electoral terms with elections held every two years is intended to enhance
stability, strengthen local accountability and contribute to long term planning. This
system is also proposed for the new Local Government Act.
The Bill provides councils with the option of continuing with the existing triennial
system or adopting the biennial system until the commencement of the new Local
Government Act which will be considered by Parliament in 1995. Those councils which
choose to change to the biennial system will have die option of three methods for
implementing the new system. One option will enable councils to phase in the change
for elections to be held in May 1995. Members whose terms expire in 1997 will serve
out their terms with their seats becoming vacant in that year. Members' terms expiring in
1996 will be reduced by one year so as to expire in May 1995. This will mean that the
May 1995 elections will comprise vacancies for terms which would have expired in May
1995 and 1996. Thus about two-thirds of councillors in councils which opt for this
system will face elections in 1995.
The second option is for a council to have a complete spill of all members' seats, with the
election resulting in one-half gaining two year terms and the other half gaining four year
terms. The third option will allow a council, with ministerial approval, to allow members
to complete their terms in 1995, 1996 and 1997 while phasing in the new arrangements.

[Questions without notice taken.]
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Hon GEORGE CASH: Thus the 1995 elections will be for four and two year terms; the
1996 elections for three and one year terms; and the 1997 elections for four and two year
terms. The Bill also provides, under the City of Perth Restructuring Act, for two new
concepts in running local government elections. In an endeavour to increae voter
participation in elections, provision has been made for the restructured City of Perth and
the date new towns each to choose whether their first elections should be conducted by
universal postal vote with a further option of having the State Electoral Commissioner
run the elections, at the Minister's discretion.
The use of postal voting for elections, involving 18 councils, has been very successful in
Tasmania, with elector turnout increasing on avenage from 22 per cent to 55 per cent of
total electors. Regulations will be developed prescribing arrangements for the postal
ballot, including a high level of security measures. At the same time, there is merit in the
suggestion that local government elections should be conducted independently from the
operations of each council to ensure the integrity of the electoral process. Provision has,
therefore, been made for the City of Perth and the thre new towns to have the option of
having their elections run by the State Electoral Commissioner, with the councils meeting
the expenses incurred by the commissioner. The decision will lie with the Minister. It
will be necessary to modify the electoral provisions of the Local Government Act from
the traditional supervised system of voting to one of universal postal voting. This is to be
achieved by regulations made under the existing powers of section 32 of the City of Perth
Restructuring Act. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TOURISM COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House). read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [5.34 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The role of the Western Australian Tourism Commission is to accelerate the sustainable
growth of the tourism industry for the longer term social and economic benefit of the
State. Tourism in Western Australia is a major growth industry employing
approximately 67 000 people and generating direct expenditure of nearly $2b per annum.
The role of the Western Australian Tourism Commission has been under review since we
took office, with the objective of achieving optimum efficiency within the organisation
and dhe effective participation of the private sector in forming policies and strategies.
This Bill proposes to amend the Western Australian Tourism Commission Act 1983,
which was extended by one year to 31 December 1994, and has been prepared after
extensive consultation with the industry. In summary, the amendments seek to -

Extend operation of the Act to 31 December 2004 with a further review of its
operation and effectiveness after five years - that is, 1999.
Generally update and clarify the functions and powers of the commission,
particularly its role in promoting, developing, facilitating, organising and
administering activities associated with events and conventions.
Separate the position of chairman and chief executive officer and define their
respective roles and responsibilities.
Introduce the concept of a distinct "board" of management.
Make appropriate adjustments to the basis of appointmentheruneration of board
members.
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Strengthen provisions relating to resolutions of conflict involving t pecuniary
interests of board members and breaches of confidentiality.
Provide "standard" authority for the giving of ministerial directions co the
commission.
Introduce a new section allowing the Minister to have access to information,
consistent with the recommendation of both the Burt Commission on
Accountability and the royal commission.

Western Australia is enjoying a boom in interstate and international visitor arrivals with
growth rates exceeding the overall growth of Australian anivals. Mlthough growth rates
of 10 per cent were considered exceptional in the 1980s, growth rames in excess of 20 per
cent are now regularly being recorded from international markets. These high growth
rates have resulted in an increase of nearly 4 000 new jobs in tourism related industries in
Western Australia during 1993-94.
As mentioned earlier, provision has been made in the Bill to review the operations and
effectiveness of the commission after five years, in 1999. During that period exciting
growth targets have been set for the industry including the doubling of international and
interstate visitor arrivals to approximately one million and 900 000 respectively and a
25 per cent increase in intrastate visitor trips to approximately 6.2 million. To cope with
this demand further investment is required in both public and private sector infrastructure.
with a need for more hotel rooms, man-made attractions, new international gateway
airports and tourism product on the groun 'd in all key tourism areas of the State. This Bill
allows for the continuation of the Western Australian Tourism Commission, including its
highly respected and high profile tourism, events and convention units at a time when
tourism is a vital industry in expanding Western Australia's economic base. I commend
the Western Australian Tourism Commission Amendment Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

STATUTES (REPEALS AND MINOR AMENDMENTS) BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [5.38 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The aml seeks to revise the Statute law by repealing spent, unnecessary or superseded
Acts, and by making miscellaneous minor amendments to various Acts. It is the
Government's intention to introduce such a Bill annually. This will expedite, and make
more efficient, the Parliament's legislative program by reducing the number of
amendment Bills dealing with relatively minor legislative amendments and repeals. To
be included in such Bills, amendments or repeals must be short and noncontroversial, and
not impose or increase any obligations or adversely affect any existing rights.
In addition to amendments or repeals initiated by Ministers, Parliamentary Counsel's
office can also include in the aml miscellaneous clerical corretions and amendments
which are discovered when it is drafting other Bills or compiling reprints of Acts. The
Bill will be introduced by the Premier. Subject to the orders and practices of the House,
it may be possible for different Ministers to have responsibility for the Bill at different
times during the Committee stage of debate.
The present Bill consists of die deletion of. or amendment to, various Acts which have
been identified as requiring attention by the Parliamentary Counsel over a considerable

*period. All the changes. included in the Bill are recommended by Parliamentary Counsel.
I also advise that explanatory notes which accompany the Bill briefly explain what each
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minor amendment or repeal entails. These explanatory notes will be made available to
all members for their information. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

BILLS (2). RETURNED
1. Reserve (No 1720) Bill
2. Reserves Bill (No 2)

Bills returned firom the Assembly without amendment.

ORD RIVER HYDRO ENERGY PROJECT AGREEMENT DILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received ftrm the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [5.41 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Since the construction of the main dam on the Ord River in 1969-72, a number of both
public and private organisations have examined the feasibility of generating
hydroelectricity at Lake Argyle. Considerable foresight was shown by the coalition
Government of the day in ensuring that provision was made for the future construction of
a hydroelectric power station. Recently the Ord River hydro energy project consortium,
led by Pacific Hydro Limited, approached the State with a proposal for the establishment
of a 30 megawatt power station at Lake Argyle to supply electricity to the townships of
Kununurra and Wyndham and the Argyle diamond mine. Pacific Hydro Limited is a
Melbourne-based publicly listed Australian company which specialises in "build, own
and operate" projects for small hydro power stations. The proposed power station will
have the capacity to meet the forecast demand for power in the north Kimberley region
for at least the next 30 years.
The purpose of this Bill is to ratify an agreement dated 26 October 1994 between the
State and the consortium for the construction and operation of the Ord River hydro
energy project. The agreement is relatively straightforward in that it simply provides a
framework in which the project can be constructed and operated. The majority of the
agreement has standard clauses applying to modem agreements, addressing such matters
as submission and approval of development proposals, the granting of tenure,
environmental protection, stamp duty exemption and local content. The Bill is consistent.
with the undertakting in the Government's 1993 policy document entitled 'The North", to
provide lower cost energy for the region through hydro power.
The project will involve -

the con struction of a hydroelectric power station of at least 30 MW adjacent to the
main damn on Lake Argyle;
a 132 kiovolt high voltage transmission line from the power station to the Argyle
diamond mine;
a 132 kV transmission line from the power station to the Kununurra township;
and

though not directly part of the project, SECWA will build a transmission line from
Kununurr to Wyndham to supply power from the hydroelectric power station to
Wyndhiam.
The power station will consist of two 15 MW turbines and the transmission lines wil be
approximately 170 Iciometres long in total. An immediate benefit of the project will be
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that SECWA will be able to convert the existing power stations at Kununurra and
Wyndham to stand-by duties only. This will be particularly welcome in Kununurra
where the existing power station operation has been of concern to residents.
The consortium has signed separate power purchase agreements with the State Energy
Commission and the Argyle diamond joint venturers which provide the security for the
investmet. In addition, the Water Authority has signed a water supply agreement with
the consortium for the supply of sufficient water to enable the power station to generate
the proposed electricity levels. The Water Authority will receive water availability
payments for this water. The water supply agreement will also ensure that the rights of
other users of the water, particularly irrigation users, will be protected when the project
proceeds. In effect, the water will be used twice; firstly, to generate power and, secondly,
for irrigation.
In recognition that the project is to be the first hydroelectric power station in Western
Australia to operate under a state agreement, a close examination of the operation of
existing Statutes which may have impinged on the project was undertaken. In particular.
the State Energy Commission Act, the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act and the
Country Areas Water Supply Act were closely examined and modifications were made
where necessary, without changing the safety requirements of those Acts. Members will
recall a similar approach taken with the Pilbara Energy Project Agreement Act earlier
this year. With respect to the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act and the Country Areas
Water Supply Act, the consortium has gained exemption from section 45 and section 39
of these respective Acts to ensure that the project is supplied with sufficient water to
fulfil its power supply obligations. The Water Authority will retain the overall
responsibility for the security of the darn structures and for ongoing operation and
maintenance of the dam.
The proposed hydro power station on the Ord River Dam has the potential to make far
greater use of the assets already in place in the region, offsetting operating losses
currently incurred by both the Water Authority and State Energy Commission. The
availability of an inexpensive and environmentally clean power source is expected to
stimulate future development in the region. Capital expenditure on the project is
estimated at $70m. Construction of the power station will begin in February 1995. Work
on the transmission lines is expected to take place in the dry seasons of April and
November next year. Power generation is anticipated to commence from early 1996.
The consortium estimates that approximately 100 persons will be required to construct
the power station, transmission lines and associated facilities.
Consistent with recent state agreements, sites for the Ord River hydro project facilities
must receive consent under the Environmental Protection Act and the Land (Titles and
Traditional Usage) Act prior to the approval of development proposals. Provisions in the
agreement also enable the dates for the submission and approval of development
proposals to be extended while the consortium and the State comply with the laws
relating to rights of traditional usage. Consent for the power station site has been
received under these laws. The two preferred transmission line moutes from the power
station to cununurra and the Argyle diamond mine are being assessed under the Land
(Titles and Traditional Usage) Act. The Environmental Protection Authority has reported
on the transmission line route alternatives and ministerial conditions will follow after the
statutory period for appeals, which ended on 11I November.
Matters to be addressed under the proposals contained in clause 7 of the agreement
include: The construction and operation of the power station site and switching station;
routes for the transmission lines; the Argyle and Kununurra facilities; water supply; the
use of local labour, professional services, manufacturers, supply contractors and
materials; and an environmental management program for measures taken in respect of
the consortium's activities.
I turn now to the specific provisions of the agreement scheduled in the Bill before the
House. The consortium under clause 5 must continue engineering, environmental,
market and finance studies to enable it to finalise and submit detailed development
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proposals. To facilitate these studies, the State will permit the consortium to enter upon
Crown land and pastoral leases. Clause 8 provides for the consideration and
implementation of proposals submitted pursuant to clause 7. Upon receipt of proposals,
the Minister for Resources Development, subject to the Environmental Protection Act
and laws relating to traditional usage. may approve the proposals wholly or in part; or
defer a decision until the consortium submits further proposals; or require a condition
precedent prior to the giving of approval. The consortium is to be notified by the State of
a decision on the proposals within two months of the compliance with the requirements
of the Environmental Protection Act and laws relating to traditional usage.
Clause 9 will allow the two month period pertaining to clauses 7 and 8 to be extended by
either party if necessary to comply with laws relating to traditional usage. Cause 11
provides for the grant of leases, licences and easements for the project, provided such
grant is in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act and laws relating to
traditional usage. Clause 11 also provides for the modification of the Land Act to
remove any inconsistency between the agreement Act and the Land Act. Under clause
13 the consortium, at the request of the Minister for Resources Development, will be
required to submit reports on rehabilitation, Protection and management of the
environment. The Minister may within two months of receipt of such a report request
amendment to the report or environmental program. In addition, the Minister can require
the submission of additional detailed proposals for the rehabilitation, protection and
management of the environment.
Clause 14 provides for the modification of the Electricity Act to remove any
inconsistency between the agreement Act and that Act. The modifications do not in any
way remove the safety requirements of the Electricity Act, but essentially assist the
approvals process under the agreement. Clause 16 will enable the consortium to obtain
its water requirements in accordance with the Water Authority Act and any other
applicable laws of the land. As mentioned, the consortium has entered into a water
supply agreement with the Water Authority of WA. The agreement will run for 25 years,
with an option to extend it for a further 15 years. Clause 17 will empower the consortium
to enter into an agreement with the State Energy Commission for the sale of electricity.
The power purchase agreement the consortium has entered into with SECWA will also
run for 25 years and is based on forecast demand for the region.
Clause 31 provides for the modification of the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act and the
Country Areas Water Supply Act to ensure the project is continually supplied with
sufficient water to fulfil the consortium's obligations and to remove any inconsistency
between the agreement Act and these Acts. Consistent with other recent state
agreements, clause 35 provides for restricted stamp duty exemption for consortium
transactions. In this case the transactions must be executed within one year from the
signing of the agreement to be able to claim the exemption. Other provisions within the
Ord River hydro energy project agreement are of a standard nature and do not require any
additional comment at this time. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

MEDICAL AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly without amendment.

PAWNBROKERS AND SECOND-HAND DEALERS DILL
Second Reading

Resumed from I November.
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [5.53 pm]: I thank
opposition members for their support of the Bill, particularly Hon Nick Griffiths, who
handled the eml for the Opposition. As indicated by Hon Nick Griffiths, the Bill will

7263



repeal the Pawnbrokers Act 1860, the Marine Stores Act 1902, and the Second-hand
Dealers Act 1906. The Hill provides far the licensing and regulation of pawnbrokers and
second-hand dealers. Primarily, it is aimed at stopping the flow of stolen goods through
pawnbrokers and the second-hand dealers industry. A- noted in the second reading
speech, since 1989 more than $l.6m worth of goods has been recovered by one police
division. Clearly, other areas within the Police Force will have recovered other stolen
goods that made their way into the system. There is no question that there has been a
need for reform of these three Acts. The nature of the industry that now represents itself
as the pawnbroking and second-hand dealing industry has changed dramatically over the
past 100 years. The population of this State has increased dramatically, and regrettably
the amount of stolen goods circulating in the community is such that serious reforms of
the existing Acts are needed.
Review and reform of the Pawnbrokers Act and the Second-hand Dealers Act is overdue.
That has been recognised by this Government and the former Government. The Law
Reform Commission reported in 1985 on the Pawnbrokers Act and in 1990-91 the Police
Department reviewed the Marine Stores Act and the Second-hand Dealers Act. Public
submissions were called in those inquiries. During 1993 a working group examined the
various submissions that were presented and the previous reports that had been produced.
This Bill is a result of those processes. As indicated in the second reading speech, part I
of the Bill contains the preliminary provisions of the Hill. Pant 2 provides for the
Commissioner of Police to be responsible for licensing pawnbrokers and second-hand
dealers. Part 3 deals with matters relating to entering into a contract with a pawnbroker
or second-hand dealer. Part 4 contains provisions that will enable police to effectively
enforce the proposed legislation. Pant 5 deals with miscellaneous matters, including
provisions to enable regulations to be made. A schedule attached to the Bill contains
transitional matters relevant to the three Acts the Bill proposes to repeal.
In his comments at the second reading stage Hon Nick Griffiths supported the Bill, but
questioned how a person who had previously pawned goods would be able to reclaim
those goods if the pawnbroker's licence had been suspended or revoked or had not been
renewed. I indicated at the time that I appreciated that Hon Nick Griffiths had raised this
matter. He put to me that although there may be some provision within the Bill for the
redemption of those pawned items, he was not able to find it At dhe time I indicated,
either by interjection or by nodding my head, that I thought he might be right, because I
also was unable to find a satisfactory provision within the Bill to enable someone to
redeem their pledges. Following Hon Nick Griffiths' comments I discussed this matter
with the Police Department. The Minister for Police was also involved in separate
discussions. It was agreed that there was a need to ensure that the legislation included an
appropriate provision that would enable people to reclaim their pledges should a
pawnbroker's licence be suspended, revoked or not renewed. It is intended during
Committee to move for the inclusion of new clause 93, which I understand was discussed
with Hon Nick Griffiths by personnel from the Police Department. I understand that the
wording is now to his satisfaction. I appreciate Hon Nick Griffiths' work in that regard
because the Bill needed some fining up. Hon Nick Griffiths has given notice that during
Committee he intends to move for certain penalties to be increased from $2 000 to
$5 000. That is consistent with a similar request by the member for Balcatta in the other
place. I indicate to Hon Nick Griffiths that following discussions with the Minister for
Police those amendments will be accepted by the Government.
Following the comments by Hon Nick Griffiths that clause 10(2) appeared to be
superfluous, it is intended that that also be deleted to satisfy Hon Nick Griffiths and
others. I will move an amendment to clause 88 on licensees' liability for employees and
agents. I thank Hon Nick Griffiths for his comments and look forward to proceeding
with those matters further during Committee.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 730 pm
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Commifttee
The Chairman of Committees (Hon Barry House) in the Chair; Hon George Cash (Leader
of the House) in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Interpretation -

Hon N.D. GRWFFITHS: The definition of second-hand goods refers to any goods which
have been worn or otherwise used, and so on, but not those in a class prescribed by
regulation. I note die law and order imperative which governs the Bill. What classes of
goods are in the Government's mind at this stage? I rake it that the regulations will be
enforced shortly after the Act is proclaimed.
Hon DOUG WENN: Does the definition of pawnbroker include auctioneers? Does the
definition of storage premises include, say, a household or a back shed set apart from the
premises of sale?
Hon GEORGE CASH: Second-hand goods, in general terms, means marine stores such
as cans, bottles and other items generally related to marine stores.
If the back shed referred to by Hon Doug Wenn were pant of a licensed premises it would
fall within the definition of storage premises.
Hon DOUG WENN: I was referring to a situation where perhaps I had a premises in Hay
Street -
Hon George Cash: Is the member referring to a storage premises?
Hon DOUG WENN: Yes. I may have a large shed on my premises in another suburb to
store excess material or goods.
Hon GEORGE CASH: In that case, a licence will indicate the various premises licensed
under the Act.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 7 put and passed.
Clause 8: Natural persons only to be licensed -

Hon DOUG WENN: What is a natural person?
Hon GEORGE CASH: A natural person is someone whom the court can order to be
taken into custody and gaoled. It must be a human being, nor a corporate body.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 9 put and passed.
Clause 10: Licensing officers -

Hon N.D. GRIFFITS: I move -

Page 7, line 26 to page 8, line 4 - To delete subclause (2).
I thank t Leader of the House for his foreshadowed support. I dealt with the substance
of this matter during the second reading debate. The pool of licensing officers is wide
enough when one considers the wording of subclause (1), and the wording of clause 91.
Hon GEORGE CASH: The Government accepts the amendment. During discussions
with the Police Department following the second reading debate, I indicated the
argument put forward by Hon Nick Griffiths and it was agreed that clause 10(2) was
superfluous. Given the amendment is accepted, it will be necessary for the commissioner
to appoint an additional number of members of the Police Force to act as licensing
officers. The commissioner believes this will not present a problem, and the Government
agrees to die amendment.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.

7265



Clauses 11 to 40 put and passed.
Clause 41: Records to be made by pawnbrokers -

Hon N.D. GRFFITHS: I move -

Page 28. line 6 - To delete "$2 000" and substitute "$5 000".
I thank the Leader of the House for the foreshadowed support of the Government. The
amendment endorses the srng view of the member for Balcanta that the increase in
penalty which it seeks will enhance die integrity of the Bill.
Hon GEORGE CASH: The Government is prepared to accept the amendment. It
follows from various penalty increases that were agreed to during debate in another place
when the Minister for Police gave an undertaking to the member for Balcanta that he
would consider the proposition advanced by that member that the maximum penalties in
clauses 41 and 43 should be increased from $2 000 to $5 000 in each case. The Minister
has reconsidered the position, and following the submissions made by the member for
Balcatta and Hon Nick Griffiths the Government is prepared to accept the amendment.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 42 put and passed.
Clause 43: Records to be made by second-hand dealers -

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I move -

Page 29, line 27 - To delete "$2 000" and substitute "$5 000".
The comments I made on clause 41 apply equally to this clause.
Hon GEORGE CASH: My comments on clause 41 apply equally to this clause, and the
Gov rnment accepts the amendment.
Ai~ ndment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 44 to 73 put and passed.
Clause 74: Entry to and inspection of licensed premises without warrant -

Hon DOUG WENN: This item comes up often. During the debate on the fisheries
legislation Hon Mark Nevill pointed out that inspectors can go onto premises without a
warrant. I accept they can go onto premises which are open during office hours, although
I7 am concerned that people can shift goods outside those hours. I do not accept,
however, that they can enter a person's home without a warrant.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Clause 74 provides for the authority to enter licensed premises.
The pawnbroker may be using a shed for storage purposes, and so long as it is part of the
licensed premises or included in the licence, that shed would be subject to the police
being able to enter those premises. it would not apply to a residence that is not part of
the licensed prermiscs.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 75 to 87 put and passed.
Clause 88: Licensee's liability for employees, agents.-
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 52, lines 20 to 24 - To delete the lines and substitute the folowing -

(3) In proceedings taken under this section -

(a) it is not a defence that the licensee did not know, or could
not reasonably have been aware of or have prevented the
offence being committed by the employee, or agent;
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(b) it is a defence, proof of which is on the licensee, chat the
licensee had taken reasonable steps to prevent the
commission of the offence.

1n its present form this clause is worded in a particularly harsh manner. It was
considered that as long as a licensee had taken reasonable steps to prevent an offence
occurring, that matter should be something that could be introduced or raised by the
licensee in mitigation of a charge. The amendment still places a considerable burden on
the licensee; however, where it can be shown that the licensee has taken reasonable steps
to prevent the commission of the offence, the opportunity is now afforded the licensee to
raise that as a defence. Clearly it will be up to a court of law to determine whether
reasonable steps have been taken to prevent the commission of the offence. The
Government believes that the provision in its amended form is a more acceptable burden
to be placed on any licensee in respect of any liability of his or her employees or agents.
Hon N-D. GRIFFITHS: I agree with what die Leader of the House has said. This is an
improvement to the Bill as previously printed and it has the Opposition's support.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 89 to 99 put and passed.
New clause -
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 56, after line 11 - To insert the following new clause -

Orders to enable redemption of goods where licence revoked etc.
93. (1) If a person who has pawned goods to a pawnbroker is unable to
redeem the goads because the pawnbroker's licence has been subsequently
suspended, revoked or not renewed, a court of petty sessions may, on the
application of any person, make such orders as the court thinks fix in
relation to conducting business at the premises for the purpose of
redeeming the goods.

(2.) Nothing in subsection (I) affects any power of a licensing officer or
a court in relation to licences.

(3) A person must not, without reasonable excuse, refuse or fail to
comply with an order under this section.

Penalty: In the case of an individual, $5 000 and 12 months'
imprisonment or, in the case of a body corporate, $20 000.

In my response to the second reading debate I mentioned that Ron Nick Griffiths in his
original comments queried whether there were provisions in this Bill to afford persons
the opportunity to redeem their pledges should a pawnbroker's licence be suspended,
revoked or not renewed. I indicated that I would need to do more research on the matter.
As a result of further discussions it has been considered appropriate, indeed necessary, to
incorporate this new clause, which will enable the redemption of certain goods where a
licence is revoked. etc. There have been some behind-the-Chair discussions with
Hon Nick Griffiths, who I understand agrees with this wording. A number of
propositions were put forward before we both settled on this wording. Hon Nick
Griffiths will agree that this is necessary and will now serve the intended purpose,
Hon ND. GRIFUTHS: I thank the Leader of die House and the legal services section of
the department of the Mtinister for Police. Every person involved was extremely
courteous mn their discussions with me and they have produced an improvement to the
Bill.
New clause put and passed.
Schedules 1 and 2 put and passed.
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Title put and passed.
Bill reported, with amendments.

ELECTRICITY CORPORATION BEIL
GAS CORPORATION BILL

Second Reading - Cognate Debate
Resumed from 2 November.
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [7.56 pm]: I thank
members of the Opposition 'for indicating their support of both the Electricity
Corporation Bill and the Gas Corporation Bill, which are being debated cognately at the
second reading stage. As members have indicated, the Electricity Corporation Bill
establishes the Electricity Corporation which will be required to carry out the functions
of generation, transportation and distribution of electricity in Western Australia. The
corporatisation is a strategy aimed at improving the level of efficiency and accountability
in government wraing enterprises. Quite clearly it is designed to be of benefit to both
consumers and taxpayers. The Gas Corporation Bill establishes a corporation which will
be responsible for the operation of the Dampier to Bunbury pipeline, the distribution of
natura gas in the metropolitan area, and the Bunbuiy and Geraldton regions, along with
tempered liquid petroleum gas in Albany'and simulated natural gas in Mandurab. The
primary function of the Gas Corporation is to acquire, transport, distribute and market
gas.
During earlier debate a number of questions were raised and I will respond to them.
individually. Hon Mark Nevill asked a number of questions, the first of which was, what
was the extent of management autonomy and authority in the Bills. It is fair to say that in
comparison with existing State Energy Commission of Western Australia arrangements
the amount of autonomy and authority will be significantly increased. I give for example
the boards' capital expenditure authority, which is being increased from $2m to $20m.
The corporations' boards will be responsible for remuneration, industrial and
employment opportunities. So in general terms the management autonomy and authority
is increased dramatically. Hon Mark Nevill also asked why local government taxes
should be paid to the State. This was also raised by Hion Doug Wenn. The object of
having both corporations pay local government rates and taes is to ensure competitive
neutrality with potential private sector competitors. Obviously direct payment to local
government of the amounts that would apply to these corporations could compromise
other revenue -and grant funding arrangements, as members will understand.
Hon Mark Nevill asked whether the community service obligations which will apply to
the uniform tariff policy will be paid from the consolidated fund. Community service
obligations are an important issue, and it is important also that the community service
obligations are identified clearly and taken into account when assessing the corporations'
performance and when comparing their performance with that of similar businesses. The
wide variation in the cost of electricity supply across the particular market segment will
make it difficult to differentiate between what constitutes a community service obligation
and what would be acceptable in a normal commercial enterprise. Part of the thrust of
the Bills is that these organisauions will operate as commercial enterprises. Details of
remote area power supplies, for which costs are generally much higher than for
interconnected system power supplies, will be reported separately in accordance with
clause 62(2). In this way, the cost of the franchise obligation will be clearly visible.
The task of identifying, costing and providing funding for community service obligations
will be addressed in detail in the annual statement of corporate intent Where a particular
community service obligation is part of a specific government program, it should be
identified with that program. For example, electricity supplied and charged rebates paid
to seniors and welfare card holders should be identified clearly and budgeted with other
elements of the Government's community welfare programs and funded from the
consolidated fund. Once the quantum of the community service obligations has been
established, whether there is a direct payment from the consolidated fund or a recognised
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deduction from the dividend that will be paid by the respective corporations will be a
matter for future determination. Itris important to note that the payments that are made
will be recognised and that credit for providing the community service obligation will be
given to the respective corporations.
Hon Mark Nevill asked whether the corporations will have internal audits. That matter
does not need to be provided for in the Bills as such, but it will be undertaken as a
function of good management practices. Both of the new organisations have provided for
the appointment of an internal auditor, and the boards will have an audit committee. Hon
Mark Nevill and Hon Doug Wena asked whether the Bills provide for annual and
quarterly reports to be tabled in the Parliament. Both Bills provide for annual reports to
be tabled, and it is rnoted that the Minister for Energy in another place moved an
amendment during Committee to ensure that quarterly reports are tabled also, so that
accountability will be absolute. We recognise that a number of members of Parliament
are keen to see quarterly reports tabled, and that may be a reasonable proposition in the
initial stage, but it will require those respective reports to be tabled in this House every
13 weeks, and the annual report will be tabled in due course. While I amn in favour of
accountability, it may be that in due course members will question why so much paper is
building up in this House, because rather than move that documents do lie upon the Table
of the House for the remainder of the day or sitting, we have a propensity to cable
documents so that they become the documents of the House and are kept in perpetuity.
That matter can be addressed separately.
Hon Mark Nevill referred to the power of direction and said that the Minister for Energy
will have the guiding position on all decisions. While in some cases the Minister will be
required to approve the corporations' decisions, accountability will rest clearly with the
corporations' board and executive. The Minister will, by virtue of provisions within the
Bills, have a general direction power in respect of the performance of the corporations'
functions. However, any direction given by the Minister must be tabled in the Parliament
and reported in the annual report. That requirement is consistent with other Bills which
have been introduced in this House.
Hon Mark Nevill and Hon Doug Wenn asked about the allocation of debt between the
new corporations and their ability to service that debt in the restructured market. The
process of restructuring SECWA into two independent corporations has also involved the
development of distinct segments or business units as provided for in clauses 62 and 58
of the Electricity and Gas Corporations Bills respectively. Each segment will be
allocated debt which reflects the value of its assets. The modelling studies which were
used covered a range of assumptions and futur market outlines and demonstrated each
of the business sections to be viable, with the exception of remote power systems, which
will receive ongoing support from the Electricity Corporation.
The majority of the Gas Corporation's debt will be allocated to the gas transmission
business, and all gas consumers will contribute to meeting the gas transmission costs.
Hon Mark Nevill acknowledged that the current cost of replacing the Damnpier to
Bunbury pipeline and its facilities would be in excess of the debt allocated, and that
would obviously make third party competition unlikely. Hon Mark Nevill said that
domestic and small business consumers would not receive cheap gas from SECWA. I ant
not suggesting that was a statement of fact. It was really said in passing and it must be
taken in the context of what was said at the time. It is expected that the competition
between electricity and gas will influence prices. For example, gas will have to remain
competitive in order to compete with time of use electricity tariffs, the introduction of
which is liely to be accelerated. Hon Mark Nevill asked whether SECWA makes a
profit on its Pilbara operations. The Pilbara electricity and gas business currently
operates at close to break even, and that position is likely to remain. Hon Mark Nevill
asked what will be the fate of the current SECWA gas inventory. The inventory gas will
be allocated to the Electricity and Gas Corporations, along with the remaining rake or pay
obligations associated with existing gas supply contracts, consistent with their forecast
energy demands. This will most likely result in an allocation of 80 per cent to the
Electricity Corporation and 20 per cent to the Gas Corporation.
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Hon Jim Scott made an observation that there was little in the Bills to encourage demand
side management. Although the Bills do not specifically refer to energy efficiency and
demand side management, responsibility for developing policy is being transferred from
SEC WA to the Coordinator of Energy. As J outlined this afternoon that person's
appointment is covered in the second reading speech and that person will be required to
ensure that those functions continue in the newly created positions.
Hon Doug Weno commented on the planning horizon for the strategic development plans
of the corporations and expressed the view that longer planning than five years might be
more appropriate. Within the Bill is a stipulation that strategic development plans be for
a five year horizon. Although there is a statutory requirement to plan for five years, it is
common practice for energy utilities to have longer term plans, especially for future
generation requirements. SECWA's current planning is on a 20 year basis and one would
assume that the new corporations will continue along those lines. Although the statutory
requirement is five years, it does not prevent the corporations from planning well beyond
that.
Hon Doug Wena also sought an assurance that the exercise would not translate into
unrealistic redundancies. Over the past five years the SECWA work force has reduced
quite substantially by natural attrtion and voluntary redundancy programs. It is thought
that any further reductions in the work force to improve overall productivity will be quite
modest and the responsibility for determining total staff numbers will be with the board
and management of the corporations. Future policy will be consistent with the agreed
objectives in the statement of corporate intent.
Hon Tom Helm raised a question about the ability of the Minister to be aware of the
corporations' activities generally and the investments they make. I make the point again
that the Government's process for the new corporations has been developed to give the
Minister the same powers as would be available to a majority shareholder of a company.
Under the arrangement in the Bills the Minister has the oppontunity to review and change
the direction, if he believes it to be appropriate, of both the strategic development plans
and the statements of corporate intent. Under clause 70 of the Electricity Corporation
Bill the Minister is also able to give directions to the corporation and has access to such
information and documents as he requires. There is a similar provis ion in the Gas
Corporation Bill.
The Minister is able to be kept informed of all matters that are likely to have an impact
on whether the corporations are able to achieve the agreed objectives or targets. The
directors on the corporations' new boards will have statutory responsibilities to the
Minister, as a shareholder, similar to those of directors in public companies.
Hon Doug Wenn made a number of other general points including whether the use of
contractors was something that occurred now and would be used in future to construct
power lines and gas pipelines. In that regard SECWA's current policy is to use a range
of specialist contractors for various tasks which include the fabrication and construction
of high pressure gas pipelines and high voltage tansmission lines. It is intended and
anticipated that the new corporations will continue with that practice. Contractors will
also continue to be used for tasks where it would be uneconomical for the new
corporations to maintain specialist equipment or skills.
Another area mentioned by Hon Doug Wena was whether the assessment of performance
would be for the hierarchy only or for all of the people on the job. He thought that
perhaps there would be increases in remuneration for the senior ranks only which would
not flow on to the rest of the organisation. The second reading speech relates specifically
to the boards and senior executives of the corporations, It covers remuneration and
conditions similar to those provided in lie industries for the same levels of
responsibility; however, there is no question that the same principles can be applied
across the organisation with all employees being paid on the basis of their skill levels and
performance.
Hon Doug Wenn also noted tha the Bills did not appea to mention research into future
sources of power. In fact, a close reading of the Electricity Corporation Bill indicates an
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opportunity for the tendering process to occur to ensure that future generating capacity is
provided in an optimum way. Opportunity is afforded to research into future sources of
power. The process thus allows for all alternatives to be properly assessed in an
independent and objective manner, and schedule 7 of the Bill sets out this process in
reasonable detail.
As to Hon Doug Wenn's point about whether there is a need for the strategic
development plan to be an ongoing requirement, as I indicated earlier, the planning cycle
is for a rolling five year plan. That will be known as the strategic development plan. A
plan known as the statement of corporate intent will cover the immediate financial year in
detail to allow a sensible measure of achievement against the plan. I repeat that there is a
statutory requirement for a strategic development plan to cover five years on a rolling
basis. It is expected that the corporations will follow SECWA's current practice; that is,
to use a 20 year horizon. Hon Doug Wenn asked for an undertaking that annual and
quarterly reports will be cabled in the H-ouse. I have said that an amendment was passed
in the Legislative Assembly which requires quarterly reports to be provided to the House.
I had an opportunity to go over the various matters raised by members during the debate,
and I think I have pretty well covered all of the questions raised. Again I thank the
Opposition for its support for these two Bills.
Question put and passed.
Bill =ead a second time.

ELECTRICITY CORPORATION BILL

Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Murray Montgomery) in the Chair;
Hon George Cash (Leader of the House) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1: Short title -
Hon MARK NEVILL: Earlier this evening I discussed national competition policy with
the Assistant Treasurer, George Gear, and one of his advisers. Obviously these two
corporations are not incorporated under Corporations Law. The adviser told me there is a
tendency by the Federal Court to regard some of these bodes as corporations; in other
words, if they look and smell like corporations, there is a tendency by the Federal Court
to treat them as corporations. With the new national competition policy coming into
force on 1 July next year. I wondered whether these Bills would be required to comply in
some ways with national competition policy. The State Government probably would not
give Goldfields Gas Transmission a licence to build a pipeline from Kalgoorlie to Perth
to tap into industrial markets here. Could thar be seen as being anti-competitive and
come under the aegis of the federal legislation? It is a fairly speculative matter.
However, in the second reading debate I said that it would be attractive for a developer to
build a parallel pipeline from Dampier to Perth. Obviously, the existing pipeline could
not compete with that, or if gas were discovered in large amounts in the northern Perth
basin - that is, offshore around Perth - that would have a dramatic effect on the viability
of the gas pipeline. In these two Bills, the Gas Corporation seems to be the more
vulnerable body because it will no longer have its major customers; it will be able to
charge them only a transmission charge. The domestic component would probably battle
to reach 5 per cent which means that the Gas Corporation will have to rely on the small to
medium size industries to recover its cost of capital and to get a reasonable rate of return.
Perhaps it is not something the Leader of the House can answer now. However, the
effect of a national competition policy and the question about how the Federal Court will
treat these corporations which will be set up under stare law and not under Corporations
Law need to be examined.
Hon GEORGE CASH: The national competition policy, while it is relatively new, has
not been overlooked by the Government. I am referring in particular to the Hiliner report
and its recommendations. We have said in the past that we do not believe there is any
need for a national policy. However, as a State, we are more than happy to see that
policy put in place so that the State and organisations are competitive on a national basis.
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There have been discussions, albeit limited, with the Commonwealth on the Gas and
Electricity Corporations. Ir is aware the Stare is splitting SEC WA. The Bills have been
structured in such a way as to comply with the national competition policy. Hon Mark
Nevill is right; in the end, 'whether they comply is a question that will be determined by a
court. However, to the. best of my knowledge, they comply. National competition policy
was considered when the Bills were drafted.
If an organisation such as Ooldfields Gas Transmission were to spend considerable funds,
it would be entitled to put down a pipeline. The Minister for Mines has an overriding
discretion when it comes to pipelines.
Hon Mark Nevill: You have to grant a licence.
Hon GEORGE CASH: That is right and there is a discretion. However, if an
organisation were prepared to put up the funds, there would be no real reason why it
should not be granted a licence. In relation to the economic impact of such a move, it is
important to recognise that the corporations will protect their positions by taking
contracts with major end users and, in a true business sense, they will protect their
position in the normal commercial way.
Hon MARK NEVILL: In the Leader of the House's second reading reply, he said that
third party competition was not likely. Will he elaborate on that?
Hon GEORGE CASH: Given the quantum of funds that are required to replicate the
sorts of businesses we are tadng about, it is most unlikely at this stage that any third
party will be in a position to compete. We are talking about very considerable amounts
of money.
Hon Mark Nevill: Are you talking about gas or electricity?
Hon GEORGE CASH: In particular, gas.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 21to5 put and passed.
Clause 6: Corporation and offiers not part of Public Service -

Hon MARK NEVIU. Why arm the corporation and its officers not part of the Public
Service? This was explained to me in the briefing [ received, but the matter should be on
record.
Hon GEORGE CASH: The Government considered whether a government trading
enterprise to be created should be strictly under the Public Service Act, or as it is now
known, the Public Sector Management Act. It was decided that if the Government was to
be true to its word and grant the autonomy chat is provided for in the respective Bills, the
boards of the respective corporations should be able to employ their own staff on terms
and conditions that they saw fit. In respect of the provisions of the Public Sector
Management Act that require certain levels of accountability and integrity within the
public sector, the Minister for Energy has given a commitment that the two corporations
will be required to establish codes of conduct consistent with those referred to in the
Public Sector Management Act and to provide generally for those other areas of
accountability that are already required in that Act. There is no in tendion to relieve the
corporations of the need to maintain ethical and financial standards.
Clause 16 provides for minimum standards for staff management. It provides that the
board, after consultation with the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards, must
prepare and issue an instrument setting out minimum standards of merit, equity and
probity applicable to the management of the staff of the corporation. Clause 24 deals
with codes of conduct and provides that the board, after consultation with the
Commissioner for Public Sector Standards, must prepare and issue a code or codes of
conduct setting out minimum standards of conduct and integrity to be observed by staff
members. The clause further provides that the board must have regard to the principles
set out mn section 9 of the Public Sector Management Act. Members will, of course,
recall with ease the provisions of section 9.
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Hon MARK NEVILL: The Public Sector Management Act requires that chief executive
officers report to the Premier. I gather that would be untenable with the CEOs of these
new corporations.
Hon GEORGE CASH: The Public Sector Management Act requires that CEOs report to
their Ministers, but they are employed by the Minister for Public Sector Management.
CEOs are responsible for their own staff. The member is quite right in that it would be,
untenable for the CEOs of these new corporations to report to the Minister for Public
Sector Management.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 7 to 12 put and passed.
Clause 13: Chief executive officer -
Hon MARK NEVILL:- Subclause (6) provides that the Minister is to appoint the initial
CEO. Why has the horse been put before the cart, because the power to appoint CEOs is
given to the board in subelause (2)?
Hon GEORGE CASH: The reason is that the board will not exist prior to the
appointment of the initial CEO, and that person's appointment is obviously a matter to be
handled by the Minister for Energy. Once the board is established it will appoint
subsequent CEOs.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 27 put and passed.
Clause 28- Functions -
Hon MARK NEVJILL: Will the Leader of the House please explain the expression "turn
to account" in subclause (l)(d)? The reference is 'turn to account any technology,
software or other intellectual property". I thought the Bill might use a more English
expression.
Hon GEORGE CASH: The term "turn to account" 'is generally accepted to mean "to rake
commercial advantage of". The word "exploit" might be another possibility. Without
attempting to impose the burden of responsibility on Parliamentary Counsel, I must
acknowledge that that was Parliamentary Counsel's choice of words when talking about
the need for the corporation to take commercial advantage. The words were accepted as
words that were understood by courts and would be understood by the corporation and
the various purchasers of the corporation's product. It is very much a commercial term.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 29 put and passed.
Clause 30: Powers -

Hon MARK NIEVILL: Subclause (3)(b) provides for the corporation to make any ex
gratia payments which the board considers to be in the corporation's interest. Did the
State Energy Commission of Western Australia have that power? I understand that ex
gratia payments are made by the Treasury. I am not aware of them being made by a
department or a statutory corporation.
Hon GEORGE CASH: This power is not available to the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia. However, it was considered that if the corporation wanted to make
certain payments to organisations it would be similar to the provisions in subclatise
(3)(a), which provides for the corporation to make gifts for charitable purposes. If it
wanted to sponsor an organisation it could do so by making an ex. gratia payment.
Hon Mark Nevill: To the Wittenoomn football club?
Hon GEORGE CASH: If the board agreed that could come within the meaning of an ex
gratia payment.
Clause put and passed.
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Clause 31 put and passed.
Clause 32: Interruption etc.,,of supply -
Hon MARK NEVIILL: This is probably a pedantic point, but subclause (1) provides for
the corporation to have an opinion., I thought that if an accident or emergency occurred
the senior management would make the decision to interrupt, suspend or restrict the
supply of electricity. I finid the wording of this clause rather strange. I can understand
corporations having policies, but they annot have opinions. Perhaps the clause should
nominate senior officers.
Hon GEORGE CASH: If it is necessary for the corporation to interrupt, suspend or
restrict die supply of electricity because of an accident, emergency, potential danger or
other unavoidable cause, this provision protects the integrity of the system. I do not think
there is any dispute that the corporation should be able to restrict or shut down the supply
of electricity in the case of an emergency.
The member asked why the words. "in its opinion" were included in this subclause.
Clearly, the corporation is supplying to a considerable number of end users and the
restriction, interruption or suspension of the supply of electricity may be the subject of
litigation in due course. Somebody within the organisation has to make a decision. The
corporation must formn an opinion that there is a need to interrupt, suspend or restrict the
supply of electricity because there has been an accident, emergency, potential danger or
other unavoidable cause. It is not a case of nominating one person - the corporation will
delegate responsibility to various officers within the organisation. The corporation needs
the authority to interrupt, suspend or restrict the supply of electricity and to do that it
must form an opinion to do whatever it intends to do.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Obviously a board meeting could not be called if there was an
accident and for that reason the board would not be asked to make that decision.
Certainly, the board delegates authority. the senior management would make that
decision, but the corporation, not senior management, is contracting with its customers,
Hon George Cash: The corporation tmploys officers to carry out its functions. The
corporation needs to do certain things, but within'that its officers will make the day to
day decisions for which the corporation will be liable in due course. In the case of a
cyclone it would not be possible to call a board meeting. The senior officers would be
delegated authority to interrupt, suspend or restrict the supply of electricity.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 33: Subsidiaries -
Hon MARK NEVILL: -Subclause (2) requires the corporation to have the memorandum
and articles of association of every subsidiary of the corporation. I am sure that under
Corporations Law the memorandum and articles of association are available for public
inspection. I cannot find any requirement under this Bill for that to occur. Does it mean
that they will not be available for public inspection?
Hon GEORGE CASH: It would not be appropriate for any subsidiary of the corporation
to have a greater power than the parent body. The clear intention is that the subsidiaries
will act consistently within the provisions of this Bill. The shareholder is the Minister for
Energy and I am advised that for the time being there is no reason why the memorandum
or the articles of association should be made public. Unless the member can indicate to
me why they should become public my advice is that there is no real cause at this stage.
Hon MARX NEVILL: The memorandum is like an Act and articles of association is like
the regulations. Corporations are set up by the Parliament.
Hon George Cash: You could have them tabled in the Parliament, but it would be a
decision for this place to make.
Hon MARK NEVILL: I suggest that when this legislation is amended consideration be
given to including in it the tabling of memorandums and the articles of association so that
members are aware of what these subsidiaries are doing.
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Hon GEORGE CASH: I will certainly refer that situation to the Minister for Energy.
The Government has no intention of hiding anything and it is something that can be
considered when the legislation is amended.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 34 to 57 put and passed.
Clause 58: Minister's agreement to draft statement of' corporate intent.-
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 33, after line 22 - To insert the following subclauses -

(2) The Minister must within 14 days after he or she agrees to a draft
statement of corporate intent under subsection (1) cause a copy of it to be
laid before each House of Parliament or dealt with in accordance with
section 96.

(3) The board may request the Minister to delete from the copy of a
statement of corporate intent that is to be laid before Parliament a matter
that is of commercially sensitive nature, and the Minister may, despite
subsection (2), comply with the request.

This amendment strengthens same of the matters raised during the second reading
debate, and it is a statement of goodwill from the Government to show that it wants
matters tabled in the House.
Hon MARX NEVILL: Reference is made in the proposed subclause (2) to section 96.
Hon George Cash: Clause 96 deals with supplementary provision as to the laying of
documents before the Parliament- Various provisions are listed as to the manner in
which the documents are to be tabled or transmitted to the House. Later, a minor
amendment will be made to clause 96. The current Bill requires that a copy of
documents transmitted to a Clerk of the House and quoted in the Bill is printed by
authority of the Clerk of the House. I am advised that is in fact not required, and that is
.why it will be omitted in due course.
Hon MARX NEVILL: The Opposition supports the amendni.
Amendment put and passd.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 59 to 61 put and passed.
Clause 62: Annual reports -

Hon MARK NEVILL: During the second reading debate the Leader of the House said
the debt would be allocated to the different categories, as outlined in clause 62. 1
presume he was referring to the generation of electricity, the tansmission of electricity,
the interconnected grid system, the Pilbara interconnected system and remote power
stations. Will he confrm that he said no debt will be allocated to remote power stations?
Hon GEORGE CASH: I do not think I said that at all. The remote power stations will be
allocated their sham of the debt.
Hon Mark Nevill: I thought you qualified that.
Hlon GEORGE CASH: When I was referring to the concern expressed by Hon Mark
Nevill. with respect to the allocation of debt to the new corporations and their ability to
service the debt in the restructured market, I said that the process of restructuring
SECWA into independent corporations has also involved the development of distinct
segments, or business units, as provided for in clauses 62 and 58 of the Electricity and
Gas, Corporations Bills respectively. I went on to say that each segment has been
allocated debt reflecting the value of its assets, and the modelling studies carried out,
which covered a wide range of assumptions and market outcomes, showed that each of
the business sections was viable and would remain viable, with the exception of the
remote power systems which will receive ongoing support from the Electricity
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Corporation. I wqs referring to che viability of the remote power systems and not the
allocation of the debt.
Hon MARX NEVIL.L: It was probably an assumption on my part but, if' they rely on a
subsidy from Treasury or the corporation, there is no likelihood of their making a return
on their investment. Therefore, what is the point of allocating them any debt in the first
place?
Hon GEORGE CASH: The Bill is structured in such a way as to require transparency of
operations. by both corporations. The need to subsidise the remote power systems is
recognised, and is not being shied away from by the Electricity Corporation or the
Government. The fact that they will be allocated their share of debt is nothing more than
transparency across the board. The need to subsidise the remote power systems is
recognised as a fact of life. However, it is clearly intended that remote power systems
should not be in a position in which they pay more than the general tariff being paid
across the system generally.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 63 to 92 put and passed.
Clause 93: Progressive introduction of access to electricity transmission capadty
and electricity distribution capacity -

Hon MARK NEVILL: I have read in debates about the exposure of smaller consumers,
of either electricity or gas, to competition. At the moment their ability to directly
negotiate with suppliers is based on their exceeding a certain consumption each day. I
understand that the smaller consumers have thresholds and that in years to come those
thresholds will drop and competition will exist. Where is that schedule located in the
Bills? If it is not in the Bills will the Leader of the House outline what it is?
Hon GEORGE CASH: Hon Mark Nevill. is right, it is not nominated specifically in this
Bill; it is by ministerial order. However, it relates to gas and I anm advised that the cut-off
point at which users can negotiate direct is 1 000 TJ per annum. Clause 93 of the Gas
Corporation Bill which relates to this matter is the same numbered clause as in the
Electricity Corporation Bill.
Hon Mark Nevill: Does it not apply to the Electricity Corporation?
Hon GEORGE CASH: It will apply from July 1997 with respect to high voltage
transmission.
Hon MARK NEVILL. Where is that information available? Will the Leader of the
House supply me with a copy of that ministerial order?
Hon GEORGE CASH: It is by ministerial decision or ministerial order in due course. I
am not in a position to supply the member with it at this stage. It is not in a public
document.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 94 and 95 put and passed.
Clause 96: Supplementary provision as to laying document before Parliament -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 59, line 6 - To insert after "56(5)," the designation "58(2),".
Page 59, line 17 - To omit paragraph (b).

The first amendment simply adds the number of the clause relating to the tabling of the
statement of corporate intent to the list applicable to the general divisions for laying a
document before Parliament when it is not sitting. It is a technical amendment that was
picked up hy the parliamentary draftsman.
I said earlier with respect to paragraph (b) there was no need for a copy of the document
transmitted to the Clerk of the House to be printed by authority of the Clerk of the House.
Therefore that paragraph can be deleted.
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Hon MARK NEVIIL: The Opposition supports the amendments.
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Claus 97 to 100 put and passed.
Schedule 1 put and passed.
Schedule 2 -
Hon MARK NEVILL: I understand that public servants appointed to the board wil not
receive any remuneration. What will be the indemnity insurance situation with public
servants who are members of the Electricity Corporation's board? Being public servants,
will they not be subject to being sued or other legal actions being taken against them?
Hon GEORGE CASH: The provisions of schedule 2 very closely follow those of general
Corporations Law. Public servants are not paid when they sit on government or semi-
government boards. That has been government policy for many years. It will be a
decision for the corporation to cover a public servant while that person is a member of
the board or corporation. In the commercial world it is often taken up by organisationis. I
expect the directors will raise the question of liability with their board soon after its
establishment.
Schedule put and passed.
Schedules 3 and 4 put and passed.
Schedule 5 -
Hon MARK NEVILL: Clause (3) requires stand-by power and preservation of system
continuity and integrity. My reading of the clause suggests that if someone has access to
provide electricity to the transmission system, he must have stand-by capacity available.
Obviously that would not apply to someone supplying electricity via a wind farm. If the
wind is not blowing it would be pointless to have auxiliary power to meet a requirement.
Would the corporation require that auxiliary power, or would it have its own auxiliary
power in a situation such as that in Esperance?
Hon GEORGE CASH: Where power was not available the corporation would have to
contract with a third party. Clause 3 of this schedule provides that the corporation is
entitled to the details of the user's arrangements in relation to the supply of stand-by
power and has the right to disconnect loads in circumstances where that stand-by power
is inadequate for any reason. The corporation has the right to disconnect any user in
emergency circumstances or for maintenance purposes.
Schedule put and passed.
Schedule 6 -

Hon MARK NEVILL: The requirements under clause 6(2) of the schedule are desirable.
What percentage rate of return would the Government consider reasonable on the
corporation's capital investment, and over what period would the Government expect the
corporation to recover that investment?
Hon GEORGE CASH: This matter is still the subject of consideration. The general
formula that can be used is 20 per cent equity and 80 per cent debt to work out the
recovery over the life of the asset. However, at this stage I am not able to provide that
percentage. This schedule is included to ensure that the corporation acts within
reasonable parameters and that end users are charged a reasonable rate for the product
being sold. If anything, it is a belts and braces job to ensure there is no unreasonable
charging and, to encourage competition, to ensure that it is within the parameters set out
within the schedule.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Would that information be provided in the statement of corporate
intent for performance targets and those sorts of considerations under clause 54?
Hon GEORGE CASH: Clause 54(2)(a) provides that the statement of corporate intent of
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the corporation and any subsidiary must specify performance targets and other measures
by which performances may be judged for objectives for the relevant financial year. My
advice is that that is not necessarily the situation. Cause 6(3)(c) of the schedule indicates
that the corporation must make publicly available such details of its pricing methods as
are sufficient to indicate to existing or prospective users how prices for that access are
established. That mechanism is contained within the schedule rather than in clause 54.
Schedule put and passed.
Schedule 7 put and passed.
Tidle put and passed.

GAS CORPORATION BILL
Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hlon Murray Montgomery) in the Chair;
Hon George Cash (Leader of the House) in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 25 put and passed.
Clause 26: Reports to Minister -
Hon MARK NEVILL: This clause requires the board to deliver a copy of its annual
report to the Minister. It also requires it to deliver to the Minister a separate report
related to codes of conduct. Will that report be made available only to the Minister, or
will it be tabled in the House or made public in any way?
Hon GEORGE CASH: It is intended that the report should be provided to the Minister,
but the board is also required to provide a copy to the Commissioner for Public Sector
Standards. It is not one of the reports that is required to be tabled. However, the Bill
makes it clear that codes of conduct which have been established after consultation with
the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards must be maintained and enforced.
Hon MARK NEVILL: If a breach of the code of conduct occurs who would take action?
Will it be the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards, the board, or the chief executive
officer of the board?
H-on GEORGE CASH: I refer the member to clause 25(3). The Commissioner for
Public Sector Standards may at any time raise with the Minister matters relating to the
code of conduct referred to in clause 24.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 27 to 58 put and passed.
Clause 59: Minister's agreement to draft statement of corporate intent -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 33, after line 22 - To insert the following subclauses -

(2) The Minister must within 14 days after he or she agrees to a draft
statement of corporate intent under subsection (1) cause a copy of it to be
laid before each House of Parliament or dealt with in accordance with
section 96.

(3) The board may request the Minister to delete from the copy of a
statement of corporate intent that is to be laid before Parliament a matter
that is of commercially sensitive nature, and the Minister may, despite
subsection (2), comply with the request.

My comments on the same clause in the Electricity Corporation Bill apply.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 60 to 63 put and passed.



[Tuesday, 22 November 1994] 77

Clause 64: Contents of annual reports -
Hon MARK NEVILL: The clause provides that the annual report of the corporation
contain such information as is required to be included in the report by the Minister.
Large sections of the Financial Administration and Audit Act do not apply to the
corporations Bills. Therefore, the Treasurer's Instructions in the FAAA will not apply.
How will the Minister convey to the board the requirements to be included in the annual
report? It will be a demanding exercise because the Treasurer's Instructions regarding
annual reports are voluminous.
I would not want to saddle the Gas and Electricity Corporations with all the requirements
of those instructions, because it would be a fairly large exercise for the Minister to tell
the board what it should include in those reports. Perhaps that should be done after the
annual report is presented if something is missing, rather than doing it initially.
Hon GEORGE CASH: The Office of Energy and the performance monitoring unit will
advise the Minister on the sort of information that should be provided in the annual
report. Hon Mark Nevill is probably right in saying that after the firs: report there may
be some modification to information that might be required or that some information may
be considered to be no longer necessary. The member is also right in saying Urn: the
organisations should not be burdened by all the requirements of the FAAA. However,
there must be accountability within the organisations, notwithstanding the fact that they
are not required to observe the substantial requirements of that Act,
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 65 to 95 put and passed.
Clause 96: Supplementary provision as to laying document before Parliament -

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 59, line 6 - To insert after "57 (5)," the designation "59 (2),".
Page 59, line 17 - To omit paragraph (b).

This is a similar amendment to the one moved to the Electricity Corporation BiUl.
However, the figure to be inserted is different. The line is to be omnitted because there is
no need for the statement to be made. It is, therefore, superfluous. The general
comments I made regarding the amendment to clause 96 of the Electricity Corporation
Bill apply.
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 97 to 100 put and passed.
Schedules 1 and 2 put and passed.
Schedule 3 -
Hon MARK NEVILL: It is very difficult to follow how the Financial Administration and
Audit Act applies in schedule 3 Clause 45(4) reads -

The provisions of sections 78 to 91 (inclusive) and section 95 of the Financial
Administrration and Audi: Act 1985 apply to the corporation as if it were a
statutory authority named in Schedule 1 of that Act.

Clause 38(2) talks about section 92 of that Act applying to the audit of the corporation. I
cannot see where section 93 of the FAAA applies; that is, the requirement that the
Auditor General provide an opinion on the financial statements. Is there a provision in
the Bill for the Auditor General to provide an opinion on the financial statements and
sign them off?
Hon GEORGE CASH: I give Hon Mark Nevill a commitment that I will check the
matter he has raised. However, the requirement for the Auditor General to act in a
particular manner is contained in clause 40 of the schedule.
Schedule put and passed.
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Schedule 4 put and passed.
Schedule S -
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 109, after line 32 - To insert the following clause -

Saving for existing contracts
6. (1) The Minister may by order published in the Government Gazette
declare that this Schedule does not apply to an existing contact. specified
in the order or any provision of such a contract.

(2) Where a declaration is in force under subclause (1) in respect of a
contract the terms and conditions on which access to gas timnsmission
capacity is made available, despite this Schedule, are to be those provided
for in the contract.

(3) Despite this clause the corporation must take into account the
provisions of an existing contract .for the purposes of fulfilling its
obligations under clauses 3 and 5.

(4) In subclause (1) "existing contract" -

(a) means a contract made before the commencement of this
Schedule that is binding on the corporation and that relates
to the sale of gas and the transmission of gas through the
gas transmission system; and

(b) includes any contract entered into by the corporation -

(i) in substitution for a contact referred to in
paragraph (a) or any provision of such a contract; or

(ii) by way of amendment of a contract referred to in
paragraph (a) or subparagraph (i).

This amendment provides for pre-existing contractual rights of Alcoa Pty Ltd to transport
gas in the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline. Negotiations are continuing with
Alcoa with the objective of securing it as a standard customer, in which case the
amendment would not need to be applied. This amendment will protect the current
situation, and it is important that it is incorporated otherwise the company will be
exposed. In due course, if other arrangements are made with the gas corporation, this
saving in respect of existing contracts will not need to apply. For the time being there is
a need to incorporate this amendment.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon MARK NE VELL: How do these rules on access to and pricing for gas transmission
capacity differ from access to and pricing rules for the goldfields gas pipeline and the
Pibara energy project? Are they t same or are they significandly different for third
panties?
Hon GEORGE CASH: I cannot answer that in absolute terms, because this schedule was
tailor-made for this corporation. However, I will seek some advice and obtain a
comnparison with the other two projects.
Hon MARK NEVILL: I appreciate that offer. The Opposition will support the schedule.
Schedule, as amnended, put and passed.
Schedule 6 -
Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

Page 114, after line 10 - To insert the followi ng clause -

Saving for existing contracts
6. (1) The Minister may by order published in the Government Gazette

7280 [COUNC.ELI



[Tuesday, 22 November 1994]128

declare that this Schedule does not apply to an existing Contract specified
in the order or any provision of such a contract.

(2) Where a declaration is in force under subclause (1) in respect of a
contract, the teams and conditions on which access to gas distribution
capacity is made available, despite this Schedule, are to be those provided
for in die contract.

(3) Despite this clause the corporation must take into account the

provsions of an existing contract for the purposes of fulfilling its
oligsations under clauses 3 andS5.
(4) In subelause (1) "existing contract" -

(a) means a contract made before the commencement of this
Schedule that is binding on the corporation and that relates
to the sale of gas and the distribution of gas through the gas
distribution system; and

(b) includes any contract entered into by the corporation -

(i) in substitution for a contract referred to in
paragraph (a) or any provision of such a contract; or

(ii) by way of amendment of a contract referred to in
paragraph (a) or subparagraph (i).

This amendment is needed to protect the situation with existing contracts.
Hon MARK NEVILL: The Opposition supports the amendment.
Amendment put and passed.
Schedule, as amended, put and passed.
Title put and passed.
Bills reported, with amendments.

MOTION - SELECT COMMITTEE ON CAPE RANGE NATIONAL PARK
AND NINGALOO MARINE PARK, APPOINTMENT

Resumed from 8 June.
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [9.43 pm]: I
indicated earlier that on completion of the Gas Corporation Bill and the Electricity
Corporation Bill we would adjourn the House. However, in discussions between my
colleague Hon Phil Lockyer and others agreement has been reached to handle this order
of the day. I understand that Hon Phil Lockyer in responding on behalf of the
Government intends to move certain amendments to the terms of reference originally
moved by Hlon Graham Edwards.

Amendments to Motion
HON P.H. LOCKYER (Mining and Pastoral) [9.44 pml: I move -

To delete all words and to substitute the following -

(1) That a Select Committee of five members be appointed to -
(a) examine and report on the importance of the Cape Range National

Park and Ningaloo Marine Park to tourism, mining, petroleum,
fishing and other industries in the shires of Exmouth and
Carnarvon;

(b) examine the legislative steps taken in Queensland and nationally to
protect the Great Barrier Reef;

(c) examine policies and practices implemented to protect the Great
Barrier Reef;
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(d) investigate what further steps Western Australia should take to
protect Cape Range National Park and Ningaloo Marine Park, and
to satisfy the demands of competing land uses particularly in view
of possible exploration and mining activity;

(e) examine and report whether these parks should be extended;
(f) examine and report on the need to introduce a single authority to

oversee the management of the Cape Range National Park and
Ningalco Marine Park;

(g) investigate possible changes to the existing legislative and
administrative framework used to regulate and control these
activities that would lessen any conflict which may arise into and
better balance development and conservation objectives.

(2) 'he committee have power to -

(a) send for persons, papers and records;
(b) present interim reports;
(c) move from place to place to gather evidence.

(3) The quorum for the committee be three members.
(4) The committee report finally to the House no later than 30 November

1995.

The PRESIDENT: This is where the member is coming to grief. If I have what he has
distributed to everybody else, it is an alternative proposition and not a proposed
amendment. The member cannot move to delete words, delete them and then put them
back again. That is what he would be doing if he moved to delete the words in the frst
motion and to accept those in the second one. I have to put the question separately on
each one of these paragraphs and the member has to move the words to be added.
Hon P.H. L.OCKYER: I move the amendments standing in my name.
The PRESIDENT: The question is that the motion be agreed to, to which Hon P.H.
Lockyer has maved in paragraph (1)(a), after the word 'tourism" in line 2, to add the
wards "mining, petroleum, fishing and other industries".
Amendment put and passed.
The PRESIDENT: Hon P.H. Lockyer has moved in subparagraph (d), after the word
"Park" in line 2, to add the words "and to satisfy the demands of competing land uses".
Amendment put and passed.
The PRESIDENT: Hon P.H. Lockyer has moved to add after subparagraph (f) a new
subparagraph (g) -

investigate possible changes to the existing legislative and administrative
framework used to regulate and control these activities that would lessen any
conflict which may arise into and better balance development and conservation
objectives.

Amendment put and passed.
The PRESIDENT: Hon P.H. Lockyer has moved to add a new subparagraph (c) -

move from place to place to gather evidence.
Amendment put and passed.
The PRESIDENT: Hon P.H. Lockyer has moved in paragraph (4), after the ward "than"
in line 1, to delete the words "Tuesday, 6 December 1994" and to substitute the words
"30 November 1995".
Amendment put and passed.
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Motion, as Amended
HON P.H. LOCKYER (Mining and Pastoral) [9.54 pm]: I thank the House for adding
those words. They will strengthen the select committee. I understand that we will
consider the composition of the select committee next week after the Opposition has had
the opportunity to discuss it in caucus.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Helm.

BILLS (S) - ASSENT
Message from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1. Public Works Amendment Bill
2. Local Government (Superannuation) Legislation Amendment Bill
3. East Perth Cemeteries Repeal Bill
4. Mines Safety and Inspection Bill
5. Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [9.56. pm]: I
move -

That the House do now adjourn.
Adjournment Debate - Tax on Waste Management and Recycling

HON DOUG WENN (South West) [9.56 pm]: I bring to the attention of the House the
important issue of the reintroduction by the Federal Government of a tax on waste
management and recycling. I hope all members will stand with me in condemning the
federal Minister for reintroducing this tax. We all understand the importance of private
enterprise and local government working together to manage waste more effectively. I
spoke in this House recently about the problems that exist in the south west and also in
the metropolitan area in regard to waste management. It is a backward step for the
Federal Government to impose a 100 per cent tax on waste management.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Abominable!
Hon DOUG WENN: Yes. People who are involved in waste management need
assistance from not only the Federal Government but also local government. At one
stage, those people were given a 100 per cent tax rebate. That rebate was then reduced to
50 per cent, and it will now be cut out altogether. That is abominable. The State
Minister for the Environment should also be condemned because he stated this morning
on ABC Radio that he had known for the last three months that this would happen. Had
the Minister been responsible, he would have advised everyone and given us the
opportunity of getting hold of the federal Minister, giving him a good shake, and saying,
"You are doing the wrong thing." To hear on the radio this morning that he knew it
would happen, yet we found out only yesterday through the Press that the Federal
Government is heading in this direction, is, to use the words of Hon Derrick Tomlinson,
an abominable situation.
As a member of the Labor Party I condemn very strongly and very soundly the federal
Minister for bringing in those taxes. As I have said in the past, and probably will say
again in the future, waste management is at crisisgpintin this State. I have tried to
encourage the State Government or the Federal Gvrment to do something about
stockpiling plastics and paper, as is the case when them is an overabundance of wool and
wheat in the hope that the world market will turn around. For the Federal Government
to come forward with this massive tax increase is shameful. I am interested to see what
the overall tax collection on waste management would be at the end of the financial year.
I am sure it would be larger than the incentives given to private enterprise and local
government. This will impact on schools which raise funds from collecting waste as a
means of buying equipment. Will they also be taxed?

7283



7284 (COUNCEI

I have been a member of die Labor Party for many years, and I will always be; but I
condemn this inister. He is wrong in what he is doing. He stands to be condemned by
the whole nation, not just this State, at a time when we need nothing but encouragement
to handle waste management.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.01 pm



[Tuesday, 22 November 19941 78

.QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TRADES HALL - OFFICE SPACE, GOVERNMENT LEASE
742. Hon P.R- LIGHTFOOT to die Leader of the House representing the Premier

(1) Which government departments rent office space in Trades Hall, located
at 82 Beaufort Street, Perth?

(2) What is the cost per square met, per annum, for office space at Trades
Hall?

(3) What are the total costs of outgoings. for government departments, per
square metre, per annum?

(4) Is the space that the Government rents in Trades Hail being utilised at
optimum levels?

(5) What are the conditions for renewing the Government's lease at Trades
Hall?

(6) Does the Government intend to renew the lease at Trades Hall on
expiration?

(7) Who were the former Ministers who negotiated the lease rentals of the
Beaufort Street property?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply-
(1) No State Government departments rent office space in Trades Hall.
(2) Unknown.
(3)-(7) Not applicable.

ABORIGINAL LEGAL SERVICE - RILEY, ROBERT, BAIL PAYMENT
INQUIRY

799. Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT to the Leader of the House. representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) Was an inquiry ever initiated over the allegation in 1992 that the

Aboriginal Legal Service Chairman, Mr Robert Riley, attempted to pay
for his bail in July 1992 with funds from the ALS?

(2) 11 yes, what was the outcome of that inquiry?
(3) If no, what was the impediment to such an inquiry?
(4) Is the Minister for Police aware that new allegations have been made that

a receipt for the $3 000 bail was issued to the ALS for the "first" $3 000
and that die relevant police department was instructed not to issue a
second receipt for the subsequent bank cheque that was paid the next day
for Mr Riley's bail?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Commissioner of Police has advised as follows -
(1}.42) Yes. The Commissioner of Police has advised that an inquiry

established that the amount of $2 984.66 was satisfied by a bank
cheque which was paid for from a private accout.L

(3) Not applicable.
(4) No. However, I am furter advised by the Commissoner of Police

that two receipts were written for the cheque because the police
officer receiving it incorrectly filled the first one out to t
Aboriginal Lega Service. This was refused by the ALS solicitor
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as the bank cheque was paid for from a private account. The first
receipt was cancelled and a second was then correctly issued.

KING LEOPOLD RANGE NATIONAL PARK - PROCLAMATION
Mt Hart Stradion Tourist Operation

SOD. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Has there been a management plan prepared for the proposed King

Leopold Range national park?
(2) How can the Department of Conservation and Land Management protect

the environment within the proposed national park while the department is
running a tourist operation from the former Mt Hart homestead?

(3) Does CALM intend to retain the tourism facilities at die Mt Hart
homestead within the boundaries of the proposed national park once it is
created?

(4) Are there any other instances of tourist operations functioning within
proposed or existing national parks without park management plans in
place for those areas?

(5) If so, which areas?
(6) Is the land tenure of the Mt Hart station still that of a pastoral lease?
(7) Does the current tourist operation at Mt Hart station fall within the terms

of allowable activity under the pastoral lease conditions?
(8) When will the King Leopold Range national park be proclaimed?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) No; management plans are only prepared for reserved lands where
they have statutory relevance.

(2) The operation of visitor facilities at the Mt Hart homestead
contributes significantly to the protection of natural values.
Without a presence of the managers who are retained to provide
visitor services as well as protect and maintain facilities, the
homestead and surrounding areas would have been significandly
vandalised. Funds raised from the operation are used to protect the
area as well as ensuring the safety and comfort of visitors.

(3)-(4) Yes.
(5) Tourism activity takes place in most proposed and existing

national parks which do not have management plans as it is
consistent with the purpose of national parks.

(6)-47) Yes.
(8) CALM is negotiating with adjacent pastoral lease holders to

achieve a more manageable and appropriate boundary for Mt Hart
Station for conservation purposes. Reservation of the area will be
pursued when all boundary adjustments have been finalised.

DENMARK CLAY TARGET CLUB - HAY RIVER RESERVE LEASE
826. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for

the Environment:
(1) Is die Minister for the Environment aware of concerns by local residents

about die Department of Conservation and Land Management's decision
to lease t Hay River reserve to the Denmark Glay Target Club?
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(2) What efforts were made by CALM to find an alternative site which meets
the needs of the club?

(3) Can the Minister for the Environment advise where the -

(a) clubhouse; and
(b) shooting range
will be constructed on the reserve?

(4) Is it correct that the shooters will be firing in a southerly direction and
over the track at the southernmost boundary of the reserve, which leads to
the swimming and picnic area known as "the reservoir"?

(5) Is it correct that lead shot from the shooters will be deposited in the
adjoining farmer's paddock?

(6) Is the Minister for the Environment aware that large numbers of people,
the majority being children riding to the safe swimming hole, endwvo-
riders, mountain bike riders, horse riders, canoeists, fishers and picnickers,
use the track?

(7) Is the Minister for the Environment prepared to listen to the concerns of
the local users of the reserve and find a suitable alternative which meets
all of the needs of the Clay Target Club?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) Yes.
(2) The Department of Conservation and Land Management examined

the option of the Denmark Clay Target Club sharing facilities with
the Denmark Pistol Club. Other alternative sites were examined
on the ground and by desktop studies.

(3) (a) The clubhouse is proposed to be 400 metres north of
location 6723 and 600 metres east of the Sunny Glen Road.

(b) The shooting range will be 25 metres south of the
clubhouse.

(4) T'he shooters will fire in a southerly direction but not over the
track.

(5) Advice has been sought from the Police Department which has
indicated that shot will not be deposited on the adjoining farm
paddocks.

(6) I am aware that small numbers of people use the track.
(7) 1 am prepared to discuss the issue.

BRALDSHAW, DR WAYNE - POLICE MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS
833. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Police:
(1) In addition to former police officers Wayde Smith and Bill Doherty, how

many and who were the other police officers who used the services of
Dr Wayne Bradishaw for the purposes of police health examinations?

(2) Does the Police Department pay for such services and, if so, how much
was paid to Dr Bradshaw in the three years leading up to his departure
from Western Australia?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Commissioner of Police has advised as follows -
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(1) There is no record of Dr Wayne Bradshaw having ever performed
the statutory police medical examinations such as recruitment
medical examinations or promotion medical examinations. Until
1993, all such examinations were done in-house by the Police
Medical Officer or Occupational Physician (now titled Director,
Health Services Division). Since 1993, some examinations have
been performed by a limited number of accredited outside
practitioners. Dr Wayne Bradshaw has never been on a list of such
accredited practitioners.

(2) Police officers, like any member of the general public, have
complete freedom to consult medical practitioners of their choice.
Such consultations are a private matter between the officer
concerned and the medical practitioner and this deparment usually
only learns of these through reimbursements. The Police
Department pays for services rendered by private medical
practitioners to police officers under two circumstances. These
are-

(a) For work related injuries or illness. In these cases, the
Police Regulations provide for direct payment of the
medical practitioner's account through Health Services
Division.

(b) For non-work related medical expenses the current
provision is that police officers claim from Medicare and
that any shortfall between the total account and the
Medicare rebate is reimbursed by the department again
through the Health Services Division.

A search of records at the Police Department's Finance Division
has shown that since July 1988, there has never been a payment of
any kind made to Dr Wayne Bradshaw as such. It is possible that a
payment could have been made to a company in which
Dr Bradshaw had an interest, but unless a company name cant be
nominated, it is not possible to check further.

DISABILITY SERVICES - COMMONWEALTH-STATE DISABI]LITY
AGREEMENT

856. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Health representing the
Mnister for Disability Services:
(1) When did the Commonwealth-State Disability Agreement commence?
(2) How long is the agreement for?
(3) In dollar terns, how much recurrent funds were granted in the first year

and how much was one-off funding in the first year?
(4) In dollar terms, how much has been spent to date?
(5) For each year of the Commonwealth-State Disability Agreement

operation, in dollar terms, how much has been convented to one-off
payments and why?

(6) What recurrent and one-off payments have been granted in the 1994-95
Budget year?

(7) How much of this funding has been committed?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The Commonwealth-State Disability Agreement was signed by the

Premier of Western Australia and the Prime Minister on 30 July 1991.
The Western Australian Schedule to the Commonwealth-State Disability
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Agreement was signed by Ministers on 17 June 1993 and took effect on
1 July 1993.

(2) The agreement is for five years and concludes on 30 June 1997.
(3) Total recurrent dollars pranted in the first year was $24.5m and .'one-off'

$1.9m.
(4) $22.8mn has been spent to 30 June 1994.
(5) No funding for continuing services has been converted to once off funding

projects. As at 30 June 1994, $3.658m of funds from projects pending
approval or full implementation, plus the balance of the 1992-93 one-off
allocation, was carried forward as once off funding into 1994-95. These
funds are managed as part of the total pool of funds available for the
period of the agreement.

(6) Total one-off dollars pranted in the 1994-95 budget year is nil and
recurrent is $25.8m.

(7) All recurrent funding 1994-95 has been fully committed within the
endorsed framework.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF - OLD
GROWTH FOREST STUDY

867. Hon J.A. SCOTT' to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:

With reference to question 139 of 9 June 1994 -
(1) Has the Department of Conservation and Land Management carried

out the study yet to identify the 3 200 hectares of high value old
growth forest?

(2) If not, when will this occur and is it budgeted for?
Hon NY. MOORE replied:

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) The identification program is ongoing through the 10 year life of

the plan.
(2) No special budget is required; it Will be funded through existing

work programs.

FORESTS - DIRECTOR, APPOINTMENT
868. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) Is there a position in Western Australia known as the director of forests?
(2) Isoa-

(a) who is the occupant of this position;
(b) when was this person appointed director of forests;
(c) was the position advertised at all in Western Australia or elsewhere

in Australia before this appointment was made; and
(d) was a selection committee appointed to consider applicants for the

position?
(3) If no selection committee was involved in the appointment, on whose

advice to Government was the appointment made?
(4) What qualifications does the applicant hold?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes - as provided under the Conservation and Land Management
Act 1984 section 42. It is a Senior Executive Service position and
is classified level 9 under the Public Service award 1992.

(2) (a) Donald John Keene.
(b,) Mr Keene was transferred at the same classification from

the position of Manager, Forest Resources which he had
held since 23 April 1987 into the position on 10 May 1990
following retirement of the previous occupant (P.N.
Hewett) on 16 November 1989; Keene was already
classified at level 9 and was a member of the department's
corporate executive.

(c)-(d) No.
(3) Following discussion and consultation between CALM executive

and the Office of Executive Personnel, Public Service Commission
of Western Australia.

(4) Bachelor of Science (Forestry), Diploma in Forestry.
REMNANT VEGETATION - LANDOWNERS, INCENTIVE SCHEMES

869. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Has the Minister for the Environment or his department designed any

incentive schemes to encourage landowners to preserve areas of native
vegetation?

(2) Is the Minister for the Environment aware of any other department
promoting such schemes?

Hon NYF. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes. The Department of Conservation and Land Management was
involved in the remnant vegetation protection scheme with the
Department of Agriculture, and continues to help administer and
further refine. this scheme. CALM is also responsible for the
adminisnration of the Roadside Conservation Committee,
developed jointly with Main Roads Western Australia and
Westril. The RCC works with State Government and local
government authorities in programs for the protection and
conservation of native vegetation and wildlife habitat along
roadsides throughout the State. CALM also aids community
groups and private individuals to obtain funds through the
Commonwealth Government's Save the Bush program and other
national LAindcarv program initiatives. CALM has a rural nature
conservation officer, whose duties include providing advice and
assistance to those wishing to access such funding and general
promotion of the benefits of conserving remnant vegetation.
CALM's vegetation and tree planting advisory service provides
advice and assistance to persons wishing to protect remnant
vegetation as well as planting trees for conservation and land
rehabilitation. CALM also publishes information to assist those
wanting to find out how to conserve their vegetation remnants, an
example being the 1993 publication "Managing your Bushland", a
guide for Western Australian landowners.

(2) Yes. See ).
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DAMS - CARTER PROPERTY, MT BARKER ROAD, DENMARK
870. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Water Resources:
I refer to the damn recntly constructed on Ric and Sandy Canter's property
on Mt Barker Road, Denmark -

(1) What is the size of the darn and how much water does ir hold when
full?

(2) Were any complaints received about the dam's effect on the flow
of water through landholders' properties further dovinstizam?

(3) How many complaints were received?
(4) Is the Minister for Water Resources or his department aware of

what method the Carters have used to ensure that a continuous
flow of water is ensured to properties downstream?

(5) Is this method effective?
(6) Was this darn classified as a referable damn?
(7) If not, why not?
(8) What are the criteria for a dam to be classified as a referable darn?

Hon MLAX EVANS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for
Water Resources has provided the following response
(1) Th e darn wall height is less than 5 metres and although the

capacity has not been quantified the damn is very shallow for the
majoity of its area.

(2) Yes.
(3) One.
(4) Yes; although still under negotiation, it has been determined that

an overwall siphon will be used to deliver a constant flow into the
watercourse once the natural spillway flow has ceased.

(5) Since the dam has been filled, it has overflowed through the
spillway; therefore the siphon has not operated and the
effectiveness is yet to be determined.

(6) Na.
(7) Did not meet the referable dam criteria.
(8) Acdarn is areferable darnif -

(a) itris orwillbe 10 metres orrmore inheighrand has a
reservoir capacity of mpre than 20 000 cubic metres; or

(b) it is or will be 5 mn or more in height and has. a reservoir
capacity of 50 000 cu mn; or

(c) irrespective of the height or reservoir capacity of a dam, the
reservoir created thereby may constitute a danger to life or
property in the event of its failure.

PORT KENNEDY PROJECT - LAND GRANTED FREEHOLD AND
LEASEHOLD, VALUES

880. Hon L.A. SCCYIT to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for
Planning:

Further to answers to question on notice 141 of 12 May 1994 -
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(1) Is it correct that the land values of -
(a) the 25 ha to be granted freehold under the Port Kennedy

Development Agreement Act to developers; and
(b) the 210 ha to be granted leasehold for 75 years,
are not known by the Government or the Minister for Planning?

(2) Why has no valuation been done pior to the proposed land swap, of
approximately 20 ha, between the Government and the proponents?

(3) Is the Minister for Planning aware that, on the basis of land values in
the neighbouring St Clair Estate, the 20 ha could be worth over
$80m?

(4) Is the Port Kennedy project in financial trouble?
(5) Is this land being given to the developers to increase the commercial

viability of the project?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) No valuations have as yet been requested of the Valuer General as the

proponents have yet to comply with clause 4 of schedule 1 of the Port
Kennedy Development Agreement Act. Valuations will be made at the
appropriate time pursuant to clause 10 of schedule I and for the
determination of rates and taxes when these become applicable.

(2)-(3),(5)
The Minister for Planning is unclear about what exchange the member is
referring to.

(4) The Minister for Planning is not aware of any financial problems in
respect of the Port Kennedy project.

COMPACT STEEL - STEEL MILL, EAST ROCKINGHAM INDUSTRIAL
PARK

Rocinrgham Lakes Regional Park; Endangered Flora arid Fauna, Peel Electorate
886. Hon J.A. SC07 to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

With regard to the coalition parties' envirornental poicy and the Peel
electorate, released on 29 January 1993 -

(1) Is the Premier aware of the proposal to establish a Compact Steel
mill in Kwinana?

(2) How does this fit in with the policy promise to "establish
environmentally acceptable industry on the Kwinana Industrial
Strip"l?

(3) What is being done to "investigate the impact of proposed
development on Point Becher (the cusp area) and the Port Kennedy
area in general"?

(4) What is being done to "support the prompt establishment of the
Rockingham Lakes Regional Park"?

(5) What is being done to "carry out a review of endangered flora and
fauna species throughout the Peel electorate" and in particular the
development areas like Port Kennedy?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) Compact Steel proposes to locate a steel mill in the East Rocinghamn

industrial park - improvement plan 14.
(2) The project is the subject of an ERMP and the Government is awaiting the

advice of the EPA. It is consistent with the Goverrnent's policy for the
are's industrial developmenL.
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(3) An expert geomorphologist has been appointed. Scientific termis of
reference have been prepared and approved by the Minister for the
Environment in September 1994. These are now being implemented. A
geomorphic site management plan has been prepared ensuring scientific
access to the site in perpetuity. The Port Kennedy Development
Agreement Act gives the board the authority to facilitate further study of
the geomorphology of the area and to educate the public - part 4 section
13(1)(d).

(4) The State Planning Commission's strategy for managing the metropolitan
region's growth (metropolitan) identifies the Rockingham Lakes regional
park as one of 14 such parks to be progressively planned and developed,
following a prescribed procedure of reservation, acquisition, development
and management. A program of regional park establishment is being
implemented over time according to resources and funding.

(5) A study for the entire Swan coastal plain, funded by CALM and the AHC,
has recently been completed. It contains a floristic survey of rare
vegetation assemblages. Rare fauna studies are ongoing. A conservation
management plan for Port Kennedy, including recommendations on
geomorphology. flora and fauna, is being considered by the Port Kennedy
Management Board. The plan recommends continued detailed study.

OLD MELBOURNE CLUB INC - PREMIER, HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
Owner Involved with Port Kennedy Development; Sandbourne Holdings Pry Ltd

887. Hon J.A. SCOTIT to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:
(1) Has the Premier been offered honorary membership of the Old Melbourne

Club?
(2) Is the Premier aware that the owner of the club, and his associates, are

involved with the Port Kennedy development?
(3) Is the Premier also aware that this development is subject to sensitive

approvals from the Government?
(4) Does the Premier or his family have/had any interest in Sandbourne

Holdings Pty Ltd?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) All aspects of this size require approvals from a number of

government agencies.
(4) Not to my knowledge.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF -
HERBARIUM WA

Genus Conosperm ur Specimens
888. Hon J.A. SCOTT' to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the

Environment:
Noting that the Western Australian Herbarium is now under the control of
the Department of Conservation and Land Management and with
reference to the genus Conospermwn, one species of which is the
smokebush for which the Executive Director of Conservation and Land
Management has signed contracts giving exclusive rights to AMRAD -

(1) Were specimens of each species of this genus lodged with and held
by the Western Australian Herbarium, as is customary for all known
Western Australian flora?
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(2) Have all specimens of the genus Conospermum been removed fran
public access in the Western Australian Herbarium?

(3) lf yes -
(a) did this occur after the signing of the contracts; and
(b) have the specimens of the genus Conospermum been

removed only from public access, or from the Herbarium
collection?

(4) If removed from the Herbarium collection, where are they to be
found now?

(5) On whose authority were the specimens removed?
(6) For what reason were they removed?
(7) Will they all be returned, and if so, when?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

The member is incorrect in inferring that AMRAT) has been given
exclusive rights to all use of the genus Conosperrn. The agreement
between AMRAJ) and the Western Australian Government limits
AMRAD's access to the development of pharmaceutical products only.
The agreement with AMRAD does not hinder or prevent others in die
community from accessing Conospennwn for existing or new activities -
eg, wildflower harvesting, horticulture, other research.
I am advised that -

(1) The WA Herbarium holds a representative collection of all known
tana of WA flora, including Conosperrnm.

(2) No specimens of Conospernuon have been removed from the
Stare's collection of flora, held at the WA Herbarium. Access
conditions for information on Conospernxm are no different from
those for all other tana held at the WA Herbarium.

(3)-(7)
Not applicable.

SMOKE DETECTORS - VISUAL AND AUDIBLE ALARMS
892. Hon J.A. SC0TT to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for

Emergency Services:
On ABC Radio on Tuesday, 13 September 1994 the Minister for
Emergency Services indicated he was considering the installation of fire
warning devices being made mandatory for new residential buildings.
Will die Minister for Emergency Services ensure the safety of impaired
hearing persons, by prescribing that visual alarms, as well as audible
alarms, be established in new homes?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Emergency Services has provided the following reply -

As previously advised in response to the member's question witout
notice of 13 September 1994, a ministerial committee has been established
to investigate and mnake recommendations on whether them is a need for
legislation in Western Australia for the compulsory installation of smoke
detectors in residential dwellings. I have asked the committee to consider
the need for visual alarms for impaired hearing persons in this procss.
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INCINERATORS - BIOMEDICAL WASTE
Stephenson and Ward Incinerator, Classification

912. Hon L.A. SCOTT to die Minister for Education representing the Minister for the,
Environment:
(1) Where are the premises on which there are biomedical waste incinerators

that process -

(a) not more than 100 tonnes; per annum;
(b) more than 100 tonnes per annum but not more than 500 tonnes per

annum;
(c) more than 500 tonnes per annumn but not more than 2 000 tonnes per

annum; and
(d) more than 2 000 tonnes per annum?

(2) Have any of the above premises been licensed by the Department of
Environmental Protection?

(3) If not, why not?
(4) If yes, which have been licensed?
(5) If unlicensed premises exist when will they be licensed?
(6) What is the classification of the Stephenson and Ward incinerator as

defined under the Environmental Protection Act?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for dhe Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) 67 biomedical waste incinerators were identified in a recent survey
of all public and private health care establishments by the
Department of Environmental Protection and the Health
Department of Western Australia. I attach a list of these premises.
The size of each establishment will be determined on assessment
of their licence applications. [See paper No 535.1

(2) Not as yet. Licence application forms have been sent to all those
premises identified on the list and they are required to be returned
by 11 November 1994.

(3)-(4)
See (2) above.

(5) I anticipate that they will be licensed in late November or
December 1994.

(6) The classification of the Stephenson and Ward incinerator as
defined under the Environmental Protection Amendment
Regulations 1994 is Biomedical Waste Incinerator. The
Stephenson and Ward incinerator processes about 500 tonnes of
biomedical waste per annumn.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMIENT, DEPARTMENT OF -
PHOSPHONATE PROGRAM, FUNDING

917. Ron L.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:

Further to questions asked of Dr Syd Shea during the Estimates
Committee hearings on the Department of Conservation and Land
Management -

(1) From what areas of the state Budget does the funding for the
phosphonate program come?.
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(2) What is the total amount of funding spent on the phosphonate
program?

(3) What is the total amount of funding derived from die state Budget
for the phosphonate program?

(4) Is any funding acquired from other sources for the phosphonate
program?

(5) Iffso -
(a) how much; and
(b) from whom?

Hon NYE. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) Division 72 - Conservation and Land Management Program 1.0

Nature Conservation and WildWife Management.
(2) 1992-93 $119756

1993-94 $158 876
1994-95 $134 885 (estimate)
on phosphonate research and applications.

(3) 1992-93 $36 756
1993-94 $43 876
1994-95 $24 885 (estimate)

(4) Yes.
(5) (a) 1992-93 $83 000

1993-94 $115000
1994-95 $110000

(b) Australian Nature Conservation Agency.
SCHOOLS - AUSThALIND, PRIMARY

Administration Area, Upgrading
920. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Australind Primary School. when is the administration area
likely to be upgraded?

Hon NYE. MOORE replied:
An upgrade of the administration area at Australind Primary School is
currently listed at priority 4 in the Bunbury North education district. On
this basis, it is unlikely that the upgrade will be undertaken in the near
future.

SCHOOLS - BINDI-BINDI PRIMARY
Repainting

922. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Bindi-Bindi Primary School -

(1) When will the external walls at the school be repainted?
(2) Is thart any possibility that the principal could be given more

administrative dine to cope with the ever increasing demands in this
-re of responsibility?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied-
(1) The painting at the school will be considered for funding by the Moona

District Minor Works Committee in 1995-96.
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(2) The allocation of administrative relief time to the principal of Bindi-Bindi
Primary School is in accordance with the current primary staffing formula.
An above formula entitlement has not been applied for through the

piary personnel branch.
SCHOOLS - BRUNSWICK PRIMARY

Upgrading
923. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

Wit regard to Brunswick Primary School -

(1) When is the drainage problem to the front garden and playing fields
going to be resolved?

(2) When will the leaking roofs to three classrooms at die school be
rectified?

(3) Are there any plans to upgrade the canteen facilities at the school?
(4) If yes, when?
(5) Is theme any proposal to upgrade the switchboard at the school and if

so, when?
(6) Is there a proposal to provide an upgrade to the electrical system at

the school?
(7) When will the netball courts at the school be resurfaced?

Hon N$F. MOORE replied:
(1) An amount of $5 500 has recently been expended to upgrade the

stormwater drainage. The balance of work required will be considered by
the district minor works committee in 1995-96.

(2) The leaking roofs at the school are currently being investigated by the
Building Management Authority and will be addressed as a normal, fault
item.

(3)-(4) Canteens are provided to existing schools on a 50:50 shared cost ba sis.
The school has been advised to apply to the Education Department when it
can fund its contribution of approximately $16 000.

(5)-(6) The upgrade of the switchboard and electrical system will need to be
considered within the context of district minor works.

(7) The resurfacing of the netball courts was not considered a priority in
1994-95. It will, however, be considered for funding by the district minor
works committee in 1995-96.

SCHOOLS - SOUTHERN CROSS DISTRICT HIGH
Upgrading

924. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Southern Cross District High School -
(1) Are there any plans to upgrade the canteen facilities at the school?
(2) -Does the department plan to upgrade the undercover

area/gymnasium facilities at the school?
(3) Is there a proposal to provide the school with improved staff

facilities; ie, staff toilet or staff meeting areas?
(4) Is there a proposal to provide the school with improved sick bay

facilities?
Hon NEF MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) The school has been listed for the provision of a covered assembly area
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and a canteen. The proposed work will be considered in relation to the
needs of other schools when the details of future capital works programs
are being prepared.

(3)-(4) The school has been listed for an administration upgrade including the
provision of improved staff and sick bay facilities. The proposed work
will be considered within the context of the 1995-96 budget process.

SCHOOLS - KOJONUP SENIOR HIGH
Specialist Teachers

928. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Kojonup Senior High School, does the Education
Department propose to provide more specialist teachers to the school?

Hon NF. MOORE replied:
No. Kojonup District High School is staffed to formula. The department
will provide I11 secondary teachers (including the principal) in 1995; this
is the same secondary allocation as in 1994. The school makes the
decision as to what secondary specialist teachers are employed. There is a
0.6 allocation for a primary physical education teacher as in 1994.

SCHOOLS - WUNDOWIE PRIMARY
Upgrading

93 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Wundowie Primary School -
(1) Is there any proposal to repaint the school?
(2) Does the departnent propose to provide a covered assembly area for

the school?
(3) Is there any plan to upgrade the computer facilities at the school?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No funding has been allocated for painting in 1994-95. It Will, however,

be considered for funding by the district minor works committee in
1995-96.

(2) The school has been listed for a covered assembly area and it will be
considered as part of the 1995-96 budget process.

(3) All schools are provided with computing equipment according to a
schedule based on actual student enrolnments. Primary schools are not
provided with computing classrooms>

SCHOOLS - WITHERS PRIMARY
Upgrading

933. Hon JOHN 1-ALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Withers Primary School -
(1) Does the Education Department propose to upgrade the

administration facilities?
(2) Will the department be implementing procedures to improve safety

on the prounds of the school?
(3) Is there any proposal to upgrade the toilet facilities at the school?

Hon NEF MOORE replied:
(1) An upgrade of the administration area at Withers Primary School has not

been afforded a high priority by the Bunbury District Education Office.
Accordingly, it is unlikely that the upgrade will be undertaken in the near
future.
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(2) An amount of $30 000 was spent on retaining walls and improved access
around the school several years ago. No additional expenditure is planned
at this time.

(3) No.
SCHOOLS -WILSON PARK PRIMARY

Upgrading
934. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Wilson Park Primary School -

(1) Is there any proposal to upgrade the toilet block?
(2) Does the department plan to upgrade the playground areas at the

school?
(3) Are there any plans to provide a covered assembly area for the

school?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No. Wilson Park Primary School has not been afforded priority for

replacement of the toilet block by the Bunbury District Education Office.
(2) The resealing of the playground areas will be considered for funding by

the district minor works committee in 1995-96.
(3) There are no definite plans at present to provide a covered assembly area

at Wilson Park Primary School. However, the matter will continue to
receive consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when future
capital works programs are being prepared.

SCHOOLS - WEST KAMBALDA PRIMARY
Upgrading

936. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:-
With regard to West Kanibalda Primary School -

(1) Is there any proposal to upgrade the carpets at the school?
(2) Are theme any plans to resurface the basketball court?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) The replacement. of carpet at the school will be considered for funding by

the Kalgoorlie District Minor Works Committee in 1995-96.
(2) The resealing of the courts was not considered a priority in 1994-95. The

project will be considered for furnding by the Kalgoorlie District Minor
Works Committee in 1995-96.

SCHOOLS - WARRIAPENDI PRIMARY
Upgrading

937. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Warriapendi Primary School -

(1) Does the department plan to resurface the car park?
(2) Is there a proposal to provide better watering/drainage facilities at

the school?
(3) Is the department considering providing extra specialist staff to the

school, especially in the literacy and numeracy fields?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The resurfacing of the car park was not considered a priority for funding

by the Balga District Minor Works Committee in 1994-95.
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(2) There are no plans to upgrade the watering/drainage facilities at the school
in 1994-95. The A/Principal has advised that no major problem exists in
this area.

(3) Specialist staffing at Warriapendi Primary School has been allocated in
accordance with the current primary staffing formula. An above formula
entitlement has not been applied for through the primary. personnel
branch.

SCHOOLS - WANAWAM REMOTE COMMAUNITY
Upgrading

938. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Wananami Remote. Community School -

(1) Is there a proposal to provide permanent classrooms with a separate
preprimnary centre?

(2) If yes, when?
(3) Does the department plan to provide an administration block?
(4) Is there a proposal to provide toilet facilities?

Hon NYF. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) No. Due to the low enrolment, the school conducts a rural integrated

program for preprimary students and consequently no purpose built
facilities are required.

(3) Wananami is listed for an upgrade of the administration area and it will be
considered as part of the 1995-96 capital works program.

(4) The school has adequate toilet facilities.
SCHOOLS - WAGIN PRIMARY

Upgrading
939. Hon JOHN HAL.DEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Wagin Primary School -
(1) When will the main electrical switchboard be replaced?
(2) Are the toiler facilities to be upgraded?
(3) If so, when?
(4) Is the school to be repainted?
(5) Are there any proposals to improve the staff facilities at the school;

ie, the provision of a deputies' office and upgrading of the staff
room?

(6) Will the school be provided with adequate facilities for teaching
music and drama?

Eon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The main electrical switchboard will be considered for replacement as part

of the 1995-96 maintenance program by the Narrogin District Minor
Works Committee.

(2)-(3) No. The toilets are adequate and in good condition.
(4) No funding has been allocated for painting in 1994-95. The school will be

considered for funding by the Narrogin District Minor Works Committe
in 1995-96.

(5) The school has been listed for an administration upgrade in a futur capital
works program.
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(6) The provision of these facilities at Wagin will be given every
consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when future capital
works programs are being prepared.

SCHOOLS - TELFER PRIMARY
Extra Teaching Staff

940. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Telfer Primary School, will the Education Department be
providing extra teaching staff to the school?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Telfer Primary School will be staffed according to the primary
staffing formula. Current allocation is 4.05 FTE.

SCHOOLS - PINGARING PRIMARY
Repainting

947. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Pingaiing Primary School, when is the school to be
repainted?

Hon. N.F. MOORE replied:
No funds have been allocated for painting in 1994-95. Painting will be
considered for funding by the Narrogin District Minor Works Committee
in 1995-96. The school has recntly received an additional toilet facility
and connecting walkway estimated at $10 000.

SCHOOLS - ONSLOW PRIMARY
Upgrading

949. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Onslow Primary School -

(1) Is the Education Department considering a complete or partial
upgrade of all facilities at the school?

(2) Are there any plans to provide the school with Aboriginal education
programs?

Hon N-P. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes. The construction of a replacement school on a new site wil be

considered in the longer term.
(2) Currently there are four Aboriginal education workers and one Englih

language and nurneracy teacher at Onslow Primary School. These support
staff are above the staffing formula. Aboriginal education workers are
placed into schools to provide support to teaching staff, students and the
Aboriginal community in an effort to enhance the effectiveness of school-
based programs. The ELAN program aims to -

extend teachers' understanding of the literacy and numeracy needs
of Aboriginal students;
support teachers in assessing, monitoring and reporting on the
literacy and numeracy understanding and slils of Aboriginal
students; and
develop and adapt material and resources to enhance the
development of literacy and numeracy skills and understanding.
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SCHOOLS - MT MANYPEACS PRIMARY
Upgrading

95!1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Mt Manypeaks Primary School -

(1) When is the school to have an interior repaint?
(2) Ane there any proposals to have the library facilities upgraded?
(3) Are therm plans to have music lessons moved to a venue other than

in die shed which is cwretly being used?
Hon NA MOORE replied:
(1) No funding has been anlocated for painting in 1994-95. The painting at

Mt Manypeaks is not considered a priority.
(2) It is not normal practice to provide purpose-built library/resource cents

in schools with an enrolment of less than 100 students.
(3) It is not normal practice to provide purpose-built music rooms in schools

with an enrolment of 57 students. The activity is generally carried out in
die classroom.

SCHOOLS - MARGARET RIVER PRIMARY
Extra Classroom

954. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Margaret River Primary School, are there any plans to
provide the school with an extra classroom?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
No. However, die student enrolment will continue to be monitored
closely.

SCHOOLS - MADDINOTON PRIMARY
Upgrading

956.. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Maddington Primary School -

(1) When is the school to be provided with a covered assembly area?
(2) When are the computing facilities to be upgraded?

Hon NEF MOORE replied:
(1) Maddington Primary School, which has wide verandas and an enrolment

of approximately 150 students, is not regarded for the provision of a
covered assembly area at this time.

(2) All schools are provided with computing equipment according to a
schedule which is based on actual student enrolments. Primary schools
are not provided with computing classrooms.

SCHOOLS - KOONAWARRA PRIMARY
Undercover Area

958. Hon JOH-N HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Koonawarra Primary School, when is the school to be
provided with an undercover area?

Hon N.E MOORE replied:
Koonawarra Primary School will continue to receive consideration in
relation to the needs of other schools when the details of future capital
works programs are being prepared.
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SCHOOLS - IGENDEMlP PRIMARY
Upgrading

959. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Kendenup Primary School -

(1) When is the school scheduled to be repainted?
(2) When is there to be an administration upgrade at the school?
(3) When are toilet facilities to be upgraded at the school?
(4) Are sick bay -and storage facilities at the school to be upgraded?

Hon NY. MOORE replied:
(1) No funds have been allocated for painting in 1994-95. Painting at the

school is not considered a priority.
(2) The school, which is listed as a high priority in the Albany District

Education Office for an administration upgrade, will receive every
consideration in relation to the needs of ether schools when the details of
future capital works programs are prepared.

(3) A new toilet block was built at the school in 1977.
(4) The provision of a new sick bay and additional storage will form part of

an administration upgrade.
SCHOOLS - CARNAMAR PRIMARY
Water Tank: Extra Teaching Resources

967. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Carnamah Primary School -
(1) When is the school to receive a water tank for the purposes of

reticulation?
(2) Is the school to be provided with extra teaching resources to deal

with the specialist needs of some students?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Funding is to be considered within the context of district minor works.

The Geraltzon committee is scheduled to meet on 31 October 1994.
(2) The school has not requested an above formula allocation from the

'Education Department's primary personnel branch.

SCHOOLS - HIGH W YCOMBE PRIMARY
Upgrading

974. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to High Wycombe Primary School -
(1) When are extra permanent classrooms to We provided?
(2) Is the Education Department to provide staff parking at the school?
(3) Are there to be extra toilets at the school?

Hon NYF MOORE replied:
(1) No additional permanent classrooms are planned for the school.
(2) The school may apply for staff car parking facilities to the Darling Range

District Office as a minor works submission, if considered a school
priority.

(3) No additional toilets am planned for the school.
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SCHOOLS - PORRESTFIED PRIMARY
Upgrading

978. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the inister for Education:
With regard to Forrestfield Primary School -

(1) When is the school scheduled to have the guttering maintaned?
(2) Is the drainage at the oval to be improved?
(3) When is the basketball court scheduled to be repaired?
(4) Are theme any proposals to upgrade the administration area.?
(5) When is the school to receive mare storage space?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) $2 600 was expended on replacing gutters at the school as part of the

1993-94 maintenance program.-
(2) Drainage improvements at the school were not considered a priority in

1994-95. The Darling Range District Minor Works Committee will
consider the project for funding in 1995-96.

(3) The resealing of the basketball courts was not considered a priority in
1994-95. The Darling Range District Minor Works Committee will
consider the project for funding in 1995-96.

(4) The school has been listed for an administration upgrade and it will be
considered as part of the 1995-96 budget process.

(5) Additional storage space will also be considered as part of a future
upgrade.

SCHOOLS - FORRESTDALE PRIMARY
Upsgrading

979. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regant to Forrcstdale Primrnay School -

(1) Are there any proposals to enclose the preprimary school veranda?
(2) If yes. when will this occur?
(3) Is the school scheduled to be reroofed so as to replace the asbestos?

Hon N.R. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) It is understood that the school is proposing to submit this matter to the

district minor works committee for funding consideration.
(3) The Education Department has a program to replace asbestos cement roofs

on a strategic maintenance basis. The roofs at Forresidale are in good
condition; therefore, no date for replacement has been determined.

SCHOOLS - EAST BEECHBORO PRIMARY
Maintenance

984. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the inister for Education:
With regard to East Beechboro Primary School -

(1) Is the guttering due for replacement?
(2) Are the drinking fountains going to be replaced due to the fact that

they do not work properly at the moment?
(3) Is the school to receive extra staff to cope with remedial work?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Gutter replacement at the school is not considered a priority in 1994-95.
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(2) The dinking fountains at the school will be treated as a normal
breakdown repair item.

(3) East Beechboro Primary School is staffed according to the primary
staffing table. No request has been received from the school for an above
formula allocation.

SCHOOLS - DUNSBOROUGH PRIMARY
Covered Assembly Area; Library

986. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Duosborough Primary School -

(1) Is the school to receive a covered assembly area?
(2) If yes, when?
(3) Is the school to receive a library?
(4) If yes, when?

lion N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) Dunsbomough Primary School will continue to receive every consideration

in relation to the needs of other schools when the details of future capital
works programs are being prepared.

(3)-(4) Yes, funding has been allocated in the 1994-95 capital works program for
a new library/resource centre.

SCHOOLS - DARDANUP PRIMARY
Upgrading

988. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Dardanup Primary School -

(1) Is the problem of drainage for the oval to be addressed?
(2) .Is t school to be provided with a library resource centre?
(3) Is the school to be provided with an undercover assembly area?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The matter of improved drainage for the oval will be considered for

inclusion in the 1995-96 capital works program.
(2)-(3) The provision of these additional facilities at Dardanup will continue to

receive every consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when
the details of future capital works programs are prepared.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF -
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ON COMMITTEES, BOARDS; DETAILS

992. Hon .A. SCOlT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) What committees and/r boards does the Executive Director of the

Department of Conservation and Land Management sit on?
(2) What functions do these committees and/or boards fulfil?
(3) What is the role of the Executive Director of the Department of

Conservation and Land Management on each of those committs and/or
boards?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) The executive director has statutory ex officio membership of the

National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority, the Lands and
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Forest Comm ission, the. Forest Production Council and the
Western Australian Water Resources Council.

(2) The functions of the National Parks -and Nature Conservation
Authority, the Lands and Forest Comnmission and the Forest
Production Council are prescribed by part III of thtb Conservation
and Lind Management Act 1984. The functions of the WA Water
Resources Council are prescribed by the WA Water Resources
Council Act 1982.

(3) The executive director has the role of a member of the National
Parks and Nature Conservation Authority, the Lands and Forest
Commission and the WA Water Resources Council, and is
Chairman of the Forest Production Council.

POLICE - INTERNAL AFFAIRS UNiT
Expenditure

998. Hon J.A. SCOTT7 to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:

What has been the annual expenditure far -
(a) wages;
(b) building purchase/rental;
(c) technical equipment;
(d) vehicles;
(e) travelling allowances; and

(0) repairs to police vehicles of the internal affairs unit for the years
1989 to date in 1994?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(a) wages -

1989-90 information cannot be readily identified
199D-91 $710031
1991-92 $920571
1992-93 $907 974
1993-94 $940 159
1994-95 $297 001 (YTD)

(b) Building rental -

1989-90 $34 272
1990-91 $33786
1991-92 $34231
1992-93 $31 920
1993-94 $78 437
1994-95 $23 833 (YTD)

(c) Tis is an operational matter and it is considered inappropriate to
release such information.

(d) Vehicles -

1989-90 $34 300
1990-91 $19500
1991-92 $82062
1992-93 $56561
1993-94 $64 830
1994-95 $41 183 (YTD)
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(e) Travelling allowances -

J989-90 $6400
1990-91 W49
1991-92 $6226
1992-93 $12747
1993-94 $5 333
1994-95 $8 786 (YTD)

(f) Repairs to police vehicles -

1989-90 $3985
1990-91 $1 499
1991-92 Nil
1992-93 Nil
1993-94 Nil
1994-95 Nil (YTD)

Information provided has been calculated on financial and
years and is rounded to the nearest dollar.

POLICE - INTERNAL AFFAIRS UNIT
Constable, Resignation at Paraburdoo

999. Hon L.A. SCOTTl to the Leader of the House representing the
Police:

not calendar

Minister for

(1) Can the Minister for Police confirm that a constable who worked in the
internal affairs branch resigned from the Police Force at Psraburdoo
recently?

(2) Has tbis officer been investigated for allegedly claiming holiday travel
expenses for himself and his wife, as weUl as using a false name to
purchase an airline ticket?

(3) Was the amount gained in excess of $700?
(4) What charges were laid against the officer?
(5) If no charges were laid, why not, in view of the charging and sacking of

ex-Constable Mepham at Cue?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police as follow. -

(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) Yes. However, t officer paid part of the money back to the

police service.
(4) The officer resigned ftom the police service before charges could

be preferred.
(5) Officer resigned.

SEISMIC SURVEYS - AMPOL.EX, OFF RO17NEST ISLAND; WHALES,
PROTECTION

1001. Hon LA. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Did a company known as Ampolex undertake seismic exploration surveys

off the coast of Rottuiest Island between 8 and 12 October 1994?
(2) Did the Department of Minerals and Energy place any environmental

conditions on the permit the company obtained in order to undertake this
seismic survey?

(3) Is the Minister for the Environment aware of findings of the report
'Environmental implications of offshore oil and gas development in
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Australia" 1994 indicating seismic operations had the potential to have
physiological and behavioural effects on migrating bump backed whales?

(4) (a) what regulations are applied by the Department of Conservation and
Land Management to seismic surveys so as to avoid potential injury
or interference with the whales; and

(b) what is dhe Minister for the Environment intending to do to prevent
seismic surveys occurring in the whale migration season in the
futre?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) The Ampolex company undertook seismic exploration surveys in
commonwealth waters off Marmion between 8 and 12 October
1994.

(2) The survey was carried out in accordance with Department of
Minerals and Energy regulations, which specify that offshore
seismic surveys should be carried out using compressed air
equipment only and not any form of explosive. In addition the
company was required to keep a watch for whales from the deck of
the vessel at all times throughout the survey. I understand that no
whales were seen during the survey.

(3) 1 am aware of the findings of the report "Environmental
implications of offshore oil and gas development in Australia"
published by the Australian Petroleum Exploration Association
this year.

(4) (a) The Arnpolex survey was carried out in commonwealth
waters which are outside the jurisdiction of the Department
of Conservation and Land Management In commonwealth
waters, whales are protected under the Whale Protection
Act 1975 and the Endangered Species Act 1992. Both
these Acts are administered by the Australian Nature
Conservation Agency. In die case of surveys of this type in
Western Australian state waters, there are not specific
regulations under the CALM Act. CALM provides advice
to the Department of Minerals and Energy and the
Department of Environmental Protection as requested.

(b) I am advised that the Department of Minerals and Energy,
in consultation with the Department of Environmental
Protection and the Department of Conservation and Land
Management, is developing detailed guidelines for
avoidance of whales during seismic surveys in state waters.

SCHOOLS - WEMBLEY PRIMARY
Repainting; Roof Repairs

1004. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Regarding Wembley Primary School -

(1) Does the department plan to repaint the school?
(2) Are there any proposals to repair the roof at the school?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied: .

(1) Painting at the school will be considered for funding by the Swanbourne
District Minor Works Committee in 1995-96.

(2) Some repairs were undertaken recently as a normal fault. No major
repairs to the roof have been identified as a priority.
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LIVE SHEEP - EXPORT TRADE
1013. Hon.J.A. SCO7T to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) Is die Minister for the Environment await that there are currently

4.4 million sheep per annum; being exported from Fremantle and chat to
avoid air pollution in the metropolitan area and Fremantle, sheep ships are
not hosed down while in harbour?

(2) Is the Minister'awar that to prevent outbreaks of disease while the
animals are. in transit to-the Middle East, the accumulated excrement fraon

aproiately. 70..000 sheep loaded onto the avenage carrier over a two to
tredy period is then washed off into local waters as soon as the ship

leaves the harbour?
(3) Can the Minister explain what environmental impact studies have been

done to monitor the effects this considerable tonnage of nutrients has on
die local marine environment and the Fremantle based fishing industry?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) The air quality requirement is chat empty ships enter the harbour in
a clean condition.

(2) I have been advised by the livestock shipping industry that hosing
down loaded ships is not practicable. Excrement remains in the
pens and is removed at the port of discharge or in international
waters after the ship is unloaded. The only material which may be
hosed off ships in local waters is minor amounts of dust from feed
loading and material accumulating on the ships' loading ramps. If
the member has evidence of contrary practice, I would be pleased
to receive details.

(3) None. The small quantities of material potentially washed into the
sea in state waters are not considered to be of environmental
significance.

POLICE - OFFICERS, INVESTIGATED BY INTERNAL AFFAIRS BRANCH
Sick Leave; Exonerations

1016. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many police officers being investigated by the internal affairs branch

have taken sick leave due to stress?
(2) How many days in total is this?
(3) What has been die cost to the Western Australian Police Department?
(4) How many of these officers have been cleared or exonerated?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police has advised -

(1) It is believed chat there are no police officers currently under
investigation by the internal affairs unit who are on stress related
sick leave.

(2)-(4)
Not applicable.
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.POLICE - GOLD RECOVERED FROM CHANNEL 7
1017. Hon J.A. SCOTT' to the Leader of ahe House representing the Minister for

Police:
(1) Was the gold located at Channel 7 following the release fronm prison of

Peter Mickelberg -

(a) photographed;
(b) analysed using the new fingerprint technology; and
(c) analysed in any other way?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) Was pressure applied by senior Western Australian police to have the gold

recovered from Channel 7 melted down by the Perth Mint?
(4) Has the present police administration heard that the gold recovered firomt

Channel 7 was mined in Zimbabwe and that it was unlikely to be the gold
stolen from the Perth Mint?

(5) If so, what has been done to locate the owner of the gold?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

I am advised by the Commissioner of Police that -
(1) (a)-(c) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3)-(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - WILLANDRA PRIMARY
Overcrowding

1021. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Willandra Primary School -

(1) Is the Minister aware of the problems of overcrowding at the
school?

(2) Are there any plans to provide extra permanent classrooms at the
school?

(3) If yes, when?
Hon NY. MOORE replied:
(1) The student enrolment is increasing rapidly and it is likely that three

additional temporary classrooms will be required at the school for the
1995 school year.

(2)-(3) The provision of additional permanent classrooms will be given every
consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when the details of
the 1995-96 capital works program are finalised.

WflTNOOM - GOVERNMENT INDEMNITY
1022. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for

Commerce and Trade:
Has the State Government agreed to assume all future legal liabilities and
responsibilities in respect of Wittenoomt on the condition that -
(a) the shize council endorses the Legislative Assembly's select

committee report on Wittenoom; and/'or
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(b) the shire council rescinds all previous policies on Wittenoom; and/or
(c) Wittenoorn be excised from the shire; and/or
(d) all shire services be withdrawn from Wittenoom and replaced by

contractors; and/or
(e) the Wiutenoorn area be excised from the Shire of Ashburtonx arid

come under direct State Government control?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

(a)-(e) No. The Shire of' Ashburton has requested the State £o indemnify
it in respect of its legal costs of defending claims in negligence
against the shire by residents of or visitors to Wictenoomn who have
contracted, or who may in the future contract, an asbestos related
disease. That request has currently been rejected on the grounds
that the nature of the claims made or which might be made in the
future and the amount of die costs which have been met to daze by
the shire, do not constitute the exceptional circumstances which
would have to exist to justify the granting of an indemnity by the
State. However, following further representation the request is
presently being re-examined.

W1T'IENOOM - ASHLBURTON SHIRE COUNCIL
Heritage Listing offuildings

1023. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for
Commerce and Trade:
(1) Has the State Government requested the Ashburton Shire Council to take

no further action towards the heritage listing of certain buildings within
the Wittenoom townsite?

(2) If so, when?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

W=~NOOM - TOWNSITE STATUS, WITHDRAWAL PLANS
1024. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for

Commerce and Trade:
Does the State Government intend to withdraw Wiutenoon's status as a
rowusite?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

No.
WITrENOOM - ASHBURTON SHIRE COUNCIL

Sorer, Helen, Excluded from Meezing
1025. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for

Local Government:
(1) Will the Minister for Local Government investigate the exclusion of

Counciillor Helen Sorer from the recent Shire, of Ashburton council
meeting when it discussed the future of Wiutenoom?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Councillor Soter is the sole representative of the
Tablelands ward, which includes Witrenoom?
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(3) Will the Minister investigate whether that exclusion was in conformity
with the Local Government Act and advise me in reply?

Hon E.J.CHARLTON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.
(3) The council has a policy that when a councillor declares an interest in an

issue he or she leaves the chamber. Councillor Soter acted in accordance
with that policy.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - SHIRE COUNCILS
Pecwiary Interests Declaration

1026. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Local Government:

So far as local shire councils are concerned, does a councillor have to
declare a pecuniary or other interest where the result will leave that
councillor disadvantaged?

Hon ElJ CHARLTON replied:
A councillor must declare an interest if there is a matter before council
which may cause a pecuniary gain or loss.
W1TTENOOM - AIRBORNE ASBESTOS FIBRE LEVELS

1029. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for
Commerce and Trade:
(1) Is the Minister aware of airborne asbestos (crocidolite) levels detected at

the Yandi iron ore mine of 0.05 plus or. minus 0.01 fibres per millilitre
detected during sampling in 1991 and of asbestos levels of 0.02 plus or
minus 0.02 at the Tom Price mine between 1986 and 1991 and levels of
0.07 plus or minus 0.01 fibres per milililitre at the ParaburdoolChannar
mine?

(2) Is the Minister aware of any airborne asbestos fibre levels this high in any
Wintenoom monitoring since 1988 and, if so, where did they occur?

(3) How do these compare with samples taken in Wiutenoom since 1989?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the foliowing reply -

(1) No. Monitoring for asbestos fibres in the mining industry comes
within the portfolio of the Minister for Mines.

(2) The Health Department has not carried out any monitoring in
Wittenoorn since 1988. Monitoring was caried out by the Shim of
Ashburton in 1990 and by the member and Rogers in their inquiry
in 1992.

(3) I -m informed that a comparison between results obtained for
occupational exposures and those obtained for environmental
exposures is not relevant.

WIT17ENOOM - TRAVELLERS. HEALTH RISKS WARNING
Fontescue Hotel, Courneys' Lease

1030. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for
Commerce and Trade:
(1) Did the State Government or the Westen Australian Tourism Commission

undertake any action to discourage tourist bus operators from visiting
Wittenoom before or during the lease of the Fortescue Hotel by Mrs Meg
Cowitnay and her husband?
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(2) If so, what action was taken?
(3) Wert Mr and Mrs Courmnay advised of the action?
(4) If so, when?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) The WATC followed Crown Solicitor's advice by informing

travellers to Wittenoom of the health risks involved. This was
carried- out verbally at the commission's tourist centres and in
wurizten form in brochures. Members of the tourism industry,
including coach operators, were also advised.

(3) Staff at the WATC do not recall direct contact with Mrs Courtnay
or her husband, although they were aware of the action taken by
the WATC.

(4) During the term of the Courinays' lease at the hotel.

WI7ITENOOM - ASHBURTON SHIRE COUNCIL.
No Clean-up Advice

1033. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for
Commerce and Trade:
(I) Is it correct as reported in the Ashburton Shire Council Shire Clerk's

report dated 18 October 1994 that "No "cleanup" of Wittenoom is
proposed, and nor is one likely."?

(2) Has this advice been given to the shire or the shire clerk by any member
of the Government or of the interdepartmental committee on Wittenoom?

(3) If so, who provided the information to the shire?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

Issues relarfig to the clean-up of the Wittenoorn area. will be
addressed in my ministerial statement to Parliament responding to
the report of the Legislative Assembly's Select Committee on
Wittenoom.

WITTENOOM. - DRIVE-IN CINEMA, LOCATION
1034. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for

Commerce and Trade:,
(1) Is the Minister for Commerc and Trade or his department await of the

location of the drive-in cinema in Wittenoom described on page 14 of the
Legislative Assembly select committee report?

(2) If so, where was it located?
Hon NPF. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply-
(1) 1 am aware of an open air cinema located in Wittenoom,

commonly known as the picture gardens.
(2) The picture gardens arm located at lots 103 and 104 Third Avenue,

Wittenoomn.
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WrTrENOOM - CARAVAN PARK, TAILINGS
1035. Hon MARK NIEVILL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for

Commerce and Trade:
(1) Is the Minister for Commerce and Trade or his deparment aware the

caravan park in Wittenoom was opened in 1971?
(2) What evidence is there that tailings were spread around the caravan park

at Wittenoom during the 1950s and 1960s as claimed on page 14 of the
Legislative Assembly select committee report on Wittenoomn?

Hon N.F MOORE replied:
The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply-
(1) Yes.
(2) It would be necessary to go back over substantial records to

detrmine a response. It is suggested that Hon Mark Nevill contact
the author of the report of the select committee.

SCHOOLS - DEMOUNTABLE CLASSROOMS
Construction and Transportation Costs

1037. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the cost of constructing a demountable classroom?
(2) What is die cost of transporting and placing a transportable classroom on a

school site?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) New demountable classrooms have not been constructed since 1975.

Since that time, only transportable classrooms have been built. At present,
the cost of construction and installation of a transportable classroom in the
metropolitan area is approximately $50 000.

(2) An indicative cost for relocating a transportable classroom in the
metropolitan area is $7 000.

SCHOOLS - WARWICK PRIMARY
Asbestos

1038. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Is there any asbestos at the Warwick Primary School?

Hon NEF. MOORE replied:
Yes. Asbestos cement sheeting has been used to line eaves and for wall
cladding.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - WHITFORD DISTRICT OFFICE, PREMISES
RELOCATION

1039. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Why was the Whitford district office located at Endeavour Road, Hiflanys

and not in one of the schools in the district with vacant classrooms?
(2) What is the annual rent for these premises?
(3) What was the cost of relocation?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) This location will provide an excellent, well equipped work environment,

and is the cheapest suitable option available to the Education Departmnt.i
(2) Nil.
(3) Since the relocation has not yet occurred, associated costs are not
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finalised. They ame expected, however, to be considerably less than would
have been incurred by moving into vacant classrooms and having then to
provide an appropriately equipped office environment.

JEMIELITA, DR Z - HOME, BREAK-INS
1040. Hon BOB THOMAS to die Leader of the House representing die Minister for

police:
(1) Was a break-in reported at the home of Dr Z. Jemielita in Ipsen Street,

Mmnjirnup on 22 October 1994?
(2) Is it correct that a gun was reported stolen?
(3) Did the Manjimup police take fingerprints in order to detect who was

responsible for the break-in?
(4) On how many other occasions have break-ins to Dr Jemnielita's home been

reported to police?
(5) On which occasions were fingerprints taken?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

The Minister for Police has provided the following reply-
The Commissioner of Police has advised as follows -

(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) No. No fingerprints of an offender were detected on the premises.
(4) None.
(5) Not applicable.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - RADIATION BRANCH
Review Report: Hartley, Dr Bruce, Resignation

1043. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Health:
(1) Will the Minister release the report of the review of the radiation health

branch of die Health Department of Western Australia?
(2) Is the Minister concerned about the resignation of Dr Bruce Hartley, the

Chainman of the Radiological Council. from the Health Department?
(3) Is die downgrading of Dr Hartley's position a result of the criticism in the

1993 annual report of the Radiological Council about the precedence that
radiation safety regulations, under the Mines Regulation Act, take over the
Radiation Safety Act?

(4) If not, why has the radiation safety branch of the Health Department been
downgraded?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The report will be tabled at the earliest opportunity. [See paper No 534.]
(2) The Chair of the Radiological Council is Dr J.C. McNulty, and has been

for some time.
(3) The position is not being downgraded. The matter referred to has no

bearing an any of the matters under consideration.
(4) The Health Department radiation health section has not been downgraded.

GOVERNMENT PURCHASING - REGIONAL POLICIES, DIFFERENCES
1044. Hon MARK NEVELL to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for

Commerce and Trade:
What are the main differences between the current regional purchasing
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policy announced in August and the previous policy which gave
preference to country businesses?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the foliowing reply -
The main differences, which ame intended to. strengthen the policy and
ensure greater compliance by state agencies, are -
(a) The application of the preference margin of 10 per cent for

regional goods and services has been moved from the regional
value added portion of the price to the bid price. North of die
twenty-sixth parallel this applies to the' fbi! 10 per cent, while
south of die twenty-sixth parallel, 5 per cent will-apply to regional
value added and 5 per cent to the bid price. While giving greater
support to regional industry generally, the change will especially
assist regional retailers of products such as whitegoods, office
equipment and motor vehicles, who previously did not benefit
from the policy.

(b) Also, purchasing officers must now formally, as part of a conflict
award decision, sign off to the fact the regional purchasing policy
has been applied. This requirement integrates the application of
the policy into the purchasing process.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AC17 - AMENDMENT
1046. Hon N.D. GRIF1iTHS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney

General:
(1) Is it intended to bring before the Parliament legislation to amend section

(2)
(3)

(3) of schedule I to the Freedom of Information Act 1992 as ugested by
die Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations in his
1994 annual report?
If so, when?
If not, why not?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Freedom of Information Amendment Bill 1994 was introduced into

die Legislative Assembly on 26 October 1994.
(3) Not applicable.

POLICE - CUSTODY OF PERSONS
Rig/us to Telephone Calls and Legal Advice, Legislation

1047. Hon N.D. (iRJIFITS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) Will the Government be bringing legislation before the Parliament to

provide for persons in custody having the right to make a telephone call
and the right to have access to legal advice as suggested by the
Parliamentary Commissioner for Admnsrtv Inestigations in his 1994
annual report at page 37?

(2) If so, when?
(3) If not, why not?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -
(1)-(3) Police stations and police lock ups currently display notices

advising persons in custody of requirements for police to provide
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them with access to a telephone call to a friend and a legal
practitioner. The Police Act is under review and will deal with the
issue of the rights of persons in custody. It is anticipated this
legislation will be introduced in the next parliamentary session.

PRISONS - BANDY!)?WOMEN'S
Self-care Units, Reopening

1041. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney
General:
(1) Has it been decided that all three of the seif-cart units at Bandyup

Women's Prison will be reopened?
(2) If so. when?
(3) If not, why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No later than 31 December 1994.
(3) Not applicable.

JUSTICE MINISTRY OF - WOMEN'S PLAN
1050. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHIS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney

General:
(1) Is the Ministry of Justice developing a "Women's Plan"?
(2) What is the purpose of the plan?
(3) When will the plan be finalised?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Women's Plan identifies broad issues for women in the Ministry of

Justice and strategies to address these issues.
(3) The Ministry of Justice published the Women's Plan in June 1994 and will

review the plan on an annual basis.
JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - STRATEGIC PLAN

1051. Hon NJ). GRIFF1THS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney
General:
(1) Is the Ministry of Justice developing a strategic plan?
(2) When will the plan be finalised?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Ministry of Justice published its first three year strategic plan in

October 1994 and will be reviewing that plan on an annual basis.
PRISONS - BANDYUP WOMEN'S

Visitors' Support Centre
1052. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney

General:
(1) Is it proposed to provide a visitors' support centre at Bandyup Women's

(2)
(3)

Prison?-
If so, when?
If not, why not?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) ,A building has been removed front Barton's NilI Puison and is in the

process of being re-erected at Bandyup.
(3) Not applicable.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF - FIRE
PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT, FUNDING

1057. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Education representing the
Minister for the Environment:

The Day report into the Darling Escarpment fire hazard recommended that
the Department of Conservation and Land Management's request for an
increase in funds to implement its fire prevention and management plans
be acceded to. What additional funds, if any, have been allocated to
CALM in the 1994-95 Budget to improve its fire prevention and
futfighting capacity?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
T'he Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

The Department of Conservation and Land Management has allocated an
additional $1.5m of departmental revenue to improve fire prevention and
firefighting capacity.

HUMPHREYS, MARGARET - DEATH THREATS, POLICE INQUIRY
1059. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Leader of the House representing the

Minister for Police:
(1) Is the Minister for Police aware that on page 2 of the Sunday Times,

2 October 1994 there is a report of death threats made to Mrs Margaret
Humphreys, Order of Australia, and Director of the Child Migrant Trust
while she was in Perth in 1988 and again in 1992?

(2) Without going into operational details, will the Minister tell the House if
the Western Australian police investigated those alleged death threats?

(3) Without going into details, will the Minister tell the House if those threats
are still being investigated?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following response -

I am. advised by the Commissioner of Police that -

(1) Yes.
(2) There is no record of any report being made by Mrs Humnphreys to

the Western Australia Police.
(3) Not applicable.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS - HICKS REPORT INTO CHILD WELFARE
1069. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the

Minister for Community Development:
(1) Is the Minister for Community Development aware that on page 78 of The

Scheme; Christian Rrothers and Childcare in Western Australia (Argyle
Pacific Publishing, O'Connor, 1993) Christian Brother historian Barry
Coldney mentioned the H-icks report into Child Welfare in Western
Australia in 1953, saying -

The Hicks report remains on the secret list in the Child Welfare
Department - even in 1993.
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(2) Does such a report remain on such a list?
(3) If so, will the Minister table it?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Community Development has provided the following
reply -

(1) Yes.
(2)-(3) Despite extensive research of Department for Community

Development files, the whereabouts of the report is unknown.
There is no evidence of the existence of such a list

CHILD CARE SERVICES - WAGES
1071. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

Is the Premier aware that on 20 October 1994, in a hearing before the
Industrial Relations Commission about wages for government child care
workers, the Government changed from a position of consent to the
proposed new wage rates to opposition, without warning or explanation;
and that as a result of this some qualified child care workers in
government centres (such as Perth TAFE and Tuart College Child Care
Centre) will be paid up to $90 per week below the private sector?
(1) Will the Premier investigate how the directive was given for the

Government to change from supporting the wage to opposing it?
(2) Does the Government believe that it is fair and equitable for child

care workers in the government sector to be paid less than their
private sector counterparts?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

The matter of the establishment of wage rates for child care workers in the
public sector is currently before the Western Australian Industrial
Relations Commission for arbitration. Government employers have
always maintained the position that the relevant award is a paid rates
award and therefore employees covered by the award should receive no
benefit by way of the minimum rates adjustment proposed by the union.
A previous decision of the WAIRC according to a minimum rates status
on the award has been appealed. At the request of the WAIRC the
employers examined the possibility of consenting to increase the wage
rates via the work value principle as an alternative to a minimum rates
adjustment. After due consideration, this means of settling the claim was
rejected. No consent to any wage increases was ever offered.
Considerations were always on a without prejudice basis and subject to
Government approval. On this basis, the answers to the member's
questions are as follows -
(1) No.
(2) The issue of comparative rates is still under review by the WAIRC

and I understand that site inspections with the union and employers
are scheduled. The Government will make submissions which it
considers to be appropriate.

CHEMISTRY CENTRE - FUTURE
1072. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Mines:

(1) What does the Government see as the future of the Chemistry Centre
following commercialisation?

(2) If the Chemistry Centre is unable to meet full cost recovery due to
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restraints imposed by Public Service procedures, what action does the
Goverrnent propose to take?

(3) Will tie Government maintain an independent up-to-date analytical
service able to respond to a wide range of chemical problems as is the case
now?

(4) As the present City of Perth site is totally unsuitable and the buildings
aged, what are the plans for the relocation of the Chemistry Centre?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) The Chemistry Centre has for several years been moving towards

becoming a commercial unit within the Department of Minerals and
Energy, which it achieved on 1 July 1994. During this period the
Chemistry Centre has made significant produciity improvements has
reduced overheads, and is providing cost effective and efficient services.
Since July the Chemistry Centre has also been adapting to the
Government's competitive rendering processes which will see some of its
traditional work transferred to the private sector. The Chemistry Centre
will continue as a commercial unit within the Department of Minerals and
Energy and remain as an important scientific resource for government and
industry customers. Its ultimate size will depend on its clients' needs.

(2) The Chemistry Centre is reducing its staff numbers in the realisation that
some work previously undertaken by it will be transferred to the private
sector through the Government's competitive tendering process. Some
15 staff have taken or are likely to take voluntary severance in this
rmnancial year. It is anticipated that the Chemistry Centre will move to a
balanced budget in 1995-96 after allowances are made for accrued liability
and the ultimate size of the organisation is established in the new
competitive environment.

(3) The Chemistry Centre will continue to provide independent and up to
date, cost effective, specialist chemical and related scientific services to
support government programs. These include emergency, investigative
and problem solving services in the areas relevant to agriculture and
mineral production, consumer protection, environment, forensic science,
occupational health and materials technology. The Chemistry Centre will
also continue to provide a variety of services to non-government clients
who pay for high quality, unique and specialist services.

(4) The Chemistry Centre Hay Street buildings are reaching the end of their
economic life and one of the Chemistry Centre's laboratories has recently
occupied a new building on a site adjacent to Curtin University of
Technology. It is proposed that the future building needs will be
established after further experience with the new competitive environment
in which the Chemistry Centre now operates.

Wr117ENOOM - ASBESTOS TAIL-INGS CARTED INTO TOWNSITE
1073. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for

Housing:
Would the Minister for Housing provide details of the amount of asbestos
tailings which were carted into the Wintenoomn townsite by the State
Housing Commission or contractors working for the State Housing
Commission?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The Minister for Housing has provided the following reply -

I will ask Honieswes: to examine this matter in conjunction with the
Department of Commerce and Trade.
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WITTENOOM - MESOTHELIOMA, WOMEN AND CHILDREN
1076. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Health:

Further to the reply to question on notice 835 asked on 27 September
1994, in order to qualify the additional claims against the State, will the
Minister instruct the Health Department of Western Australia to
commission appropriate professionals to estimate the number of
environmental mesotheliomas among women, children and visitors to
Wittenooni as requested in question 835?

Han PETER FOSS replied:
No, as I am not satisfied that the quality of data available would enable
meaningful estimates to he made. However, the Health Department is
examining the question of what resources would be required to permit
such estimates to be made, and will advise on whether the estimates would
be likely to be of sufficient reliability and value as to justify the allocation
of such resources.

MINING INDUSTRY - DRILLING INJURIES, AXTAT RECORDS
1077. Hon MARX NEVILL to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Has the mines inspectorate of the Department of Minerals and Energy the
capacity to isolate drilling injuries in AXTAT records?

(2) If so, is there a capacity to identify underground, mine and exploration
drilling injuries?

(3) Is thene a capacity to identify the drilling injury records in AXTAT by
'.mineral mined"?

(4) Will the collection of statistics be modified with the inclusion of
exploration operations under mining industry safety legislation?

(5) Could the Minister provide some statistics to show trends in drilling
injuries in these categories over the last five years?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Injuries incurred in underground and surface drilling on mining operations

can be identified but injuries in exploration activities on tenements other
than operating mines are not yet in the AXTAT system.

(3) Yes. [See paper No 533.]
(4) Yes. The AXTAT system is being extended and improved and collection

of exploration injury data will be included.
(5) Yes. [See paper No 533.]

WILUNA - ABORIGINAL-POLICE LIAISON COMMITITEE, ESTABLISHMENT
Meal Allowance System; Incarceration Rate, Social Impact

1116. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education representing the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) What action has the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs taken over the Police

Department's failure to participate in the establishment of an Aboriginal-
police liaison committee in Wiluna?

(2) What action has die Minister taken to pursue the implementation of the
recommendation of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in
Custody, particularly in relation to the meal allowance system?

(3) Has the Minister investigated the social impact of the high incarceration
rate of Aboriginal people in Wlluna4 and if so, what action has been
taken?
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Hon NYF MOORE replied:
The Minister for Aboriginal Aff airs has provided the following reply -

(1) Aboriginal police-liaison committees are the direct responsibility
of the Minister for Police.

(2) The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has responsibility for
coordination of the implementation of recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. Annual
progress reports are tabled in the State Parliament. The 1993
progress report identified concerns with the continuation of the
meal aflowance system. The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs also
receives advice from the interim Aboriginal justice committee
regarding Government action to implement the recommendations
of the royal commission and the associated impact on the
Aboriginal community. At the September meeting of the MJAC,
concerns about meal allowances were raised directly with the
Minister for Police.

(3) No. The social impact of high incarceration rates on Aboriginal
people was well documented in the report of the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. While no specific
study has been conducted in Wiluna, the Government remains
committed to the implementation of the recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.

JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - FREEHILL, HOLLINODALE AND PAGE,
CONTRACT

1117. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney
General:
(1) Did the Ministry of Justice enter into a contract with the Attorney

General's old law firm Freehill, Hollingdale and Page for industrial
services relating to the recent prison officers' agreement?

(2) If so, what was the total amount payable?
(3) Was the contract put out for tender prior to its being awarded?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1),(3) No contract was entered into. The firm was engaged on an "as required"

basis.
(2) $33 247.85.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - ASBESTOS,
AIRBOURNE FIBRES MONITORING

Torn Price and Paraburdoo; Pilbara Towns, 'Sdfe' Evidnce
1118I. Hon MARK NEVELL to the Minister for Health:

Further to the answer to question on notice 1028 of 1994 relating to
airborne crocidolice fibres at Tomn Price and Panaburdoo -

(1) Winl the Minister request his department to make itself aware of the
results quoted in the above question, which can be obtained from the
Department of Minerals and Energy or me?

(2) Given that the high crocidolite values of the quoted results are from
ai monitoring of iron ore mines near major Pilbara towns, what
evidence has the Health Department of Western Australia that
residents of these towns are not being exposed to airborne asbestos
fibres and that the residents of the towns are "safe", in the parlance
of the Health Department?
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(3) While not warnting to compare environmental with occupational
exposures, is the presence of airborne asbestos fibres in these towns
a concern to the Minister and the relevant officers in the Health
Department?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The Department of Minerals and Energy has provided the Health

Department with the results of monitoring for asbestos carried out in
Yandi iron ore mine in 1991. The monitoring at Yandicoogina was
carried out duning removal of asbestos from die excavation site. Out of
16 valid occupational samples, 15 were reported to be less than 0.05 fibres
per nilililit. One sample indicated 0.07 f/mi.
In regard to Tom Price and Paraburdoo/Channar mines, the company -
Hamersicy Iron - has not provided the Department of Minerals and Energy
with the original results as obtained by the approved laboratory. I am
therefore unable to comment. These results do not tally precisely with the
results given by the member. I accept his invitation to provide the Health
Department with the results he has, giving an indication of the source of
his information.

(2) The member seems to have translated occupational monitoring results
obtained from personal samplers worn by employees during the removal
of asbestos from excavation sites to environmental exposure of residents
in towns more than two ilometres away. As the member would be aware,
monitoring in these towns is not undertaken as there is no reason to do so.

(3) No.
KALGOORIE - RESPIRATORY DISEASE, COMPARED WITH NATIONAL

AVERAGE
1123. Hon LA. SCOTT to the Minister for Health:

I refer the Minister to the answer he gave to question on notice 1042 of
26 October 1994 and ask how the levels of respiratory disease in
Kalgoorlie compare with the national avenges?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
It is not possible to compare the levels of respiratory disease in Kalgoorlie
with the national avenage as such statistics are not available. Examination
of the occurrence of hospital discharges for respiratory disease indicates
that the crude rate in Kalgoorlie is higher than that for the State. Because
of the many unknown factors it is not appropriate to draw conclusions
from this information.

MEDICAL WASTE - SHARPS DISPOSAL
Operators and Collectors, Medical Checkups

1124. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Health:
(1) Did Mr Brian Wall, Acting General Manager, Public Health, say on "The

7.30 Report" of 26 September 1994 that in Western Australia 'sharps' are
not disposed of in landfill?

(2) If yes, which incinerators in Western Australia incinerate 'sharps'?
(3) If no topart(1) -

(a) which landfills in Western Australia take 'sharps';
(b) what is the procedure for such medical waste to be disposed of in

Western Australia; and
(c) why did Mr Wall misinform viewers by making such comments?

(4) Did Mr Wall also guarantee on "The 7.30 Report" of 26 September 1994
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that medical waste disposal in Western Australia prevents occupational or
public health exposure to hazardous materials?

(5) Are operators and collectors of medical waste in Western Australia
undergoing -

(a) chest X-rays
(b) liver function tests; and
(c) heavy metal tests for lead, mercury, cadmium and arsenic
on an annual basis?

(6) If not, why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes, but in the context of the preceding video coverage which related to

loose 'sharps'. Once 'sharps' are placed in a well designed container they
can be disposed of by landfill or incineration. The danger they pose is the
risk of injury to handlers of the material while they are loose.

(2) Not known. AUl incinerators currently handling clinical waste would be
expected to be incinerating some 'sharps'.

(3) (a) Any gazetted landfill may accept clinical waste, including
containerised 'sharps', provided the waste is disposed of in
accordance with Health Department policy.

(b) A copy of the procedures published by the Health Department will
be provided to the member.

(c) No misinformation was given. Disposal of loose 'sharps' with
other waste is dangerous and Mr Wall said so.

(4) Yes.
(5) There is no Government requirement for diem to do so.
(6) There is no need. They are much less exposed to the material than

hospital staff are.
STEPHENSON AND WARD INCINERATOR - FENCE INSTALLATION

1125. Hon l.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Health:
(1) Has any officer or representative of the Health Department advised

MrFrank Stephenson, the owner/operator of the Stephenson and Ward
incinerator, to install a colourbond fence around the incinerator site., so
that people would be unable to see in?

(2) If yes, in whose interest was this advice provided?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not relevant.

PORT KENNEDY DEVELOPMENT - EXTENSION APPROVAL
1126. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for

Planning:
(1) Did the Minister for Planning recently approve another extension of time

to the proponents of the Port Kennedy development?
(2) Did the Minister seek the advice of the Port Kennedy Management Board

as required by section 23 of schedule 1 of the Port Kennedy Development
Agrement Act before graniting the extension?

(3) Has the Minister provided suitable accomnmodation for the Port Kennedy
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Development, the land conservation district committee and the Port
Kennedy Sea Rescue Group as promised by the coalition parties during
the Port Kennedy debate?

(4) Is die Minister aware that a director of Fleuris Pry Ltd has written to the
Sea Rescue Association stating Fleuris would not provide the SRO with
accommodation as required by the Act?

(5) If yes, what action will the Minister take?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes, an extension of 90 days up to 27 December 1994.
(2) Yes; the matter was discussed at the board meeting of 23 September 1994.
(3)-(5) Accommodation for emergency services and other departments will be

provided by the proponents in accordance with the Port Kennedy
Development Agreement Act 1992.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

HOSPITALS - ROYAL PERTH
Patien Care Assistance Agreement. Withdrawal

637. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Itmith:
(1) Now that the Royal Perth Hospital patient care assistance agreement is the

subject of a federal interim award and in any event is now capable of
being registered in the Western Australian Industrial Relations
Commission, why has the Department of Productivity and Labour
Relations withdrawn the agreement against the wishes of the management
of Royal Perth Hospital?

(2) Has the Minister obtained an estimate of the cost savings that will be lost
to Royal Perth Hospital as a result of the withdrawal?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2) Some of these questions are related to the Department of Productivity and

Labour Relations. I am not in a position to confirm or deny the statements
made by the member. She asked me why DOPLAR did something. She
will appreciate that I represent the Minister for Labour Relations in this
House and I am not able to comment on anything of which I do not have
notice.

Hon AJ.C3. MacTiernan: I wish t 'o ask a supplementary question, Mr President.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The member cannot ask a supplementary question to a

question to which she did not get an answer. I take it that die Minister is
suggesting that the question be put on notice.

Hon Peter V~oss: Yes.
HOSPITALS - ROYAL PERTH

Patternt Care Assistance Agreement, Withdrawal
638. Hon A.J.O. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Health:

(1) Does the Minister support the withdrawal of the Royal Perth Hospital
patient care assistance agreement?

(2) 1 I yes. why?
(3) If no, what has he done to ensure that the agreement goes ahead?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(3) This is not a matter within my competence. The matter is now in the
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hands of DOPLAR. It came forward from my department on the law as it
stood at the time. The law has changed in that period; it is out of my
hands. I have no idea what is the proper legal situation. That is being
handled by DOPLAR. Whether it is appropriate is something about which
the central agency knows. I do not know anything about federal awadt.
That is the sort of thing on which we in die line agencies must take advice
firom the central agencies. If we cried to learn it all ourselves and do
things ourselves, we would get ourselves into all sorts of trouble. The
point of having a central agency like POPLAR is to have it act on behalf
of the Government in these matters. It is not for me to have a view on
these matters; it is a matter for the Government to assign dhe responsibility
to the appropriate Minister. The appropriate inister is the Minister for
Labour Relations, in whom I have the utmost faith.

STATE EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS DEVEL.OPMENT AUTHORITY -
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS DELEGATED TO STATE TRAINING BOARD

639. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Did the Minister direct the chair of the State Employment and Skills

Development Authority to delegate all its powers and functions to an
unincorporated body responsible to the inister?

(2) If yes, what is the name of that body, who are its members and who
appointed them?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The decision to delegate all its powers and functions was made by

consensus resolution of the SESDA board. I seek leave to table that
resolution for the information of the member.
Leave granted. (See paper No 531.].

Hon N.F. MOORE:
(2) The State Training Board of Western Australia, appointed by the Minister

for Education and Employment and Training. At the time at which the
delegation was effected, the members of the State Training Board were:
Mr Ian Williams, chair; Mr Harvey McLeod, Mr Lyndon Rowe; Dr Lynn
Allen; Mr Rob Meecham; Mr Tim McDonald, Mr Graham Laittx
Mrs Shirley Thorn; and Ms Michelle Dolin.

STATE EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY -
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS DELEGATED TO STATE TRAINING BOARD

640. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Was there a ministerial direction to the State Employment and Skills
Development Authority to grant all of its powers and functions to an
unincorporated body?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I ask for that question to be placed on notice. I do not recall making a
ministerial directive.

Hon John Halden: I will give the Minister the answer, it is yes and he knows
damned well it is.

Hon N.F. MOORE: If the member knew that, why did he ask the question?
Hon John Halden: Because I wanted to see what your answer was.

ROAD TRAINS - PETITION
641. Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON to the Minister for Transport:

(1) is the Minister awnr of a petition presented in the other place asing the
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State Government to reverse its decision to allow road trains up to
45 metres long to travel along Thomas Road, South Western Highway,
Bedlordale Hill Road and Albany Highway?

(2) Will the Minister verify die accuracy of die statements in the petition that
road trins in the metropolitan area will cause serious accidents, traffic
hazards, excessive noise and damage to woads?

Hon E.J CHARLTON replied:
(1Y(M

Whoever organised this petition was being mischievous, was
scaremongering or was totally misinformed.

Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: It must have been one of your party.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: If the member listened, she might learn something.

Petitions are all well and good. However, when people are asked to sign
something, the information presented should be correct. In this instance, it
was totally incorrect. No thought whatsoever has been given to allowing
45 metre road trains to travel within the metropolitan area. Vehicles in
excess of 36.5 m can travel only as far south as Wubin and operate on a
limited number of isolated rural roads. Wubin is about 400 kilometres
from Perth. That does not sic too logically with 45 m in the metropolitan
area. The Government has approved a trial for the movement of fertiliser
over the route in question by vehicles up to a maximum length of 27.5 m.
These vehicles can only operate empty down Bedfordale Hill on Albany
Highway and the trial route does not include Bedfordale Hill Road. A
similar trial at Midland, which allows 36.5 mn long vehicles from north of
Perth direct access to the Midland suleyards, has been operating since last
December without incident or complaint. The decision to run those trials
was made only after the Main Roads Department was satisfied that safety
would not be compromised in any way.
It is important to recognise that one long combination vehicle carries the
same payload as two semitrailers and, therefore, results in less road
damage, less noise and vehicle emissions and less general intrusion than
that which occurs with normal freight vehicles. Racker than playing
politics and using people's emotions with a matter about which they have
little knowledge, I would like to see the opposition members taking the
time to examine all the facts. It will be clear to them that the trials are
likely to be a great success and, in turn, the productivity gains will provide
considerable benefits to die State. The Main Roads Department will
report to me on the results of those trials. At that time a fully considered
decision will be made on the movement of long combination vehicles over
restricted routes in the metropolitan area. Getting people to sign a petition
to stop 45 m road trains in the metropolitan area is a misuse of the petition
privilege when not even 36.5 m vehicles are allowed into the metropolitan
area. There is no such thing as a road train combination of 45 m.

STATE EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY -
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS DELEGATED TO STATE TRAINING BOARD

642. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
The House may have noticed that I asked the Minister for Education
earlier whether he gave a certain ministerial directive. The Minister has
handed me the answer to that question in which he says that a ministerial
directive was issued on 24 December 1993, pursuant to section 17(3) of
the State Employment and Skills Development Authority Act, instructing
the chair of the board to sign the instrument of delegation on behalf of the
authority. In the light of the answer from the department, will the
Minister confirm that he issued a ministerial directive?
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The PRESIDENT: Order! That is the same question as the one asked by the
member before, to which the Minister replied that it should be put on
notice. That is not allowed,

STATE EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY -
ANNUAL REPORT TABLING; FUNCTIONS; MEETINGS

643. Hon JOHN HALDEN to die Minister for Education:
(1) What is the crent function of the State Employment and Skills

Development Authority?
(2) On how many occasions has SESDA met since January 1994?
(3) Was SESDA's 1992-93 annual report tabled in Parliament?
(4) If no to (3), why not?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) The functions of SESDA are as prescribed in section 17 of the

State Employment and Skills Development Authority Act 1990.
Under section 18 of the Act the powers and functions wer
delegated as from 21 January 1994 to the State Training Board of
Western Australia. The requirement under the instrument of
delegation is to ratify proposed resolutions by the STe.

(2) It has not been necessary for the authority to meet, other than once
in August 1994, to endorse the authority's 1993-94 annual report

(3) Investigations reveal that the report does not appear to have been
tabled.

(4) I will make inquiries to ascertain the reaons which caused the
tabling of the report to be overlooked.

STATE EMPLOYMENT AND SKILL.1S DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY -
ACCOUNT

644. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) What has been done with moneys held in the SESDA account?
(2) Why has no specific appropriation been included for SESDA in this year's

estimates?
(3) Axe members of SESDA still being paid?
(4) If yes to (3), what is the total amount paid since January 1994?
Hon NYF. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) The SESDA account has been suspended since delegation of the

authority's powers and functions.
(2) The authority is no longer in operation; however, provisions for

expenditure for the purposes of the administration of the SESDA
Act have been made in the Department of Training's
appropriation.

(3) Yes; the SESDA board remains constituted under the Act4 and the
instnmtnent of delegation to the State Training Board of Western
Australia provdes for proposed resolutions to be ratified by
membe r oteauthority.

(4) $49 350.
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TRAINING BELL - DRAFT
645. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

Does the Minister intend to introduce a State Employment and Skills
Development Authority repeal Bill; and, if so, when?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
It is my intention 10 introduce legislation to restructure tihe training system
in Western Australia. The Bill wili provide for the establishment, wider
legislation, of the State Training Board. The SESDA legislation will be
repealed at the same time. We will then have in Western Australia for die
first time a piece of legislation dealing with the training sector in Western
Australia.

Hon John Walden: When?
Hon N.F. MOORE: The legislation is virtually drafted now. The draft is being

considered by the State Training Board and will come to me in due course.
I am hopeful it will be introduced very early next year and passed by the
middle of the year. We are seeking to provide legislation which deals
with the whole training sector in this State and which divorces the training
sector from the Education Act, which, regrettably, is a very inefficient
way of administering the training sector in this State.

STATE EMPLOYMENT AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY' -
LEGAL ADVICE ON DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS TABLING

646. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) Did the Minister obtain legal advice which supported die delegation of the

functions of the State Employment and Skills Development Authority to
die interim State Training Board?

(2) If yes, Will the Minister table the legal advice; and, if not, why not?
Hon NYF. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes, and I now seek leave to table the advice and instrument of

delegation, which was drafted with the assistance of the Crown
Solicitor's Office.

Leave granted. [See paper No 532.]
ROADS - ICWINANA FREEWAY EXTENSION

Repairs Assessment
647. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for Transport:

I refer to die Minister's answer to my question of 25 October dealing with
repair work to the Kwinana Freeway, when he replied that an assessment
was being made to see who was responsible for die problem and who was
liable for the cost of the repairs. Has the assessment been made; and, if
so, Who is responsible and who has met the cost of the repairs?

Hon E-L CHARLTON replied:
That assessment is stili taking place 'because, under die contractual
arrangements, a certain time is allocated following the completion of die
work before the contractor's obligations are terminated. Whether it be this
issue or any other subsequent problem that may occur, that time must
expire before the final determination can be made on the responsibility for
the problem. That time has not elapsed and so I amn not in a position to
have that determination.
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ROADS - KWINANA FREEWAY EXTENSION
Repairs Assessment

648. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for Transport:
Can die Minister indicate when the assessment will be available?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I am certainly very keen to make the assessment available to the member
and anyone else at the appropriate rime. This is all part of contractual
arrangements for a whole range of contracts, not only those for road
building. In this case we have design engineering people who prepared
the specifications for the road, the contractor who carried out the work,
and die Main Roads Department,. which oversaw the operation. In this
instance a serious problem has occurred and it is necessary to go back
through the system to determine whose problem it is. The assessment is
being done; everyone who has had a past to play in building the road will
have his work assessed to see who is at fault. Obviously we cannot give
the contractor the green light to say that his part of the contractual
arrangement is okay until the period specified has elapsed. I cannot give
the member die period off the top of my head but we are still in that
period.

ROADS - KWINANA FREEWAY EXTENS ION
Somathern Sections Repairs

649. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Can the Minister confirm that repair work to the southern section of the

Kwinana Freeway has concluded and that motorists will no longer be
inconvenienced?

(2) Are die Minister and the Main Roads Department now sadisfied with the
condition of the new southern sections of the Kwinana Freeway?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(l)y(2) 1 will not be satisfied about the condition of those new extensions until I

can be absolutely guaranteed that the present problems will not recur.
That is why a final determination on the matter cannot be made until we
are sur that the problem has been fully evaluated. We must determine
why the surface has broken up. It may be because of moisture that has
come up through die road.

Hon Doug Weuc: We know it's die moisture.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I know the member is aware of the problem. We will not

say the problem has been overcome until we are sure it will not recur. I
want to be sum that what work is done now is a permanent solution, but I
cannot give the member that undertaking yet I am unhappy with -the
situation, just as the member is. I can tell him also that the Main Roads
Department is unhappy, the contractor is unhappy and the consulting
engineer who drew up the specifications is unhappy. It must be borne in
mind that when roads are built these days considerable restrictions are
placed on the road building authorities to meet the requirements of other
departments. As a consequence moad building people do not have the
freedom and flexibility to build a road the way they would want to. The
area through which the freeway was built involved some wetlands, which
meant that considerable restrictions were placed on the Main Roads
Department and the contractor, environmental considerations had to be
taken into account, which meant that they were not able to take awvay a

patclrpart of the subsoil structure. That restricted their capacity to
bidte road the way they wanted to build it.
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SCHOOLS - EDUCATION SUPPORT SCHOOLS AN]) CENTRES
Staffing Arrangements

650. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Can the Minister indicate when the confused situation about staffing
amnugements for educatio 'n support centres and units will be finalised so
that both staff and parents have a clear picture of the level of service that
will be provided in 1995?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
I thank the member for notice of this question. This information will be
conveyed to schools by Monday, 28 November 1994.

RETAIL TRADING HOURS - DECISION
651. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) When will the Minister announce the Government's position on retail
tradng hours?

(2) What is the reason for the continuing delay in making the announcement?
(3) Will the Minister make the announcement in the House by way of a

ministerial statement?
(4) If not, why not?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The decision will be announced when it has been made.
(2) 1 am not aware of any delay. I amn await that the proper process has been

gone through.
(3)-(4)

It is unlikely that I will make the announcement ini the House unless there
is somec very close proximity between the decision being made and the
opportunity for the announcement to be made in the House. It is more
likely that it will" not be made in the House, simply because as soon as the
decision is made it will be appropriate to announce it to the public as soon
as possible.

HOSPITALS - ROYAL PERTH
-Patient Care Assistance Agreement, Withdrawal

652. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Health:
Hopefully there is still something left in the Minister's portfolio for which
he has responsibility!
What will be the impact on Royal Perth Hospital of the Government's
decision to withdraw from it the patient care assistance agreement?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I1 will take that question on notice.

JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - FREEHILL HOL.LNGDALE AND PAGE,
CONTRACT

653. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney
General:

I refer to the answer given by the Attorney General that over $33 000 was
paid to Freehill Hollingdale and Page for industrial services.
(1) Did the Ministry of Justice seek any advice from the Auditor

General, the Crown Solicitor or any other appropriate officer about
the propriety or legaty of entering into such an arrangement with
Freehill Hollingdale and Page?
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(2) What was the nature of the advice received?
(3) Was the arrangement with Frtehill JHollingdale and Page entered

into despite any advice to the contrary?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.

RAILWAYS -SECURITY OFFICERS, INCREASE
Disabled Assistance; Passenger Service Attendants Removal

654. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Given that a landmark decision was made last week to ensure than the

transport system will be accessible to people with disabilities, bow can the
Minister justify the removal of passenger service attendants from trains
and stations?

(2) What assurances can he give people with disabilities th at servces to them
will continue?

(3) Will the Minister reconsider maintaining the 88 passenger service
attendants?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

No, I will not reconsider maintaining t 88 passenger service attendants,
because the safety of the travelling public takes priority over employment
opportunities for people. The aim of Westrail is not to provide
employment opportunities; its main aim is to promote and provide a first
class and safe method of public transport. The Government is supportive
of Wescrail providing proper care of and assistance to the disabled.
Westrail has entered into an agreement to provide that assistance not only
to those people who are in wheelchairs, but also to people suffeflng from
all kinds of disabilities.

Hon John Halden: You did not include those people in your tender document?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: That is all the Leader of the Opposition knows! The

reason that he is no longer the shadow Minister for Transport is that he
was useless in that portfolio. It was given to Hon Kay Hallahan because
she is a more caring person than is he -

Hon John Halden: Obviously I was right.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: - even though she does not know the length of a road

train and possibly never will.
The needs of the disabled and the other users of Westrail services will be
met by that group of people who will, if they want to and are capable of
providing it, provide security. The highest priority will be given to the
care of the disabled. The intention is to have a group of people who can
act as patrol officers as well as came for the needs of the travelling public.
It is not right for Westrail employees who may be good at assisting train
passengers and providing general information to not respond to any
misdemeanours of people who are not abiding by the law. They must do
something about it and Westrail wants them to respond to every situation
in the same way as a policeman. In the same way as a police constable
who is walking down a street can give directions to a member of the
public, he can intervene if something untoward occurs -
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Hon Graham Edwards: Are you looking at putting police there?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: No.
Hon Graham Edwards: Why not?
Hon E.i. CHARLTON. We want people who will have continuity in carrying out

chat role to assist the people identified by Hon Kim Chance. We want
people who know how the rail system operates and not somebody who is
rostered on to look after it. After consultation with the Commissioner of
Police and the Commissioner for Railways it was decided chat it would be
in the best interests of the travelling public for Wesnril employees to
undertake all these services while caring for the travelling public. I assure
members and the public that if the number of people appointed to take
care of the travelling public is not sufficient, more will be employed.

PARKING - WEST LEEDERVIIE-WEMBLEY RESIDENTIAL SYSTEM
655. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Transport:

On 7 June 1994 the Minister advised that he was engaging in consultation
on the West Leederville-Wemnbley residential parking system which had
been submitted to him by the local authority in June 1993.
(1) 1Has the Minister made a decision on the implementation of that

scheme?
(2) If yes, what is that decision?
(3) If rio decision has been made, when does the Minister intend

making a decision?
Hon E.J O-IARLTON replied:

I ask the member to put the question on notice.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - PROJECT CONTRACT

656. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
I refer to a news item in. The West Australian on Saturday, 19 November
under the headline 'Liberals in a row over State project deals".
(1) Is it normal practice for the Premier's department to call for

expressions of interest for Education Department projects?
(2) Was the Education Department project put out to tender?
(3) If so, how many tenders were received and was the tender from

Coopers and Lybrand the lowest tender submitted?
(4) Will the Minister table the tender board's advice in relation to this

contract?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:

I ask the member to put his question on notice.
HOSPITALS - BUNBURY REGIONAL, NEW

St John of God, Collocation Negotiations
657. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for Health:

Some notice of this question has been given.
(1) Can the Minister indicate if negotiations with the St John of God

Hospital to collocate with the much delayed new public hospital in
Bunbury are continuing?

(2) If yes, when does he expect these negotiations to conclude?
(3) If no, are negotiations taking place with other groups?
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Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The new public hospital is not being much delayed, but I can confirm that

negotiations are proceeding with St John of God Hospital.
(2)-(3) St John of God Healthcare Systems has indicated a decision relating to its

participation in the proposed Hunbury hospital will be made known during
the week commencing 28 November 1994.

SCHOOLS - LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH PROGRAMS
658. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) At which schools have principals dropped or refused to introduce classes
in languages other than English?

(2) On what basis is LOTE funding distributed to the schools?
(3) How does the funding formula or distribution differ from that which

applied previously?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question. As the information
will take some time to compile, I ask chat the question be put on notice.


